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ADVERTIS EMENT. 


HE Author ateming it neceſſary that | 
T ſomething ſhould be ſaid to juſtify the 
publication of the following ſheets, begs to obſerve, 
that at the time his remarks were made, they were 
taken ſolely for bis amuſement ;—he' had nat at 
that period the moſt diſtant idea of ever making , 
them public; but having, at the earneſt ſolicita- 
trons of ſome friends, been prevailed upon to aepart 
. from bis original defign, be hath only to offer in his 

defence, that however imperfect this work may be 
_ confidered by Jome, it is entirely grounded on facts; 


he having in no inſlance intentionally deviated © 
from the truth : Wherever bis ſhortneſs oF abt ode 


ou not admit of a particular deſcription of the | £6 


' manners, cuſtoms, c. of places, he has end 
ed to ſupply that deficiency by bebe the i as of 
thoſe friends who have actually reſided there... 


T be Journaliſt hath been fu rther 1 Wen 19 


ſuffer this traci to be publi bed, from a hope that : 1 
ut vill be found uſeful to perſons in a fimilar Hu - 1 
ation, and be a means of guarding hem Abdi 1 


the variant deceptions and impofitions bie he _ 
experienced, and that are daily practiſed in theſe | 


Eaſtern countries through WHICH be Hah 9 2 N : 
paſſed. = 
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[ ADVERTISEMENT. 

Th:fe umited circumſtances have been the only 
bes that could poſſibly have prevailed on the 
Author to have ſubmitted this work to the Public, 
plain and ample as it is, unadorned either with 
elegance of ſtile or expreſſion ; truſting, therefore, 
what the Judicious and candid og will make all 
; 4 due allowances for the errors and inaccuracies that 
may be diſcovered, and accept of his intention 
4s an extenuation 27 them, and as a ſu efficient 


phy. 


e line 2, for the "RY read A . 28, 
Ane 2, for prepgltion, read FROPOSITION.-Page 37, 
neo, for to is, read is To. Page 44, line 18, for 
. 38600, read 100,000.——Page 48, for 12,000, read 
| $,200,——Page 50, for Nader Shang read Nabix 
Saen. 
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HE love of novelty is one of the 

main {ſprings of human action! 
Whether we examine what paſſes with 
in our own breaſts, or whether we con- 
template the conduct of others, we. 
ſhall find this poſition to be true ; in⸗ 
deed, it is next to impoſſible it ſhould 
be otherwiſe. Man is a creature too 
imperfect and unſteady to be invariably 
content: he is ever reſtleſs in purſuit,” 
ever wandering with ceaſeleſs avidity 
from one object to another | 
principle it is true is the fruitful cauſe 


of many advantages; without ſuch an 
. impulſe, : 


* 


* N , g 
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impulſe, how dull and = would be 
Fihe Rate of human life! It would be 

little better than the contracted exiſt- 
ence of a particular ſpecies of ſhell fiſh, 


which are ſtationed as it were on a 


rock, and never move from the nar- 


row {pot aſſigned them, till the mo- 
ment of their diſſolution arrives. Na- 


oth however, has happily curb'd the 


impetuoſity if this curious ſpirit ; ſhe 


has implanted in us ſuch a ſions 
of Death, as will not ſuffer us 
fling away our exiſtence in fanci * 
cChimerical purſuits. What Nature has 
thus implanted, Religion has improv'd; 
. and Man himſelf, conſcious of the frail- 
ties which hang about him, has, in 
every period of the civiliz'd world, 
"enacted laws to confine within ſalutary 


bounds, the eccentric ſallies of this pro- 
penſity. Thus Nature, Religion, ad 
Policy, all act as powerful anticotes 


a | againſt 
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— error, and point c out, by ; a cer- 75 a 
tain clue, the path in which we ſhould © _ * 
walk. But if, after all this, man will 

give way to his own impetuglity, he 

does but inſult his All-beneficent Ma- 

ker, when he aſcribes to him the miſe- 

ries into which the abuſe of his awn 
faculties has plunged him. It is at all 

times our duty to vindicate the ways 


of God to Man, And obſervations of 


this kind come wa peculiar propriety 

from the traveller, who, by means. of 
the variety of objects with which he is ff 
neceſſarily converſant, is better quali 
ed to cxpatiate on the wiſdom and _ jj 
goodneſs of Providence, ſo conſpicu- . 
ous in every part of the viſible world. I 
But the knowledge of the traveller may... "It 
be uſeful, when communicated, in other Pg 'Þ 
reſpects. His diſcoveries will naturally = 
excite a laudable curioſity among men * I 
and weep danger he has ſurmounted „will 

a2 - induce 
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C E. 
” induce others to attempt 6 what without 
ſuch incitement might not ſo readily 
have been thought of. Indeed, we 
cannot but confels, that he who firſt 
truſted himſelf to the winds and the 
waves, m muſt have been a man of un- 
common intrepidity. Many muſt have 
been the ſtruggles, ere a fortitude 
ſo rare could be acquir'd. Succeſ- 
1 five relations of eſcapes from the 
. * horrors of the deep muſt have been ne- 
Le ceſſary to remove the timidity natural 
to man in the contemplation of a 
ccheme fo vaſt and tremendous as that 
. it . 2 of paſſing from one quarter of the 
. - globe to the other, over a trackleſs and 
menge ocean. Nor was there leſs 
een wanting to induce men 

to relinquiſh their long: accuſtom d 

-feenes of domeſtic pleaſure, in order to 

eee the boundleſs deſert, and ſearch 


after new funds of happine® amid ob- 
Ker 
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_ jets big with terror, and threat'ning | 
deſtruction on every fide. —We read _ } 
that the Phœnecians learnt the art of 

navigation in the Red Sea, before they 
ventured to croſs the Mediterranean, 
The voyages of thoſe days were attend=- 
ed with much greater hazard than we 
in theſe times need be apprehenſive of. 
The ancients, it is well known, were 
directed in theis ſchemes of navigation 
by the ſtars, a very uncertain and pre- 
carious clue! The moderns, on the © 
other hand, have a guide which in very | 
few inſtances deceives them: It is ob- 1 
vious enough that ſince the diſcovery of -® 8 1 | 
the magnet, the dangers of the ſea have... © A 
been comparatively inconſiderable. The Fi 
firſt veſſels uſed in navigation were 1n 
point of conſtruction and fize, unequal 
to one of our modern barges ; one 
improvement, however, has added to 
another, till by the accumulated ſkill 
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and experience of ages, the art of con- 
ſtructing veſſels aroſe to its utmoſt per- 
fection, and diſplayed all its wonders 


in a firft-rate man of war. And as 


theſe ſucceſſive improvements have 


rendered voyages abundantly more ſafe 
and commodious, ſo the obſervations 


which have been made from time to 


time on the cuſtoms, government, and 
manners of foreign nations, have ren- 

A dered geography more accurate, and 
| 8 produced a liberality of ſentiment to 
which the moſt refined ſages of anti- 
quity were ſtrangers. It is well known 
> that the geography of the ancients was 
a miſerably defective; and it is equally 
certain that the eſtimate which foreign 


nations formerly made of each other, 
was exccedingly narrow and illiberal. 


The Greeks, poliſh'd and accompliſh'd 
as they were, even to a proverb, thought 
all the reſt of the wopih beſides them- 


ſelves, 


o 
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ſelves, Barbarians. The Romans in 


their turn adopted the ſame arrogant 


opinion. But the extenſive intercourſe 
which 1 is now kept up between nation 
and nation; has enlarged and expanded 


the human heart to a degree unknown 


before, even under all the advantages of 


which Philoſophy ſo proudly boaſted. 


Jo theſe general remarks, I hope & . 
may without vanity add, that the in- 
formation conveyed in the following TY 
little tract, may be peculiarly uſeful to 

Britons, whoſe commerce with the Eaſt- 
ern world is now of ſuch real concern, 
as to make every thing which relates to 
it more or leſs intereſting. The land 
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paſſage to India is now more frequented » 
than formerly, and is on many occaſi- ' : 


ons preferred to the longer and more 


tedious one by ſea. Every thing there= _ i 
fore which may in the ſlighteſt. degree: 


tend to facilitate Want paſſage, is an ob- 
BSE 72 & | | 5 „ jo 1 . — 
N wy” 


Fe 
ject of public attention. The viciſſi- 
tudes ſo obſervable in the countries 
through which the author travelled, 
and that perpetual fluctuation to which 
they are ſubject, make it every man's 
duty, who has been careful enough to 
minute down the particulars of his paſ- 
ſage, to communicate them for the be- 
nefat of others; and the more frequent 
tuch n are made, the 
more ſerviceable) are they likely to 
prove. Where power is ever changing 
hands, and impoſition aſſuming ner 


ſhapes, the lateſt deſcriptions muſt un- 


1 be the beſt. I ſhall give my 
readers one ſtriking inſtance of the uti- 
1 5 of theſe narratives: 

The celebrated Aazon HILL, when | 
"mn Egypt, had the curiofaty te to examine 
a catacomb; be was accompanied in 
| bis 03 by two other gentlemen 
a conducted 5 a gude, (one of the 
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natives of the country.) They at 
length arrived at the ſpot, and without 
. notice of ſome fellows who were 


ſauntering about the place, they deſ- f 


cended by ropes into the vault. No 
ſooner were they let down, than they 
were preſented with a ſpectacle which 
ſtruck them with terror: Two gentle- 


men, apparently ſtary'd to death, lay 5 


before them. One of theſe unhappy 
victims had a tablet in his hand, on 
which was written, in pathetic lan- 
guage, the ſtory of their lamentable 


fate: It ſeems they were brothers of £ 


rank and family in Venice, and having 
in the courſe of their travels entruſted 


themſelves with one of the natives, for 


the purpoſe of viſiting the inſide of the 


catacomb, the perfidious villain! had left 
them there to periſh. The danger to 


which Mr. Hit and his friends, were 
| oled, inſtantly alarmed them; i510 6 


b ] + Heh 


- PREFACE 
had ſcarce read the ſhocking tale, when 
looking up they beheld their inhuman 
guide, aſſiſted by two others whom 
they had ſeen near the ſpot, cloſing 
the entrance into the vault. They 
were now reduc'd to the utmoſt diſ- 
ceſs, however, they drew their ſwords, 
and were determined to make ſome 
_ deſperate <ffort to reſcue themſelves 
a ene ſo truly dreadful. With 
this reſolution, they were groping a- 
bout at random in the dark, when they 
were ſtartled at the groans of ſome one 
ſcemingly in the agonics of death; they 
attended to the diſmal ſound, and at” 
length, by means of a glimmering light 
from the top of the catacomb, they 
Haw a man juſt murdered; and a little 
d they diſcovered his inhuman 
.* murderers, flying with the utmoſt pre- 
© *gipitation. They purſued them im- 
eke, and * they were not 
5 able 


P R EFA 
able to come up with them, they how 
ever had the good fortune to reach the 
opening through which theſe wretches 
eſcaped out of the cavern, before they 
had time to roll the ſtone on the top 
of it, Thus Mr. HILL and his friends 
were by a miracle ſaved. 3 
Ir is unneceſſary to trouble the 
Reader with a comment on this 1 me- 
morable ſtory; ; it will, without 45 
be always uppermoſt in the mind of 
the Oriental Traveller, and while he 
is impreſſed with horror at the baſe- 
neſs and cruelty of the tranſaction, it 1 


will, at the ſame time, quicken his 


own caution, and be the beſt h to 


8 bis conduct, 
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us, on board of which were Mr. H. Bur ford 
and Mr. Borell de Bourg, a Frenchman. Theſe 
gentlemen intending to ſeparate from us at the hs 
firſt Place we halted, were not conſidered of our _ 
party. We laid in proviſions, conſiſting of. 25 
tongues, hams, cheeſes, liquors, and other Hee” ets 
ceſſaries, and were attended by three ſervants, | 5 
B als; 8 
a 2 2 5 
| | at's 2 ſh of 15 1 8 R : Re 2 8 c 92 my 


ioth of March, 1779, the Auro, in 


company with four other Engliſh gentlemen, | 1 


departed from Baſſora in two ſmall boats, called 


muſſooks; another ſmall boat being alſo Wink 
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an European, an 3 belonging to Baſ- 
ſora, (our Linguiſt) named Riſha, and the ſer- 

- vant belonging to Mr. Abott, of Aleppo, who 
was returning to his maſter. Our deſtination 
in theſe boats was to Corna, to which place we 
were tracked up a very pleaſant river, both ſides 
of which were beautified with fine rows of 
date trees. The whole country affords a fine 

appearance. About ten O clock on Friday night 
e reached Corna, and on preſenting a Letter 
from Mr. Eatouche to the governor, were very 
civilly received by him.—A diſpute happened 
Here, between the F renchman and our linguiſt, 

in conſequence of the former having ſtruck the 

| latter, in the preſence of Hatem A ga, the gover- 
nor, ſaying he had been interrupted in his ſpeech 
by him. The linguiſt complained to the gover- 
nor, who threatened to have puniſhed De Bourg 
for a breach of their laws, but out of ; reſpect to 

Mr. Latouche, he paſſed it over, and we, with 

1 _ difficulty prevailed on the linguift to forget it. 

_ fs The governor infiſted on our retiring with him 

| q to his houſe, and kept us up drinking with him 

= the greateſt part of the og We here took 


other boats. 5 
Saturday, Now VV/¶ffjn U 
= 1. W ſpent at this ber. thiftin "g our 0 out 
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JD 
z Weight tomauns and ten piaſters, 5 to carry us 
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of the boats, and making other preparations for 


our journey; after which we took the oppor- 


tunity* of viewing the ſituatioh of the place, 
which is built on a point of land between the 


Tygris and Euphrates, the eaſtern ſide being 


waſhed by the Tygris, and the ſouth-weſtern by 
the Euphrates, which form the Shat- ul-Arab,* 


which runs down to Baſſora, from whence this 
place is diſtant abcut 70 miles. The town ap- 


pears to have been very populous, fortified by 


two mud walls, and two ditches. At preſent W 


is quite in ruins, and the number of its inhabi- 


tants does not exceed 500 perſons.” From the 
walls of the town we had a very fine vie 


of the deſert. Having hired' a large boat for 


B 2 1 


* A tradition 1 this place to os e been the” 


Seat of Paradiſe, and to which a celebrated author, after 
deſcribing the diver ſity of opinions which have prevatied 


concerning the ſituation” of the terreſtrial Paradite, ſeems 


to give this the preference, by the following; obſervation z 


—“ The third Hypotheſis, which appears the theft. pro 
6 able, places Eden, upon the united ſtream, of the. Lyn 


. 8 

<« pris and Euphrates, called by the Arabs Shat.-l- Ara, 4 
** that is, the River o the Arabs, which begius tw] days 3 
* Journey from Buſſora, and about fi ve leagues below dj. 
< vides again into Wo chanels, that empt themſelves ino 
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141 
up to Lemloon, a place about ſix days journey 
up the river, all our baggage, &c. was removed 
Into it, and every thing got in readineſs for our 
departure in the morning. 


Sunday, March 13. 
AT ten o'clock in the morning we embark'd_ 
on board the boats, the governor of Corna ac- 
companying us in a ſmall one, in compliment 
to Mr. Latouche, until we arrived at the reſi- 
dence of the ſheick* of the Montafick Arabs, 
to whoſe further protection we were recom- 
mended by our friends at Baſſora. On the point 
of embarkation we were put to ſome inconveni- 
ence for want of money to pay the boat people; 
our linguiſt had deceived us, and the people- 
refuſed to proceed until we had paid ti u, ob- 
jecting to our bills on Mr. Latouche for the 
money; at length the linguiſt, by leaving a cou- 
ple of ſhawls as a ſecurity, quieted them in 
ſome meaſure, and they ſuffered us to proceed. 
About four o'clock in the afternoon we arrived 
at an Arab village, called Boogerbut, half a 
days Barney from Corna. This place we 
i; might 


* A prince, or chief of a tribe. 


1 A Wrapper or ſaſh, made of the hair of the goat of 
dads much worn by Afiatics, 
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might eaſily have avoided, had not our careful 


friend the governor alter'd his intention of go- 


ing on with us; he propoſed to leave us here, 
procuring a ſciad* to go on with us to ſheik 


Tamar's reſidence. Shortly after our arrival at 
this place a ſmall boat came in from Corna, 


which brought the owner of our boat, who had 
followed us with the ſhawls, being determined 


to have his money before we proceeded further; 
this put us to ſome inconvenience, but fortu- 
nately Mr. Abbot's man having ſome caſh, by 


his affiſtance we were enabled to make up the 
amount. We were obliged to remain here all 


night, as the ſciad who was the accompany us 


ſent us word he could not Þe ready before the 
morning. The people hereabouts behaved very 


civil, never offering to moleſt us. From what 


has happened to us this Day, it is needleſs to 
remark how neceſſary it is to be provided with 


money, and not truſt, as we did, to our lin- 
zuiſt, as there was no credit to be had. | 


Monday, March 14. 
Azour nine o'clock in the morning, left this 
village, the governor and ſciad accompanying us; 
B 3 about 


Sciads are thoſe who pretend to be deſcended from 
Mahomet, on which account they conumand grezt reſipet :. 


They are likewiſe a ſort of lay prieſts: 
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aahbout ten we lialted, when Haten Aga, governor 
of Corna, took his leave of us, taking under his 
care a little boy belonging to one of the party, 
ho was too ill to proceed, and was therefore 
obliged to return to Baſſora, in order to be re- 
turned to India by the firſt opportunity. Before 
the governot's departure, he gave us to under- 
ſtand, it would be neceſſary to make a ſmall 
preſent to the ſciad, on our ſafe arrival at Ta- 
mar's refidence. In about half an hour we pro- 
ceeded on again, and were ſoon after ſtopped by 

a man, who informed us, that ſheick Mahau- 
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1 nah, unkle to ſheick Tamar, was arrived at 
5 Boogerbut, on an embaſſy to Baſſora, and had 
2 ſent him for any preſent* we might have for 
* thaick Tamar; but we, knowing the man be- 
1 longed to Hatem Aga, and recollecting that de 
it Bourg had told him we had a preſent for Tamar, 
q * were apprehenſive it was a ſcheme of his, to 
Wot it from us, and accordingly told him we 
. would not deliver it to any one but the proper 
Wo - perſon, and if they kept detaining us in this 
1 manner, we ſhould be under the neceſſity of re- 
1 4 Z tu rnin 8 | 
1 . 8 * Tr is abſolute] y neceſſary for all travellers who WON 
wn oe this route, and who mean to apply to the ſheick of the 
N r Montaficks for protection, to be prepared with a ſhaw], a 
wy Ns x *beniſh, and lome other n articles, 2A, preſent for | 
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turning back. On hearing this, he went qui- 


a etly away, and ſuffered us to proceed. We 
. paſſed ſeveral Arab villages, and two ſmall Arab 
B encampments, and actived about ſun- ſet at the 
2 

. village of Baharan, where we put up for the 
* 

bs niht Here the ſciad came up with us, having 


: ſtaid ben Waun the governor. 


f Ti uefdeyi March 1 5 
Ar day- break we left Baharan, to proceed o- on 
our journey, the ſciad accompanying us. We 
took a walk along the banks of the river, and 
found a great deal of arable land, and the peo- 
ple very buſy cultivating 1t. Sheep and kids 
were to be got in great plenty in this part, and 
at very reaſonable rates. About ten o'clock 
we paſſed a very pleaſant village, called Cherry 
Luxannie, and having proceedw by ſeveral other 
villages, arrived about one o'clock at Abadda, 
the preſent refidence of ſheick Tamar, We then 
ſent our linguiſt to acquaint him of our arrival, 
and in about half an hour were admitted to an 
audientes We found the ſheick in a kind of 
Durbar“* 4 15 of reeds, ſurrounded by his prin- 
cipal people, ſclads, &c. he received us in a very... 
friendly and N manner. The * "PP a 
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Es 1 
to be about thirty-Four years of age, has : a good 
countenance, and ſeems to be a very ſenſible 
man; he is the- chief of the Montafick Arabs, 
and is poſſeſſed of a vaſt tract of country within 


1 


land. He was very particular in his enquiriegg 
reſpecting the ſtrength of Baſſõra, and frorft-- 
ſome hints he dropt, he gave us reaſon to be⸗ 
lieve his ſending an embaſſy thither, was entire- 
ly a political ſcheme, and that his intention is 
to endeavour to retake the place for the Turks, 
which, in my opinion might be very eaſily ac- 
compliſhed. Having ſtaid with him about an 
hour, we took our leave, and he furniſhed us 
with guides to conduct us as far as Serviawha, 
which belongs to another Arab tribe, with 


whom he was at enmity. Before our departure 


from the ſheick, he particularly recommended 
from Semowha, as he was 
very apprehenſive of our being plundeted ſhould 


we proceed up the river. About four o'clock we 


left this place, and purſued our journey, paſſing 


Jeveral very pleaſant villages, and about twelve 


to for the night. 


„ 2 cdneſday, March I R 
i ABouT day light we departed fi a place 
made uſe of as a cuſtom houſe, called Gulla- 


Ween, 
E 


1 


ween, and did not ſtop till nine o'clock, when 


we came to a fortified town of the Turks, now 


in ruins; It has the appearance of a handſome, 


ſtrong place, and good houſes are yet to be ſeen 


in it, notwithſtanding its decayed ſtate ; z its extent 


ſeems to be about three quarters of a mile, and 
is named Coote. Shortly after we paſſed ano- 
ther, but it had no appearance, or the leaſt 


veſtage of a houſe, only a wall, which might 


have been thrown up to ſecure the Turks, who 


formerly poſſeſſed theſe places, againſt any ſud- 


den attack of the Montaficks, but latterly they 
permitted the people to inhabit theſe towns, and 


to be governed by a Tugk. On the breaking out 
of the plague, and. het erfian war, theſe places 
were evacuatedt About a mile above the laſt 
place, we ſaw a very large nul aber of jars, which 


had been made here, and are only veſſels 


theſe people uſe in prev grain. But 


every thing wore the ace of a violent and de- 
ſtructive war, as the Perſians are not uſed te. 


extend mercy to a human creature ; for which, 2M 
_ cruelty they have fince ſeverely paid. In the £ 


month of October leſt a battle was fought in z 
field called Argia, at which we expected in 
three hours to halt, and to learn the reaſon of 


the Naughter there committed by means of ths 5 


„„ 
raſhneſs of Ali Mahomed Cawn, the Petfian , 


General ; probably Providence permitted 'it as 
a chaſtiſement to ſuch cruel and unmerciful ene- 


mies as the Perſians are, who rather ſeemed de- 


firous of extirpating the whole race of Arabs 


out of the country, than of convincing them of 


their ſuperiority, and then offer peace, the only 
method to be obſerved to a ſet of men who com- 
mand alt the inland country up to Semowha, and 
over the defart to Aleppo, by which means the 
people in poſſeſſion of Baſſora, muſt be on 
terms with the Montaficks, it they propoſe car- 
rying on any trade; inſtead of which conduct 
they have taken ſuch meaſures as have now ſo 


Highly exaſperated theſe men, that they were 


AY” : Y * 
1 „ 
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> then, and are ſtill determined to extirpate the 


ES Perſians out of Baſſora and Arabia. 


Mernoon we reached the plains 
of Argia, which were as extenſive as the eye could 


Carry, but an arm of the Euphrates makes a half 
Fdeircle of three miles in $and, on the upper banks 
e which the Montifick Arabs and Perſians 
fought, the former conſiſting entirely of horſe, 


to.the number of eight ad the Perſians 


of fix thouſand horſe, and the ſame namber of 
foot, beſides N large gallivats.“ The 


attack 


* Small veſſel s of war, with a prow , mounting three or 
four c Cannon, and are rigged Vt th a mal it and A lug: (ail. 


attack was begun by a violent onſet of the Per- 
ſians, whoſe horſes once ſet on full gallop, can- 
not without difficulty be turned; the Arabs, on 
the contrary, have great management of theirs; 
and who, having thrown their long darts, quick- 

ly turn'd the heads of their horſes, and gallop- 
ped away, which the Perſians miſtaking for 
flight, purſued with great eagerneſs, 'till the A- 
rabs had led them into a ſwampy ground, when 
they faced about, and attacked their purſuers in 
their turn. This maſterly evolution fo diſcon- 
certed the Perſians that they attempted an im- 
mediate retreat, which, from the nature of the 
ground, and the ungovernable ſtate of their 
horſes, they ſo illy effected, that three men only 
(and they much u reached Baſſora, to 
relate the fate of their unfortunate comrades, all 
of whom, that day in the Held of Argia, were 
cut in pieces by the victorious Arabs! The gal- 
liyats, when they perceiyed the deſtruction of 


their army, failed away down the river. 


very confident were the Perkans of ſucceſs, that 
they had prepared polts to cut off the heads of 
their priſoners, and coats for thoſe they could | 
bring over before the battle. | 
It will naturally become a queſtion, wi at 
could induce 1 Arabs to put to death all their 
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priſoners, and grant no quarter? To anſwer this 


it muſt be obſerved, that on a former defeat, 


near Buſhwar, the Arabs diſmiſſed between 
three and four thouſands of their then priſoners, 


and gave them their liberty; as a recompence 


for which piece of generoſity, thoſe very Per- 
ſians, on their route to Baſſora, entered Izzabeer, 
a town about twelve miles from thence, and 


maſſacred every inhabitant they could find. 


Theſe were ſubjects of ſheick Tamar who thus 
urderers ; and 
though ſuch conduct would degrade Europeans, 


revenged their country on its 


yet when enemies act in this manner, and will 


ſuffer no nation they are at war with to ſurvive a 
| defeat, it muſt be acknowledged, if this treat- 
ment of their priſoners be not praiſe-worthy, 
_ felf-preſervation at leaſt warrants it; ſor if theſe 
men ſhould ever Have it in their power to over- 
EL. come the Arabs, no mercy ſhewn by the latter 
$8 F would be remembered, for gratitude and gene- 
WINE: . | rofity are two virtues unknown among eaſtern = 
1 nations; and was it not for fear, and love of 

[= eaſe, predominating over every other virtue, 
the eaſtern people would be moſt dreadful ene- 
mies to Europeans, to whom they have a great 
werſion, on account of the difference of reli- 
** Van, ey being infidels. This I mention as 


1 


applicable 
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applicable to the generality of the people, but 
their ſheicks are men of different ideas; yet as 
their ſciads commonly bias the whole nation, 
they are very great bigots and enthuſiaſts, 
We walked over the field of battle, and found 
it entirely ſtrewed over with the bones of the 
8 ſlaughtered Perſians. What appears ſurpriſing 
is, that the Arabs loſt only twenty men in 
this engagement. 

We left this dreadful ſcene at Cond clock; 
and about five paſſed a very handſome town, 
formerly belonging to the Turks, called Argia ; 
this town is now in ruins, though ſome good 
buildings are yet to be ſeen. It was latterly in- 
habited by the Montafick Arabs, who, on the 
troubles breaking out with the Perſians, were 
obliged to deſert it. It is about two miles in 
circumference, and ſurrounded by a number of 

5 large, beautiful gardens, which, for want of 
. KK Ccultivation, have loſt much of their former ele- 
$ gance.— About nine o'clock this evening, we lay © | 
to for the night, as the trackers refuſed to go 
on; we were, therefore, obliged to comply, 
though much againſt our inclinations. 
| Thurſday, Murch 17. | 
7 AT dayobreak we departed from our badhg 
» = place, and about ten o'clock arrived at a cuſtom- 
| * | houſe -/ > 


* 
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houſe belonging to ſheick Tamar, called Bazool, 
juſt before we reached it, the man ſent with us 
by Tamar, an under ſheick of 300 men, de- 
manded a gratuity from us for his trouble, at the 
ſame time giving us to underſtand the riſk we 
ſhould run in not having him or ſome of his 
people with us. On our pleading inability to 
comply with his requeſt, he pointed to a ſhaw] 
and a beniſh* and demanded them, which we 
refuſed to give him. He then told us he ſhould 
leave us! On our conſidering the danger we 
were expoſed to by proceeding on without thoſe 
people, we came to the determination, (by ad- 
vice of our linguiſt, who had travelled this way 
before, and was well acquainted with the 
danger we ſhould run,) to comply with his de- 
mand, on our ſafe arrival at Semowha; eſpeci- 
ally as the ſellow had declared to one of the 
party, in private, that it was in his power to 
exert himſelf ſo effectually, againſt the Ghauſſall 


| * Arabs, as to prevent our being moleſted; but, 
nm. caſe of our refuſal, he would remain ſilent, 
and ſuffer he riſk of bei dered 

Amd ſuffer us to run the riſk of being plundered, 


We, therefore, as I have obſerved before, thought 
t beſt to agree to the fellow's requeſt, though at 


Tube outer garment, or coat of the Tuxkiſh dreſs. 


* 1 
the ſame time determined to acquaint Mr. La- 
toache with his extortion ; and, I have reaſon 
to hope, on his application to ſheick Tamar, 
the raſcal will not only be made to refund, but 
will meet with a ſevere rebuff. Juſt as we had 
ſettled this buſineſs, we reached the cuſtom- 
| houſe, when a doubt aroſe whether we ſhould 
- procure any armed men; but that point was 
ſoon ſettled, by our telling the head man we 
would ſtay there till we could receive an anſwer 
from Tamar. This threat had the fame good 
effect on this occaſion, as we experienced, from 
a fimilar conduct on a former one. At this place 
we found Meſſrs. Burford and de Bourg, who 
had been here all night. After waiting little 
more than an hour, we departed from Howe : 
in company with the above gentlemen. A boy 
belonging to one of the party, throwing ſome 
wood from the ſhore into the boat, a piece by 
accident, ſtruck the ſheick, who was with us, 
he immediately flew into fo violent a paſſion, . 
| that he drew his creeſe, or dagger, and 'twas 
| with great difficulty he could be pacified by the 
linguiſt. So tenacious are theſe. men of the 


leaſt ſlight, that a blow is hardly ever forgixeal 
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— The. country from this place apps as quite a 
deſert, for not a village, or any human Creard re 
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is to be ſeen; the banks on both ſides of the 
river are entirely covered with a kind of heath, 
or furze, called jungle. About fpur this after- 
noon we halted for ſome boats, oi to Se- 
mowha, which joined us about an hour after- 
wards. This delay was much againſt our will, 
but the people infiſting on it, we were obliged to 
acquieſce. At five o'clock we again moved on, 
in company with eight other hoats, and a little 
+ © after ſun-ſet we came to for the — 


Friday, March 18. 

Aour three o'clock this morning, the wind 
Proving fair, we got up our fail, and proceeded 
on till about eight, when we halted for the 
people to dreſs their victuals. This country, 
for miles round, appears covered with young 
cypreſs trees; but not an inhabitant was to be 
DP 8 met with in thoſe parts. Having waited near 
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an hour, we again put forward, and about four 
N * Y 
* ET In the afternoon paſſed a very pleaſant grove of 
[ $ 8 8 trees, in the midſt of which was one of their 
8 a ſheicks tombs. About ſun-ſet we 


. Cale by the mouth of the river which leads to 
 _ df — large Arab village called Grain, up to which 
{ |, = . it is a day's journey; it belongs to the Monta- 
4 3 5 ra At ſeven 0 clwck v we halted for the night. 
3 _— 
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| Saturday, March 19. 

Ar day-light we proceeded ; it had e 
from midnight, and ſtill continued ſo to do, 
which incommoded us a good deal, but had not 
entirely wetted our boat, the only conveniency 
we had for ſittin g and ſleeping in. We had been 
much told of wild Arabs infeſting this river 
from Bazool, but ſo far from it, at leaſt at this 
time of the year, that we did not perceive a liv- 
ing creature near it. This morning the bruſh 
wood on the banks of the river wore the appear- 
ance of ſpring, though before nothing bat dreary 
winter had ſhewn itſelf, We expect to be at 
Semowha this evening, For ſome days paſt 
we have obſerved our linguiſt, who agreed ta 
act in capacity of a ſervant to us, aſſume ſuch _ 
conduct as indicated his diflike, before ſo many 


ſtrange Arabs, to appear lower than a linguatly” +. _ 
and to put on airs of inſolence; I would there=... fr | 
fore adviſe every one who takes: a linguift;' * 

give him to underſtand, that he is to do and be 


eyery thing they may have occaſion for, ag" This 
very man had acted both as a linguiſt anda me- 


nial ſervant to one of our party while n India! 
This remark may appear rather extraordinary, 


when it is known we had other ſervants, but: it 


will be found by travellers, that the 11 has . 


it much in his power to make their journey eaſy 
and agreeable, or quite the reverſe; and by his 
conduct to cauſe them to be n e by thoſe 


who accompany them, or whom they may meet 
with on the road. —At four o'clock in the after- 


noon, we came in fight of Semowha, and ſhortly 


after landed. We ſent our ſhaick with Tamar's 
letter, who, finding the ſhaick of the Funtall 


Arabs at this place, made application to him in 


our behalf, for advice as to the route we ſhould 
take from hence; he very honeſtly adviſed us 
not to proceed up the river, or by land on aſſes, 

bit to take ſome ſmall muſſooks, which PEST 
in a day and a night carry us to the reſidence of 


ſhaick Amed Ben Ahmodd, the ſhaick of the 
Ghaſſaul Arabs, to whom we had a letter of pro- 


tection from Saddoo Cawn, the Perſian gover- 


nor of Baſſora, which when ſhewn to the ZO- 


the Semowha people. The Funtall ſhaick, 


thinking we might be dubious of his ſcheme, - 


ſaid he would take all the riſk on his head, till 
our meeting with ſhaick Ahmood, which ſuffici- 
ently ſatisfied us, both as to the ſecurity and 
his good intentions; he is a W friend to 

Tamar, 


£ 


vernor of this place, he kiſſed, and made obeiſance 
c; ſaying it was a ſufficient recommendation in 
every reſpect to the ſhaick who commands 


6 Uo < 
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Tamar, throvgh his regard tor whom, we alone 


attribute his acting fo genteelly by us, for he faid 
he had never before ſeen an European ; he alſo 
informed our linguiſt he would ſend his own. 
people to protect us. —We learnt that Burford | 


and De Bourg had arrived a little before us, and 
were determined to face every danger, by pro- 
ceeding on their journey by land, on aſſes, 
which mode of travelling we had been caution- 


the Arabs inhabiting that part of the country 
through which we mult paſs being at war; men 


might paſs, but not with any kind of baggage, 
or with any probability of keeping their clothes. 


The governor of this place adviſed us to ſtay till 
he had wrote to acquaint ſhaick Ahmood of our 
arrival, and of his having a letter for him from 


Saddoo Cawn, and he was confident he would 


ed againſt, as before mentioned, on account of 


ſend his ſon, with two hundred men, to eſcort 


us by land, or up the river; but our linguiſt, 


conſidering ſuch a meaſure would be attended 


with great expence, in preſents to the ſon, and 


to ſome of the officers, declined it, as too trouble- 
ſome. The Governor then ordered a room to 


be cleared for us, in a good houſe, into which 
we removed all our baggage out of the boat, 


which was become very unfit to continue in 


any longer. 1 


C 2 Sunday, 


* 
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Sunday, March 20. 
Tuis morning we were informed by our lin- 
guilt that the Funtall ſhaick had begun to waver 
in his opinion relative to the route he propoſed 
yeſterday; he ſeemed to think now our baggage 
would endanger us on the road; we, therefore, 
ſet about reducing it as much as poſſible. While 
we were at dinner, a,man, who called himſelf 
cuſtom-maſter, came and demanded from the 
linguiſt twenty Turkiſh checkeens,* for duty 
on our baggage, particularly our liquors, which 
ſum he acquainted us we muſt either pay, or 
wait. till he had received orders from ſhaick 
Ahmed Ben Amood. This we abſolutely re- 
fuſed to do, and immediately made application 
do the governor, who deſired us to pay no atten- 
tion to the demand. At the ſame time he advi- 
fed us to give him Sadoo Cawn's letter, to be for- 
vrarded to ſhaick Ahmood, telling us it would be 
imptudent to proceed till we had his anſwer, We 
offered to ſend back our baggage to Baſſora, 
| provided v v © could go on ſafely without it, but 
now were told TY would not be of the leaſt ſer- 
vice, as theſe bag 
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information being given againſt them; we, 
therefore, reſolved to diſpatch a man to the 
ſhaick with the letter, and to wait with patience 


: for his anſwer, which we were informed would 

J arrive in about four days. In the evening it be- 

5 gan to rain very heavily, and continued ſo to 4 
» 4 for three hours, which put us to ſome incon- ! 
: venience; as the terrace of the houſe we inha- g 
f bited was made ſolely of mud, the rain came 

1 pouring down, in ſome e like a fluice, 

. Monday, March 21. 

4 Tas morning the ſhaick ſent with us by Ta- . | 
| mar, left us to return to his maſter, We gave 3 
4 him a coarſe ſhawl, worth about fifty piaſters; / 
r he then brought us a letter, ſolliciting us to ſigaa 

= it as a voucher of his good conduct towards us, 

my which we refuſed to comply with, though, we * 

” wrote to Tamar, returning him thanks for 1155 

1 protection. Our linguiſt informed us the boat . 

1 we came here in departed yeſterday, without 

* giving us any intimation of their deſigns. The 

t raſcals cheated us, they being hired to carry us 

1 - to Lemloon, a place two days journey from 

> I Hence. On enquiry we wgre told Burford and 

y : De Bourg were likely to be detained as long a 

5 S ourſelves, the governor not chuſing to let them 
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lay muſt be very vexatious to theſe gentlemen, 
who appeared ſo anxious to get forward. ant 


four o'clock in the ARerngen we took a walls 


round the town, which is about two miles in 


circumference, fortified by a mud wall of no 


great ſtrength, but as the ſole uſe of fo ctifications 


here is to prevent a ſudden ſurpriſe from a body 
of horſe, theſe walls anſwer the purpoſe ex- 


tremely well. On our feturn home, we met 
the people belonging to our boat, whom we 
were told in the morning had given us the flip. 


depart till he heard from the ſhaick. This de- . 


This we thought was a ſcheme of the cuftom- 


maſter, who removed the boat to prevent us 
| ſending back our things to Baſſora. We were 


now perfectly convinced, notwithſtanding what 
we had heard this morning, that Burford and 


De Bourg left this place laſt night. On this 
we ſent our linguiſt to the governor, io remon- 
rate with him on his conduct towards us :— 

- The anſwcr he brought back was, © Thoſe. 

e gentlemen had changed their good clothes 
for ragged ones, and had left all their baggage 
of behind, taking all riſk upon themſelves, as 


Th 


he was apprehenſive, without Ahmood's per- 


© miſhon, any accident happening to them, 
E might injure him, and he had every reaſon 
TH hp | * to- 


13 
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«to believe there was danger, but if we choſe 


* to take the riſk, and give him a letter certiſy- 
ing we did fo, and free him from ſending us 
« away without Ahmood's protection, we might 
« likewiſe depart ; but he adviſed us againlt it, 
" for the reaſons above.” Theſe redſotit quiet- 
ed our apprehenſions, and we reſolved to wait 


for an anſwer from ſhaick Ahmood, beiore we 
took any further ſteps; thinking it more pru- 


dent to tarry a few days and prochadat in ſaſety, 
than to encounter danger and difficulties, when 
we had no ſuch prefſing buſineſs as to require 
it. The governor, about ten o'clock at night, 
paid us a viſit, and entered freely into a conver- 
fation relative to the duſtoms of Europe, which 


he ſeemed well pleaſed with. He requeſted 


ſome phyſic of | us, which we promiſed to give 
him. ; 


7 ueſiay, March 2 3: 


Juvsr after we had dined, our linguiſt ac- 


quainted us, that the governor had ſent to invite 


us to his houſe, to ſpend an hour or two; we 


accordingly went, and found with him three 
people of a very mean appearance, whom we 
imagined to be ſervants. There ſeemed to be 


little dignity obſerved here, as the commoneſt 
ſellow is allowed to ſit in the great men's pre- 
C 4 


_ ſence, - 


* 


1 * theſe rapacious vilning, without which, Iam 
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fence, and enter into diſcourſe in as free a man- 


ner as themſelves. A good looking man, . a. 


ſciad, coming in ſoon after, began a private con- 
verſation with our linguiſt reſpecting us, and 
dropped hints that there was not the danger we 
were given to apprehend, and if we could pre- 
cure a man, preſent, who belonged to Ahmood, 

to conduct us, he would anſwer for our ſafety. 

On our return home, it was reed to ſend our 
linguilt to the governor, to demand whether we 
could proceed with ſafety on the propoſal . we 


then made? The reſult of which was, that this 
obliging, friendly; careful governor, was nothing 


leſs than a true Arab, and had detained us be- 
Fauſe we had omitted to make him a preſent, 


SY Though much hurt at theſe proceedings, we 
thought it better to comply, and yet clear of this 
villainous place as ſoon as poſſible ; we therefore 


ſent him a,beniſh, a tur ban, a piece of cutaneſe, 


and 14 pounds of coffee. Thanks were re- 


turned for this mighty preſent, and we were in- 


formed that boats would be in readineſs for our 
departure the next day. This piece of Arab 


craftineſs will x. what I have previouſly ob- 


ſerved, regarding the neceſlity of gentlemen pro- 


viding themſelves with things as preſents to ſatis- 


well 


25 1 
well convinged, from experience, nothing is to 
be done. This evening a pair of boots belong- 
ing to one of our ſervants were ſtolen; the go- 
vernor, by ſome means, detected the thief, ſe- 
verely baſtinadoed him, and ſent back the boots, 
* deſiring us to order our ſervants to be upon their 
guard, as he was very apprehenſive we ſhould 
be robbed. I mention this to ſhew whata thieving 
place this is, and how neceflary it will be for gen- 
tlemen coming here to be always pon me 
watch.  -* «+ 

Wednefglay, March 24. 

Ov linguiſt acquaiated us this morning, that 
the governor had received a letter from Baſſora 
laſt night, informing him of the death of Carim 
Cawn, the regent of Perſia, at Shyraſs. In con» 
ſequence of which Saddoo Cawn, and all the 
Perfians, had left Baſſora, to repair as faſt as 
poſhble to that place, he being one of the com- 
petitors for the regency, This accident, it was 
imagined, would create great diſturbances in ti - — 
Perſian empire, and will give the Arabs an op- 
portunity of accompliſhing their ſcheme of re- 
covering Baſſora, without ſp ſhed, and I 
make not the leaſt doubt, ſhould the news prove 
true, ſhaick Tamar has before this taken the 
adyantage of it. — We were promiſed boats to 

convey 
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convey us from hence to Hilla, for which we 
were to pay twenty-four zurmaboobs.“ I was 
fearful we ſhould again be put to ſome inconve- 
nience for want of money; we were tald, a 
day or two ago, by our lioguiſt, that a merchant 
here would advance us what we wanted, for 
our, bills on Mr. Latouche; he afterwards in- 
formed us, the man would not do it. This 
fellow carried on ſome trade, conſiſting of 
ſhawls, &c. and I am inclined to believe him 
raſcal enough to perſuade us of the impoſſibi- 
lity of getting money, that we might be obliged 
to purchaſe his things, (to give the people in lieu 
of-caſh) at whatever price he pleaſed to ſet on 
them. It has very plainly appeared to me, 
throughout the jourrey, thus far, that he en- 
deavoured to flecce us as much as poſſible. 
— Theſe men are very neceſſary, and there is no 

doing Without them, but I would adviſe every 
friend; of mine not to put too much confidence 
in them, as I am perſuaded they permit the 
country people to make the moſt of you as you 
paſs. along. I have this ſuſpicion from the 
dirty, under-hagd dealing of the one we em- 
| ployed, In the afternoon we were told, that 


x Equal to (overt on piaſters. 
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the boats could not be got in readineſs before 
the next morning, and we had great reaſon to 
fear, notwithſtanding our preſents, that the ho- 
neſt governor was ſtill playing us ſome of his 
tricks. Several of the principal towns people 
adviſed us by no means to think of going the 
way propoſed, as we ſhould certainly be plun- 

dered. The ſciad who had forwarded Burford 
and De Bourg came to our linguiſt, and defired 
bim to perſuade us from taking a ſtep of the 
kind, giving as a reaſon, that the Arabs all the 
way up the river were well informed of our 
coming, and were lying in wait for us, in ex- 
pectation of meeting with great ſpoil. He faid, 
had we diveſted ourſelves of our baggage, he 
would likewiſe have ſent us on without the leaſt 
hazard, at the time the other gentlemen went. 
The only method he could now adviſe, with 
any degree of ſafety, was to return to Bazool, 
(giving out that we were going back to Baſſ fora) 
and on our airival there to diſpatch a man to 
ſhaick Tamar, to procure us camels to proceed 
to Muſhat, On hearing this, we began to think 
we. were in a moſt diſagreeable ſituation, and 
conſulted on what was beſt to be done. It was 
propoſed by ſome of the party, to change our 
clothes for the meancſt we could get, to ſend 
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back” our baggage, and go forward on afles, 
This propoſition was rejected. Soon after this, 
our linguiſt, whom we had ſent out on enquiries, 


came in, and acquainted us, that a ſciad from 
Baſſora had offered to conduct us ſafe to Hilla, 


free of all other expences, for 200 piaſters, to 
be paid on our ſafe arrival there. This, though 
rather exorbitant, we gladly embraced, and now 


_ entertained hopes of ſoon getting clear of this 
infamous place, when we were viſited by our 


careful friend the governor, and the ſciad who 
had made the propoſal coming in, told him of 
his offer, but this conſcientious gentleman put a 


i bop to it, which we have ſince heard was owing 


to the ſciad's refuſing to make him ſome ac- 
knowledgment. No money being to be pro- 
cured under 20 per cent. diſcount, we were re- 
duced to the greateſt dicfficulty, till on lefſening 
our baggage to one ſmall trunk each, which 
we found indiſpenſably neceſſary, one of the 


party luckily found eighty-two piaſtres, which 
were fully ſufficient for the occaſion. Soon af- 
ter we were again viſited by the cuſtom-maſter, 


renewing his demand of cuſtoms, and on our 
refuſing to comply with it, he very inſolently 
ſhook his ſpeac at us, telling us, he would have 


* 28 in ſpigat of our teeth Our linguiſt. 
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was ſent to the La. with a complaint of 
this behaviour; he deſired us to pay no atten- 


tion to it. About ſeven o'clock this evening 


the {ciad came to us, and advanced ! his price to 


250 piaſters, which we conſented to give him, 
and entered into a written agreement, by which 
he bound himſelf to conduct us to Muthat, and 


then return to Semowha and forward our ſer- 


vants and baggage. We propoſed ſetting out 
the next night, accompanied by Iſha, the father 
of our linguiſt, who goes with us as an inter- 
preter, to aſſiſt us as much as poſſible, being 


well acquainted with the cuſtoms of the coun- 


try we were to travel through. The honeſt 
governor, on paying us another viſit, took a fan- 
cy to a turban, which we gave him. I mention 
this.as a convincing: proof that theſe gentry are 
never ſatisfied. —Semowha, being an Arab town, 

has nothing in it worthy notice, excepting the 
women, who are beautiful in their perſons, and 
of a much fairer complexion than any I have 
before ſeen ; and from what little obſervation I 
was able to make, I am inclined to think they 
would be free of their favours, did not the a- 
mazing Jealouly of their huſbands, and the fe- 


vere laws in force as a puniſhment for adultery EY 
prevent them. They ſeem, however, v . 
docile, and are good houſe- wives. 
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Thurſday, March 25. 
Azou r eight o'clock in the evening we left 
this'extorting place, attended by Iſha and Huſlan 
Ally, the ſciad, who was to conduct vs to Mu- 
ſhat, from whence he is to return to Se- 
mowha in three days, to conduct our ſervants 


and baggage ſafe to us. We embarked in a 
| ſmall muſſook, ànd tracked and paddled at an 
amazing rate all night. 


| | Hinkley, March 26. 
EARLY this morning arrived at an Arab en- 


campment, called Shut Ghaſſaul, of the tribe 


of Ghaſſauls. About nine o'clock our ſciad 
permitted us to go on ſhore, and took us to a 


kind of fowl- houſe, where we remained all day 


and night.; our appartments were rather incom- 
modious, but we were treated with great civility, 


and met with tolerable fare. Here we were 
| * ſhift muſlooks. | 


{| Grd) . ah 27. 
- BEFORE break of day we failed Gems hanger 


in another muſſook, and by ten o'clock arrived 
at Sebya, another Ghaſſaul town, commanded 
a 2 a ſhaick. Sebya is ſituated on the border of 
a very fine creek, going up which Icha had a 
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1 1 0 with our ſciad, which terminated in his 
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: | reſolving 
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_ reſolving to proceed no further with us, though 


he never thought proper to give us any notice 
of his intention. We continued here all day, 


propoſing to quit this place ſometime in the 


night, but we were much miſtaken, owing to 
the quarrel between the ſciad and Iſha, who 
had publiſhed to the Ghaſlauls Cho we were, 
and to what place bound, which the ſciad would 
have wiſhed to have kept them in ignorance of. 
The only thing worth remarking here is the 
habitations, which are long arched huts, made 
of reeds, es ſeamed, or tied together; the 
one we occupied was built on pillars of reeds 
and ſlicks ; every other one being formed en- 
tirely of reeds ; their covering are mats made of 
reeds ; the rooms contain twenty pillars, each 
diſtant from the other about a yard; the arches 
of reeds and rafters are laid immediately on the 
heads of the pillars; the floors are laid with mats, 
which, when any perſon g goes in to ſit, drink 
coffee, and ſmoke their pipes or nargils, have 
carpets ſpread on them, and a hole KB near 
the entrance for the fire, at which the coffee, 
according to the Arab cuſtom, was roaſted and 1 


pounded, and then boiled; from this fire they 


light their pipes. The ſhaick gf this place be- 
haved very civilly, but no more ſo than is uſual 
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to any ſtranger under their roofs; yet he made 
uſe of many arguments to diſſuade us from pro- 
ceeding, which we at length perceived to ariſe 
from a deſire to put money into ſome of his 
friends pockets, and likewiſe from a wiſh to ad- 
vantage himſelf. He wanted us to take fifteen 
armed men, and pay them 300 piaſters, but as 
the ſciad had undertaken to carry us and our 
baggage for a certain ſum, free of every other 
charge, as far as to Hilla, and ſeeing him much 
averſe to the propoſal, we refuſed the ſhaick's 
offer; this demand was fo extravagant, for one 
night's labour, that, had not the ſciad been with 
= us, we ſhould not have complied with it. 


Sunday, March. 28. 

AzovuT two o'clock this morning ve got into 
2 muſſook, to go, as we ſuppoſed to Dewannee 
Hufkar, and from thence to Muſhat, but ſoon 
perceived we were taking a bye way into another 
part of Sebya, where we were to wait till night, 
for an opportunity to ſlip away by water, Ac- 
cordingly we got into a ſmall hut, where we 
remained till duſk, when two ill- looking Arabs 
came in and ſat with us. In a ſhort time our 
ſciad, with the maſter of the houſe, went out, 
to concert meaſures for our departure, and we 


gave 


3 7 
r 


1E Wy 


gave out that we intended to proceed by land. 
T he Arabs now eyed us with particular atten- 


nion, and aſked many impertinent queſtions, 
which we did not deign to anſwer as they wiſh- | 


ed, for, by ſome fignificant geſtures, they ſeemed 
highly diſpleaſed; they got up, and one, who 


had a muſquet in his hand, had but juſt got out 


of the door, when he ſquatted on his haunches, 


and preſented the piece at us. From the na- 
ture of the place, we were ſenſible ſuch beha- 
viour could not be reſented, we therefore ſub- 


- mitted to the init the man, however, did 


not fire. A gentleman of our party Was 


much agitated, and could not refrain from cal- 


ling out for aſſiſtance, for the impropriety of 
which we ſeverely rebuked him. This the 
other Arab obſerving ſeemed inclined to take ad- 
vantage of, by clapping his hand on his ſword ; 


but a by-ſtander, ſtopping him, by dit of. 


perſuaſion prevailed on them to quit the hut; at 
which time our ſciad returned, from whom we 
learned, that he had likewiſe ſpoken to them, 

and that all was quiet again. Shortly after 
we had eaten ſupper, eight armed Arabs came 
in, took up our little baggage, and conveyed it 
into two muſſooks, on board of which we alfo 
got, and, at an amazing rate, Paſſed an exten- 
e D V3 


ws 


4 
3+: 1 
ibs =. 


KH ee 


T ac 


« five town built on each fide of the riyer; and 
were tracked and paddled during the night, at 
leaſt, at the rate of five miles an hour, paſſing 


ſometimes through creeks much obſtructed by 
reeds and weeds, at other times on the river, by 


which means we happily eſcaped many of the 
thieves that infeſt thoſe parts, and avoided Lem- 


1oon, where they generally reſort. This routc 


I would wiſh to recommend to all travellers, in 


* 


preference to the nearer one by Lemloon, thoſe 


parts being infeſted by a lawleſs banditti, who 
ſubſiſt chiefly by plunder and rapine. Thoſc 
that travel this way, and ſhould they ſee theſc 


few remarks I have made, and think them 


worth remembering, I-would adviſe, on their 


arrival at Semowha, to apply immediately to 


| ſome ſciad, to mes them in a muſlook, ſup- 
poſing them to be encumbered with but little 
baggage, and only two ſervants, through theo 


way before directed; by which they will Eſcape, 


in all probability, the robbers, and arrive in threc 

days at Hilla, they will likewiſe avoid the im- 

poſitions of the governor of Semowha, and his 

cuſtom-maſter : But, whenever you propoſe to 
. put yourſelf under the direction of any ſciad, at 

| Semowha, it muſt be done without the privity 

of the governor, or any one elſe; and if you 


* bind 
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1 as 7: 
bind the ſciad, under his hand, to conduct you, 


every truſt may be repoſed itt: him; and in every 

tranſaction with any Arab, it is abſolutely neceſ- 

fry to bind him under a written obligation. 

The ſciad who conducted us, named Huſſan 

Ally, a reſident of Muſhat, is very capable of 

conducting gentlemen this route, but care muſt 

be taken to watch him, as he is a keen, cun- 

ning, neceſſitous man, and beats not the beſt of 

characters. He acted baſely by us, making uſe 
ol every ſtratagem to deceive and plunder us, 

even under our fight, always uſing ſome plau- 

fible though vague pretence. I believe none of 
the Sciads reliſh a continued journey; I mean a 

journey without reſting ; for ſuch impediments, 
merely from lazineſs, did our ſciad make, that 

except to thoſe who have travelled in India, it 
| would be hardly poſſible to credit them; but, 
above all, I would adviſe, that the attempts to! | 

terrify you by the danger from thieves, and in 
particular the Ghaſſaul Arabs, ſhould not be at- 

tended to. Every man Mould be well armed, 

with piſtols and fuzees, and I will engage that 
a party of five or fix will ſurmount every danger, 

if their ſchemes of departure be taken with cir- 
3 for as to the cutting of throats, 

of which you will be told by almoſt every one, 


Da. I am 


„ 
I am very much inclined to believe a mere farce, 
and mentioned with no other motive than to 
induce you to take ſome of their people with 
you, by which means, if they ſucceed, you ef- 
fectually ſerve their ends; and, what is infinitely 
worſe, make them imagine you afraid, of which 
they will advantage themſelves more ways than 
one. Though I think if a reſiſtance is made, 
and you are over- powered, your life is in dan- 
S. yet, as fix armed men will generally be a 
match for thoſe you may meet either by land 
or by water in your journey towards Bagdad, 
little is to be apprehended; but you muſt not 
look for * quarter, if you either kill or wound 


an ch. 


Monday, March 28, 

Wæ continued tracking, from day- light till 
about nine o'clock i in the morning, when we 
reached Dewanne Huſkar, a ſmall town under 
the Turkiſh dominions, but greatly in ruins, go- 
verned by Ahmed Aga, a very civil and polite 
Turk, whoſe ſon, Soloman Aga, is deputy go- 
vernor. The town is pleaſantly ſituated, cloſe 
to the banks of the river, encloſed by a mud 
Wall, of no great ſtrength, though ſufficiently 
Rirong: to ſerve the purpoſes for which it was 


deſigned, 
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deſigned, to prevent a ſurprize from the Arabs, 


and to keep out horſe, which are the only troops 
of any conſequence in thoſe parts. The cir- 


cumjacent country is a vaſt plain, almoſt total- 


ly uncultivated, but the little that is cultivated 


convinces me that its ſoil is exceedingly fertile. 


All the way ſince our entering Baſſora river, or 
_ otherwiſe Shut - ul-Arab, I obſerved the land to 
be very fine, the mould rich, and not a ſingle 


ſtone ts ib be found, except here and there. a 
few pebbles on the ſurſace. Our ſciad, this 


night, propoſed returning to Semowha, to bring 


up our ſervants and baggage, and put us under 
the protection and care of Solomon Aga, who 
promiſed to conduct us to Muſhat ; we agreed 
to it, as we thought it would expedite our jour- 


ney, and found there was no riſk attending it. 


| Tueſaay, March 29. 


Tuls whole day we tarried at Dewannee 


Huſkar, without meeting with any thing worth 


relating ; the cuſtoms and manners of the Turks 
being too well known to need a deſcription Here. 


WW, edneſaay, March 30. 


In the morning, about half paſt eighs o'clock, 
though we had been previouſly informed horſes. 


were 
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were to be provided for us, yet we were com- 
pelled to reft ſatisfied with poor, diminutive 


alles, without either ſaddles or bridles, having 


nothing but packs on. When I reflected on the 


pride of the Turks, and that they ſeldom ſuffer 


| Chriſtians to ride horſes, I was ſomewhat recon- 
ciled, though till conſidered it as a great ipſult. 
We had not proceeded above an hour before 
we were met by five horſes, little better than 
aſſes, but, as they were certainly of the horſe 


ſpecies, we were better ſatisfied, though bad was 


| then our lot, for they had no better accoutre- 


ments than the aſſes, and we were obliged to 


ride double. I forgot to mention that we croſ- 


ſed the river to go to Muſhat, about half a mile 


up, and travelled due weſt; the courſe of the 
river to Dewannee Huſkar, in general winds to 


the weſtward. All this day we were on horſe- 


| back, and arrived, about eight o'clock at night, 
at Muſhat, which, by moon- light, had the ap- 
Pecarance of 2 tolerable good town, though in 

particular places it bore evident marks of ruin 


and deſtruction. We hoped here, at leaſt, to 
have found a good houſe, civil and hoſpitable 


treatment, with every aſſiſtance we could re- 


quite. Anſtead of which, to our aſtoniſhment, 


ve perceived that it was with difficulty Solomon 


Aga 


1 
Aga could gain us admittance into Huſſan 8 bro= : 
ther 8 houſe, and even there we could get no- 


thing but aps (a kind of bread) for ſuppers 


which, with a little butter we brought from 


Dewannee Huſkar, was all we eat that day. 


'T Burſelay, March 31. 


MusHArT is made of ſome conſequence from 
a very fine moſque erected by Koul: Tamas 


 Khann, in honour of Imaun Ally. It has a fine 


dome, and two minarets or monuments moſt 


admirably gilt, which are great ornaments to 


the town. — What we took for gilding, I have 
ſince heard are entire plates of gold; the minarets 


and dome ſtand on an eminence, and are to be 


{een at the diſtance of twenty miles. Within 


the moſque are ſaid to be depoſited immenſe 


treaſures of precious ſtones; during the diſputes 
between the Perſians and the Turks, the ſormer 
were always permitted to come and worſhip at 
the moſque. The inhabitants are chiefly Arabs, 


governed by a Turk, of which fe&t are very few 
in this place. — On the 4th of April, being 


Eaſter-day, all the people for miles round 
the country, were aſſembled at the moſque ; 
whether this was in honour of the day, or any 
cpm feſtival of their own, I. could not 

| D4 __ -— 
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earn. Our ſituation here for three days was 
very diſagteeable, for being continually expoſed 
to the impertinence of the people, and having 
no linguiſt with us to explain what we wanted, 
it ſubjected us to great impoſitions, eſpecially 
from the maſter of the houſe, a crafty Arab, 
and to add to our misfortunes, we had no clothes 
to ſhift ourſelves, and thoſe we had on, from 
the long time of wearing them, and the dirty 
places we had. been obliged to lie in, were not 
entirely free from vermin. At length one of 
our ſervants arrived from Semowha, but had 
been robhed of his clothes, and Wo letters that 
were ſent by him from our linguiſt, and Euro- 
pean ſervant, by the Arabs. With this ſervant 
we made a little better ſhift. We waited here 
near a week, without receiving any intelligence 
of out ſciad, and hearing he bore but an irdiffe- 
rent character, we began to expreſs ſome. appre- 
henſions for our ſervants and baggage ; however, 
on the 6th, in the evening, be arrived from 
Dewannee Huſkar, having ſent on our ſervants 
and things, in a boat, to Hilla. He brought us 
fome clothes, which were very acceptable, and 
a letter from our linguiſt, which convinced us 
that he had behaved in a moſt infamous manner 
towards us, but, as we were in a place where 
. | Es NO 


1 J 


no ſatisfaction could be obtained, we thought it 
moſt prudent to paſs it over, at leaſt for the pre- 
ſent. Being heartily ſick of this place, we in- 
ſiſted on our ſciad's conducting us, the next day, 
on to Hilla. Having procured | horſes and mules, 
we ſet out about eleven o'clock, travelling over 
a very pleaſant country, and paſſing on the 
road a number of caravans from Hilla to Mu- 
ſhat. At ten o'clock we halted at a caravanſeraþ- 
where we drank coffee, then proceeding on a» 
gain, about balf paſt three o'clock we came to 
a walled moſque, called Kirbilla, in which 
there is a caravanſera ij but not ſtopping here, 
vue got ſight of ſome ſuſpicious horſemen, who 
croſſed the road to reconnoitre us, which our 
ſciad obſerving, he returned back with us to 
the moſque, where we ſtaid till twelve oclock 
at night, and then mounted again, and travels 
ling forward, arrived about day-light at Hilla. 
We put up at a Khan, * and ſhortly after were 
met by our ſervants, hs came by water, with 
our things. We were ſoon after vitited by Ally: 


*A dubüe building, conſiſting of warehouſes, , 2 | 
chambers above, for the conveniency of travellers "and 
merchants, common in Turkiſh countries to all comers, 
inſtead of inns ; and are built, and kept in repay by cha · 
kitable bequeſts from religious perſons. 


Argiava, 


3 | [ 4 
TR + Argiava, the cuſtom- maſter of the place, to 
1 whom we were recommended by Mr. Latouche ; 
hefurniſhed us with money, on a letter of credit 
from Mr. Marcar, (Mr. Latouche's agent at Bag- 
dad,) in conſequence of Capt. Burford' s arrival at 
that place the 27th of March, and his having 
made application to him on our behalf. Hilla 
is a large Turkiſh town, built on both ſides of 
the Euphrates, over which it has a bridge of 
boats; the town ſeems well ſituated for trade, 
bat through the indolence of the Turks, . and 
the tyrannical government exerciſed over them, 
very little is carried on; the beautiful gardens 
with which'it is encompaſſed, planted with fruit 
trees of all kinds, afford an agreeable proſpect. 
Plenty of excellent proviſions are to be had; 
and ſome of the fineſt fiſh I ever beheld, are 
caught in the river. — Here we had a diſpute 
with our raſcally ſciad, who was not content to 
take the money he had agreed with us for, but 
demanded 300 piaſtres for his trouble. He hack 
—__ green away a pair of piſtols belonging. to me, 
''Y 3a which, we inſiſted on deducting from his ac- 
1 count; this cauſed him to lhos with great. 
infolence to us, attempting to draw his ſword 
on us, to frighten us into a compliance with his: 
demands, but finding theſe ſebemes would not 
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avail, he had recourſe to Ally Argiava, who per- 


ſuaded us for our own and nation's honour, 
and for the eaſe and convenience of travellers 
coming that way hereafter, it would be better 
to pay the fellow according to our firſt ayree- 
ment, without any deduction, which we con- 
tenting to, he received his full amount, and was 


ſent about his buſineſs. Having waited here 


two days, and ſufficiently refreſhed ourſelves, 


ve provided mules and aſſes, and early on the 


gth inſtant croſſed the river, journeying towards 
Bagdad, We travelled this day till about ſun- 


| ſet, when we halted at a caravanſera, about 30 
miles diſtant from Bagdad, here we procured 


proviſions, ſuch as fowls, ese and butter. 


.4 ; 141 g 


Funday, April 1o. 
ABO m o clock this morning, myſelf 


and another of the party, accompanied by a 


Turk, ſet out for Bagdad, leaving the reſt to 


come on with the caravan. About ſeven o'clock 
we got fight of Bagdad, which, at a diſtance, 


appears like a grove of trees, we found the river 


Tygris had begun to ſwell and had overflowed 
the country for ſome miles round, which com- 


pelled us to make fo large A circuit in order to 
avoid it, that it was * mid-day before we 
| | rache 
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. the ſuburbs. Here we croſſed the river 
to enter the city, and being conducted to Mr. 


Marear's houſe, were very hoſpitably received 


by kim. The reft of our friends arrived | in a- 
bout two hours after us. 
* e April ks 4. | 
Trio: city (Bagdad) is not the ancient Baby- 
* as. by ſome ſyppoſed ; Baby lon ſtood higher 
up, on the Euphrates. Near Hilla are ſtill vi- 
ſible. the ruins called Babel, by ſome ſuppoſed 


to have been ancient Babylon.—Bagdad is fitu- | 


ated on the Tygris, diſtant from Hilla about 
fifty miles; the city is large and populous, and 
the advantage of the Tygris is ſo conſiderable, 


with regard to commerce, that although the cli- 
mate is exceſſive hot, and in other reſpects far 


from being agrecable, yet 15 DL number of inha- 
bitants are computed at £5,658 


422522> | but before 
the plague broke out there, they were. ſuppoſed 


to be four times that number. It is governed | 
by s a baſhaw, whoſe authority extends as far as 


5 Courdiſtan, Ihe revenues would be immenſe 
was the government mild, but, inſtead thereof, 


oppreſſion rules here with the moſt deſpotic 


ſway! The baſhaw, is continually extorting 


pd from, the Poor inhabitants, and none ſuf- 


fer 
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fer more than the unfortunate Jews and Chriſti- 
ans, many of whom are put to the. moſt cruel 
tortures in order to force their property from 
them. This ſeries of tyranny and oppreſſion 
has almoſt entirely drove them out of the city, 
in conſequence of which the trade muſt ſuffer 
very conſiderably, they being generally the prin- 
5 3 merchants in the place. The gentleman 
at whoſe houſe we reſided, a few days ago ex- 
perichcedꝭ this infamous treatment: His ſchroff, 
or banker, a Jew, was impriſoned by the ba- 
ſhaw, and after being ſeverely baſtinado d, 4500 
piaſtres were taken from him, and placed to the 
account of Mr. Marcar, our friend. The man 
was then releaſed, but, on reviſiting his houſe, 
he found it had been broken open during his 
confinement, and goods to the amount of 300 
rupees taken out of his apartments. - Theſe 
ſhameful opprefiions being daily ptacticed in 
different parts of the city, Mr. Marcar has de- 
. termined to leave the place as ſoon as he can 
ſettle his affairs; which wiu be a great loſs to 
Engliſhmen travelling in theſe parts, 'as he 
is a very obliging. amiable man, and much at- 
tached to the Engliſh nation. The ſoil of this 
country is the moſt fertile I ever met with; 
3 fruits of all kinds are to be had * 
teilt 


\ + <> We 
* ; 
b . : LY 2A », 2 hes s 5 . a WB 4 
- ” 4 * 4 p 9 nn 8” A. * = 'a# 4 1 . r EF 
4 7 L 8 « 5 fs 1 - * F# * : 22 2] 4 * 7 * 
558 1 x . ting a "Oy "& . SI ff % 7 C WF 
"a A , ah 4 2 * . . 5 4 
a * 5 4 g — 2 — * [ys - Lg * 
5 be # & & 4 / # EY = P*. _ - e * a Wh »% 
* „ > AR F; — 2 ' 2 | * We 
, ar * 4 4 * — ny "= ** 1 . * 
o * : ** % 6 1 6 — * 
nn / 4 , * r * 
4 * — 4 x ” * as - 
» EIS 4 0 „% ee wa, fs 
o — 4 . * 13 PRs * . 


. 8 6 4 
* 5 , 
4 


ww 


g N 


3 
Fe 
. 
Ft 
LL 
. 


F 
i 
*; 
if 
„ 
lf 
| 
ti 
7% 
398 
is 


— ws, * 
r 


| UL] 7 
proper ſeaſons, which are, the months of June, 
July, and Auguſt ; and vegetables of all forts 
are here in their greateſt perſection.— About 
two days journey from hence, up the Tygris, I 
am credibly informed, groves of orange and 
pomegranate trees are very plentifully intermix- 
ed, which render it a moſt delightful retreat. 
The ſeaſons, I am told, correſpond with thoſe 
of Europe, except in the months of June, July, 
and Auguit, the weather then is fo extremely 
hot, as to oblige the inhabitants to live, for theſe 
months, in ſubterraneous apartments, which are 
arched over, to admit the freer circulation of 
the air. The houſes are generally large, built 
of brick and cement, and are arched over; 

many of the windows are made of elegant 
Venetian glaſs; the ceilings are moſtly orna- 
' mented with a kind of chequered work, which 
has generally a noble appearance ; moſt of the 
Houſes have a court-yard before them, in the 
middle of which is a little plantation of orange 
trees, &c. that has a very pleaſing effect. The 
foil, which would produce not only every con- 
veniency in life, but almoſt every luxury, is, 
through the natural indolence of the Turks, and 
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. the many faults in the government of the coun- 
= * in a great meaſure, uncultivated and, neg- 
i . lected. 
1333 


. 
lected. The revenues are computed at 125 
lacks of piaſtres, or 1, 562, 500l. ſterling, but a 
quarter part of this is not collected, .owing'to 
the ſloothfulneſs of the Turks, who ſuffer the 
Arabs to plunder them of the remainders This, 
in ſome meaſare, accounts for the cruelties and 
extortions that are continually practiced here. 
As the baſhaw lives in all the tplendoar of a 
ſovereign prince, and maintains a very 'large 
army, He could not be able to defray his 
expences, was he not t& have recourſe to 
oppreſſion and injuſtice; and he, by his exten- 
ſive power, acting almoſt independent of the 
Porte, only acknowledging it to bring in a bal- 
lance from thence yearly in his favour; theſe 
circumſtances conſidered, his ar bitrary proceed. 
ings are not much to be wondered at. Illegal 
miniſterial conduct has almoſt ruined this fine 
city, was it mildly governed, it is ſo well ſitua- 
ted for traffick, that it certainly would be the 
reſidence of a number of Chriſtian merchants, 


which would make it one of the richeſt Al 6 


moſt flouriſhing places in the world, 


N 


Tueſday, April I 2. 
Wr went this morning in order to view 
uu! of the town, and the buzars or mark 


W hich 


1 48 ] 


which we found large and extenſive, being co- 


vered over with arches built of maſonry, and 
divided into different ſtreets, filled with ſhops 
of all kind 


/, DCA 


12 n; every thing a perſon can have occaſion 
for, may be had there; the number of houſes 
in the city are computed at near 80,000 ; each 
houſe and ſhop pay an annual tribute to the ba- 


ſhaw, which is calculated to produce the ſum 


of $00,000]. ſterling. Beſides theſe immenſe 
revenues, that are collected, the baſhaw pretends, 
by repairs on the fortifications, 30 or 40, oool. 
are annually expended, when not ſo many hun- 
dreds are taken out of his coffers for that pur- 
poſe; likewiſe clearing the river, and mending 
the bridge, become a charge greater than their 
income, and probably not the value of an Eng- 
ich ſhilling is expended. —Thus the Porte is 
wy ſubjected, by the raſcality of the governor, to at 


leaſt as much annual expence as is altogether 


| necfſeary, owing as much to its own weakneſs, 
as to its bad government and policy. To ſup- 


port the expence of the ſeraglio, their clothes, | 


. of their horſes, and every outward 
pomp, the amount is conſiderable. We took 
the opportunity of viewing the citadel, which 
3 town, and com- 

mands 


of merchandize, to the number of 


— } 


a a 
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Gy þ mands the river, and canſiſts of curtains, and 
baſtions, on which ſome very long Cannon are 
mounted, with two mortars .in each baſtion, : 
placed on no other beds. than the ground; they 
appeared. ſo much honey-combed, and. the 
touch- holes ſo very bad, that I am convinced 
no European would fire them; the carriages 
of the guns are likewiſe ſo unweildy, and in 
ſuch a ſhattered-condition, that, from their ap- 
pearances, they would not ſupport one firing, 
but would be ſhaken in pieces ; their elevations 
were from thirty to forty degrees, but they had - 
no quoins to level them. There are, beſides, a 
number of ſmall towers, and loop holes for 
muſquetry, placed at certain diſtances, all well 
encompaſſed by a ditch of twenty-five feet deep, 
which can be filled at any time by the waters 
of the Tygris. The citadel is fo cloſe to the 
houſes, that it might be eaſily taken, if poſſeſſion 
was once gained of the town; but from what lit- 
tle I have ſeen, I would not adviſe an attack 
to be made towards the land, as ſluices might, 
with the greateſt facility, be cut into the ditch, - 
and ſo overflow the country for miles round; 
an advantageous attack might be made from 
the water, two ſmall veſſels, from eight to twelve 
guns, would be of infinite ſeryice, hoth to bat- 
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ter the town, 5 to cover the landing of the 
troops. We were ſhewn a number of cannon, 
and fome mortars, which were left by Nader 
Shaw, when he retreated from this place. In 


one corner of the citadel is a platform of ſmall 
Cannon, which ſerves as a ſaluting battery. 
The mornings of the 143th and 14th inſtant, we 


ſpent in viewing the ancient buildings of the 
place; among others we were ſhewn a khan, 


ſaid to be built 800 years ago, by one of the 


Cæſars, but this like many others of their ac- 
counts, I could hardly credit, as the Roman 


Empire was extinct long before that period. 1: 
is, however, a fine, large, lofty ſtructure, and 
is conſidered as an ornament of antiquity ; the 


bricks, of which it is built, appear as freſh as if 
made only a few years.—On the 16th we rode 
round the city, which is fortified by lofty thick 
walls of brick, covered with earth, and ſtrength- 
ened by great towers, much reſembling cavalic: 


baſtions, the whole being ſurrounded by a deep 
ditch. The city is in the form of an irregula: 


ſquare ; the walls, in many places, are broken 
down, occaſioned by the diſputes which hap- 
pened on the death of Abdulla Baſha, about 
gths ſince, when two competitors a- 


ad, for the Baſhawick, who foüght 
ſeveral 


twelve me * 


be F I' 


23 ſeveral times in the town and citadel, and laid "I 
f great part of it in ruins. In the interim, the 
5 governor of Muſſool and Nineveh being ap- 
. pointed Baſhaw by the Porte, came hüben with 

1 ; a confiderable army, and took pollefſion of. the 
- KU fovercignty, vanquiſhing his two opponents. 
a | _ Oppoſite the city, on the other {ide of the river, 
& are the very extenſive ſuburbs, from whence 
* | ſhells might be thrown into the town, which 
== would have a dreadful effect on a place ſo cloſely 
411 7 there is a communication between the 
n City and ſuburbs, by a bridge. of boats, the only 
t | kind of bridge which that river will admit of 
1 sit is broad and deep, and in its: ordinary > 5 
e courſe very rapid; at certain ſeaſons it ſwells to 
2 15 a prodigious height, and overflowing the coun- 
e try occaſions many moraſſes on that fide;oppoſite 

* the city. Among theſe are ſeveral towns and 
- B villages, whoſe inhabitants are ſaid to be the an- 
rt . cient Chaldeans ; they are of a particular reli- 
'L A2ion, which they pretend is that of Seth. The 
* 4 inhabitants of this city are compoſed chiefly of 
n Periians, Armenians, Turks, Arabs, and Jews, 

- which laſt act in the capacity of ſchroffs, or 
+ bankers, to the merchants. The Jews, notwith- 
2 ſtanding the ſevere treatment they meet with 
t VE from the government, are induced to live here 


> e . E 2 from 
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from a reverence to the prophet Ezekiel, whole 


| mauſoleum, they pretend, is a day's journey 
from the city. Beſides the Jews who reſide 


Here, there are many that come every year out 


of devotion, to viſit the prophet's tomb. There are 


alſo two European gentlemen, a Venetian, and 


2 Frenchman, with five Romiſh prieſts, who 
are Frenchmen and Italians. - Two chapels are 


permitted for thoſe of the Romiſh and Greek 
perſuaſions, at the former the five prieſts officiate, 


In the city are ſeveral large, beautiful moſques, 


but into which Chriſtians are never ſuffered to 


enter if known to be ſuch, for fear it ſhould de- 
file them. There are alſo a number of antique 
buildings; at the diſtance of about ten miles 


ſtand the ruins of an ancient tower ſaid to be 


built by Nimrod, for the better obſervation of 


the celeſtial bodies, of which I ſhall take occa- 
fion to ſpeak hereafter. On the 18th we walk- 


ed out to take a view of a garden belonging to 
one of the late Baſhaws, at a little diſtance from 
the city: It abounded with fruit trees of all 


kinds, but its greateſt beauty, and what beſt de- 
ſerved our attention, was the orangery, which 
is a large piece of ground, divided inte ſquares, 


with walks between them, and which are ſhackd 
with ſpreading orange trees, bearing, when we 


were 


\ 
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were there, the fineſt fruit I ever faw, fo beau- 


tifully intermixed with leaves, as to afford a 
more delightful ow than can poſſibly be ima- 


gined. 


During our reſidence here, we had an oppor- 
tunity of ſeeing the Baſhaw go to his moſque: 
He is a man of but a mean appearance, but was 


attended by a body guard of about twenty men, 
armed with lances; he was richly dreſſed, and 


mounted on a fine horſe, moſt ſuperbly capari- f 
ſoned; behind him was led another ſtate horſe, 
on which he returned, it being their cuſtom ne- 


ver to ride back the fame horſe they go out on. 


We likewiſe ſaw his palace, which affords no- 
thing worth relating, it being but a very indiffe- 
rent edifice; the one belonging to the late Ba- 
ſhaw's wife, is undoubtedly a very noble and 
princely building ; the ceilings, and pannels of 
the rooms are richly ornamented with gold and 


paintings after the Perſian faſhion ; her female 


attendants, we are told, amounted to upwards 
of one hundred. The Mahometan women are 


very richly drefled, wearing bracelets on their 


arms, and jewels in their ears; the Arabian wo- 
men have the partition between their noſtri!: 
bored, wherein the) y wear rings. 


Ez _ - 


F 
„ 7 Tueſday, April 19. 


Tus morning we began making preparati- 


ons for our departure: The ſhaick, of whom 


we hired the caravan came to us, and on ſeeing 


our baggage, faid, that» eight camels were not 


able to carry the things, and a ſufficient quantity 


of water for our kotfed': this cauſed ſome little 


demut amongſt us; he, at laſt, conſented to re- 
I duce the price of the camels we ſhould have 

extraordinary, to forty piaſtres, on our paying 
forty-four cach for the firſt ci ight, and we were 
neceſſitated to agree to pay, for thirteen camels, 
ten armed men, with other attendants to Alep- 
po, 310 Turkiſh checkeens. Every thing was 


to bean readineſs for our departure in two days, 


and he bound himſelf, By a written obligation, 
to obey our directions in all matters CR the 
journey. This is abſolutely e in eve 
concern with a-ſhaick. 


We anefday, April 20. 
Our horſes and baggage were ſent acroſs tl. 


river, with our ſervants, to the place from 
"whence the caravan was to {et out; we remain- 


ed, this day, at Bagdad, to ſettle our accounts, 


&. with Mr. e and to give him bills on 


Aleppo for w hat money wwe had receiv ed from: 
| | him. 


f 
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him. We propoſed to proceed in the morning 
about break of day, and gave directions to have 
cuvery thing in readineſs for ſetting off, on our ar- 
rival at the place. — Since we have been in this 
city, we were informed, that on the Perſians e- 
vacuating Baſſora, ſhaick Tamar, with a party 
of Arabs, had taken poſſeſſion of that place, for 
the Turks. — Whilſt we tarried here, we have 
had repeated opportunities of obſerving ho vil- 
lanies of Riſha, our linguiſt, particularly in ſome 
tranſactions he had with one of the company, 
and for fear of forgetting ſome of the moſt ca- 
pital ones, I fall endeavour to inſert them 
here, for my own juſtification; and to prevent 

others from falling into the ſame ſnare: On our 
journey from Baſlarg to Semowha, he was con- 
tinually repreſenting to. us.the Bene of our 
making preſents, which, I am convinced, there 
was not the ſmalleſt occaſion for, excepting to 
the governor of Semowha, bn whom, thould you 
be oliliguel to wait there a day or two, a tr fling. 
pee is not badly beſtowed, to prevent you 
from the impoſitions of the cuſtom- maſter, who 
will make you pay ſeverely for your bagg gage, 
unleſs he is reſtrained by the governor. or all 
contracts entered into v vith the ſctads or ſhaicks, 
WHO ac company you. from Semowha to Hilla, 


* E 4 | 1 care 
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care muſt be taken in the agreement, to have it 
inferted in full of all demands, on your arrival 
thither. Yet, notwithſtanding, if you are men of 
fortune, and can weil afford it, a preſent of a 


coarſe ſhaw}, a beniſh, or a pair of common 
- Piſtols, ſhould be made him, for your own cre- 
dit. On your arrival at Hilla, you mult endea- 
vour to procure yourſelves good horſes, ſaddles, 


and bridles, otherwiſe you will be accommo- 


dated only with mules or aſſes, accoutred with 
packs and halters ; the price of an aſs or mule, 
from Hilla to Bagdad, is from two piaſtres and 


a half to three and a half. Another impoſition 


of Riſha's, was, his charging for a Turkiſh dreſs 


100piaſtres, which was 100 per cent. on what 


it co; for an argile, 17 checkeens, when he 
Had paid no more than eight and a half for it; 


from the purchaſe of a horſe, 60 checkeens, he 


obliged the {eller to refund 17, which he by 


propriated to his own uſe. This day, 1 
particular, Mr. Marcar gave us a further 3 
of his impoſition, by informing us of his at- 


tempting to defraud us of twenty Turkiſh chec- 
- keens. This determined us to diſcharge the 


raſcal from our ſervice, fearing, that to anſwer 


his own ends, he would ſubject us to number- 


leſs unneceſſary ex pences on the road; and hav- 


ing De * s linguiſt with' us, who had been 


this 


Ee ENS }- 
this route before, and one of our ſervants alſo 
underſtanding the language, we found we could 
do much better without him. 

Thurſday, April 21. 
Havine adjuſted our little concerns, we 
croſſed the river about five in the morning, and 
_ to the place from whence the carayan ſet 
out. On our arrival we called Riſha to us, and, 
3 the preſence of Mr. Marcar, who accompa- 
nied us, acquainted him, we were fo well con- 
vinced of his illegal conduct towards us, that we 
were reſolved to diſmiſs him, and that we would 
certainly make Mr. Latouche acquainted with 
the frauds he had practiſed on us; however, 
25 we had agreed with him to go with us to 
Aleppo for 200 piaſtres, we would pay him the 
half of that ſum. On hearing this, he endea- 
voured to juſtify himſelf, and to mollify our ſe- 
verity towards him; but, finding all his entrea- 
ties would not avail, he had recourſe to inſolent 
language, but we ſoon ſilenced him, by behaving 
with a proper ſpirit. We wrote to Mr. La- 
touche, ' complaining of the treatment we had 
received from him, & and delivered the letter to 
2 I. our 
Since I have been in England, I have been favoured 


with a letter from the worthy reſident of Baſſora, in- 
6 forming 
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our friend Marcar, who ſoon after took his leave 


of us. Riſha now, finding us reſolute, took. 


himſelf quietly away. About feven O clock we 
{et out with the caravan, and travelled for abou: 
two hours, when we halted, and pitched our 


tents on a ſpacious plain, where we waited for 
the ſhaick and our armed men. 


Friday, Abril 22. 


HavinG continued the remaining part of the 
preceding day on this plain, in expectation of 


our armed people jouſing us, we were informed. 


that they would not come till late in the even- 


ing, as the ſhaick had not as yet ſettled his af- 


fairs. Accordingly, about nine o'clock at night, 
they arrived, and gave us notice to have every 


thing in readineſs for ſetting off by un. riſe the 
next morning. | 


Saturday, April 23. 


Ar break of day began loading the camels, 
which took up ſomewhat more than an hour. 
Four gentlemen of our party, and myſelf, ac- 


companied by the ſhaick rode acroſs the coun- 


forming me, that in conſecquence of our joint letter f 
e Þ it apainſt Riſha, he had made him refund a part ot 


21 5 
his ill-gotten caſh, RAE he had remitted to India en our 
account; and had expelled him the factory, 
| | try 


1 un 
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try the diſtance of about ten miles, to view 
the tower of Nimrod, and as we travelled on 
| Horſeback, we could eafily overtake the caravan. 
Before we had proceeded half way, an os 
happened to a gentleman's ſaddle, which detain- 
ed him behind. After travelling through ex- 
ceeding high reeds and ruſhes, and a very diſa- 
greeable road, in about two hours we came to 
the tower, which is built on an eminence, and 
a baſe of about 100 cubits diameter. It appears 
_ almoſt like a maſs of earth, being erected of 
bricks dried by the ſun, amazing thick, and be- 


rween every three or four feet there is a layer 


of reeds; its height is at leaſt 160 feet, but we 
found no remains either of a door or ſtairs. 
The only curiofity which ſtruck us, was the a= 
ſtoniſhing freſhneſs of the reeds, which ſeem 
as if put in but a very few years a9, though 
by the beſt accounts we could find, it Las been 


built upwards of 4000 years. It is impoſſible, 
from its preſent decayed ſtate, to form any true 


conception of its original detign, but it is ſup- 


poſed to have been intended for the better ob- 


ſervation of the hcavenly bodies, the Chaideans 
being the firſt people who profeſſed the art of 
Aſtronomy. After amuſing ourſelves for an 
hour in ſutveying this ancient t tower, we croſſed 

an 
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an extenſive plain which ſeemed to have been 
lately overflowed. In about two hours after- 


wards we came up with the caravan, and found 
that the gentleman we had left behind was alſo 
arrived; he had loſt his way, but falling in with 


ſome Arabs, by the promiſe of a preſent, he in- 
duced them to conduct him to the caravan. At 
three in the afternoon we halted and pitched 


our tents, We were told that ſome of ho ca- 


mels had thrown down their loads, from which 


accident many of our things were broken, and 


a boy, belonging to a gentleman in company, 


was hurt very ſeverely by a kick he received 
from one of them, in his loins.— The camel is 


wonderfully adapted by Providence for travel- 
Jing through hot, ſandy deſerts, being able to 


go three or four days (ſome ſay fix or ſeven). 
without water. They generally browſe on the 
little ſhrubs which theſe barren wilds produce, 


and if they meet with nothing of that kind, a 
ſmall quantity of corn, or a few balls made of 


the meal which travellers commonly carry along 
with them, will nouriſh one of thoſe animals a 


whole day. They can carry fix or ſeven hun- 
dred weight, with which they travel at the rate 


of two miles and a half an hour, or thereabouts, 
And their 1 r is frequently twelve or 


fifteen 
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and concluded with adviſing them to acquieſce 


1 6 
fifteen hours. The fleſhy foot of the camel is 
well fitted to the hot ſands, which parch 


and damage the hoof. The camel generally 
| les:down to be mounted, but if diſmounted on 


the road, the rider gets up again by the aſſiſtance 


of a man, who ſtoops down for. that Ry 


| Sunday, April 24. 
EARLY this morning we continued our jour- 
ney, proceeding for about four hours and a half, 


when we came to a watering place, where our 


people inſiſted on waiting till next morning, for 


two other garavans. We the more readily com- 


plied with their requeſt, as the boy who was 
| yeſterday injured by the camel, was now in 


great pain, and apparently very fick. 


Monday, April 246 | 

By ſun-riſe we were in motion, but had not 
trave!led more than two hours, when we were 
accoſted by two horſemen belonging to Solomon 


Beg, a chief of an Arab banditti, which infeſt 


the environs of Bagdad. They brought a letter, 
addreſſed to the ſhaicks of caravans, that were 


with us, acquainting them, that he had levied a 


cuſtom on all caravans pafſing with merchandiſe, 
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in his demand, and not give him the trouble of 
coming down for it. This cauſed a conſulta- 
tion to be held among the ſhaicks, but they at 
length determined to go on to the watering 


place, from whence they would ſend him a pre- 


ſent; at this watering place (a large well, ſunk 


in the deſert) we arrived about ten o'clock, and 


pitched our tents. About three in the afternoon 
we were alarmed by the cry of Arabs, and going 


out of the tent perceived about thirty horſemen 
coming down upon us ; our armed people were 


commanded out to reconnoitre them, but find- 


ing they belonged to Solomon Beg, ſuffered 


them to come into the camp. They alighted 
rom their horſes, and being ſeated on a carpet 


ſpread for them, began to enter upon the buſi- 


neſs they came about. However, it was defer- 
red till they had eaten together, it being the 
Arabian cuſtom, firſt to eat, which expreſſes a 


token of friendſhip, and then to proceed to bu- 
finels. After they had finiſhed their meal, they 


received a trifling preſent from the merchants, 
amounting in value to about twenty piaſtres, on 


which they quietly departed. Though on their 


firſt appearance, our ſhaick had defired us to 
keep within the tent, they ſeemed to be ſuch a 
moe. that J am \ confident twenty men, well 


armed, 


arr 
wht 


{w 


jo! 


in, 


two a we have obſerved an amazing num- 
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armed, would be more than a match for the 


whole banditti, as theſe were a ſupplied with 


Foes and long ſpears. 


Nell, April 165 . 
NT Half paſt five o'clock we purſued « our 


journey, and at twelve came to another Water- 


ing place, and pitched our tents. | Here we 


could get no fodder for our horſes, and being 


unable to perſuade the ſhaick to go on, were 


obliged to continue there for the remaining part 


of the day, and all night. On our firſt arrival 
here, the water of the well had ſuch a dreadful 


taſte, and ſtunk ſo abominably, that we could 


not uſe it, but on digging five or fix feet deeper, 
we found ſome very good, which was a joyful 

acquiſition to thiſtry travellers. This afternoon, 
we obſerved the boy, who was hurt by the 
camel, had the ſimall pox broke out on him. 


WW, ee de Aprel a7, 
We decamped about-{un-riſe, "as over 


2 very pleaſant plain, agreeably interzpbrſec with 


young ſouthern wood, buſhes, and wild flowers. 
At twelve, we halted, near a ſmall brook. of 
water, where we remained all night. For theſe 


ber 
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ber of partridges, alſo ſome hares, and antelope: 
but were not able to procure ny of te latter. 


BY Thurſday, April = 


By five o'clock this morning we ſet. out, and | 
proceeding 'on, we obſerved a number of birds 


at a little diſtance on the left, and having my 
gun with me, I rode towards them, in hopes of 
killing ſome, and being led, through eagerneſ; 


of ſport, to a conſiderable diſtance, I loſt fight 


of the caravan, and riding about for near an 


hour, and not being able to find them, I deter- 


mined to make for the river, which lay due weſt, 


diſtant about twelve miles, that being the only 
hope I had left of meeting with them. On 


aſcending a ſmall hill, I obſerved, at a conſide- 
rable diſtance, on the right, a parcel of camels, 


I took them for ours, and rode towards them as 
faſt as poſſible, which pace, in leſs than an hour, 


brought me up with them ; but, finding they 
did not belong to our compeny, and that 1 


could gain no intelligence from them of our 
caravan, I continued my route, in expectation of 
overtaking a large flock that were at a diſtance, 
and which I took to be our camels. - Before 1 
had proceeded halt a mile, I eſpied a horſeman, 
armed with a lance and ſword, coming towards 
= 


tel — by 2 * , 
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me. I at fic Asch him to be one of our 
people, ſent in ſearch of me, but was ſoon con- 
vinced of my error, by his advancing towards 
me with his lance ready pois'd ; 1 immediately 


halted and cocked my fuzee, putting myſelf 1 in 


2 poſture of defence, which he perceiving, ſtop- 
ped likewiſe, and ſpoke ſeveral words which I 
did not underſtand. On finding me determined 
to defend myſelf, he ſuffered me to go on; and, 


on drawing nearer the flock which I had con- 
jectured to be our camels, found them to be 


bullocks. I now thought it much more eligi- 
ble to return to the ſmall caravan I had lately 
left, than to run any farther riſk, eſpecially as 
I was entirely ignorant what road to take; On 
my return, I again encountered the Arab, Who 


now 3 the road, and behaved in a very 


hoſtile manner, which I took not the leaſt no- 


tice of, but kept myſelf on my guard; I reſolv- 


ed not to fire at him, till he firſt threw his lance 


at me, as he then would give me an opportunity 


of making my aim more certain, .by advancing 


. nearer to him. This determination I took be- 


cauſe, ſhould I have miſſed him, he would have 


had every advantage over me, as I had no other 


weapon of defence than my fuzee. At this 
critical period the caravan came in fight, and 
F obſerving 


. 


6} $3 


obſerving my ſituation, ſent two of their people 


to my aſſiſtance, which cauſed the fellow imme- 
diately to ride off. On joining the caravan, they 


treated me very civilly, aſſuring me of their pro- 
tection, until I ſhould meet with my own peo- 


ple;.and at the ſame time informed me, thai 


diſtance from the river; a number of lions 
"orc ; eas infe!t its barks, thoegh we were not 
ne lea; diſturb d by any of them. In our 


the man who threatened to attack me was a 
* i wild Arab, who would have plun 


every thing, had I not deen armed. 
half an hour afterwards, we were joined by a 


ered me of 
In abort. 


} 


_ merchant belonging to a caravan in our com- 


pany, with whom I proceeded forwards, and 


in about an hour came up with our party, after 


being abſent near four hours. I found my com- 
'panions had been under great apprehenſions for 


my ſafety, and had ſent out ſeveral perſons in 
"ſearch of me. What I have here related, will 


"plainly ſhew how neceſſary it is fot ſtrangers to 
= keep in fight of the caravan; for, from the vaſt 

=. plains, and hills all around, people may eafily 
mis the road, and will then run a great riſk 'of 
being plundered, if not aſſaſſinated. Abou: 


"noon we came to our ground in a valley ſur- 
"rounded by high mountains about five mile“ 


VV ay 


him if he would undertake to conduct us that 


Damaſcus, but alſo to as many ruins as he poſſi- 


hence to Damaſcus very dangerous, but leſs 


E 
way hither we paſſed by ſome hills of a ſhining 
marle, thatis a whitiſh colour, much reſembling. 
marble, only 'tis of a ſolter nature, which has a 
very ine appearance. -* » | 


Friday, April 29 


By ſun-riſe we ſet off for Heat, which our 
ſhaick told us was about five hours journey from 
hence, and we reached it about the time he 
mentioned. In the evening, having ſome con- 
verſation with our ſhaick concerning the ruins 
on the road, he told us there were many near 
Damaſcus, and between that place and Aleppo, | 
which he expreſſed a high ſatisfaction at having 
teen, We informed him we had read much 
about Tadmor or Palmyra, and the other 
cities between Damaſcus and Al leppo, and aſked 


route? He ſaid he would not only convey us to 


bly could, which were likely to afford us any * 
atiefadtioh We found the Girect road from 


ſo if we took that rowards Aleppo tor ſeven days, 
and then turn off from thence to a town, the . 
name of which is forgot, ſo on to Palmyra &c. 


TD. 


F 2 | and 
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1 Damaſcus, and then take the route by five 
towns, built by the ancients, but now inhabited 
by Turks and Arabs to Aleppo. We agreed, if 
on further enquiries we found it eligible, to. ſend 
an expreſs to the conſul at Aleppo, and to Mr. 
Charles Smith, on whom we had our bills 
drawn, requeſting them to procure us letters of 
5 protection to the governors of the different places 
Faw and cities we were to paſs through, to exempt 
| aus from a fort of tax, or head-money, they lay 
on Chriſtians, as alſo to give us credit for caſh, 


of Heat appears, at a diſtance like a parcel of 
Mooriſh burying places, having a minaret at 
| each end; it is fituated on the declivity of a hill; 
the houſes are chiefly built of that kind of marle 

| which I deſcribed in my journal of yeſterday ; 
= the ſtreets whereof are narrow, as is uſual in hot 
Cc.0ountries, which added to the meanneſs of the 
houſes, make it a very diſagreeable and un- 


And our courſe is direct N. W. to Aleppo. On 
WE the river near this town we obſerved ſeveral ru- 
|. ins, that we conjectured might have been bridges, 

but the Arab tradition is, that they are the ruins 
of corn mills, erected by the Amalekites in the 


__ of king David, but this, like moſt others 
of 


_ ſhould we have any occaſion for it.—The = 


healthy place. We here croſs the Euphrates, 


„ 


of their 3 is not to be depended on. K 


great trade 1s carried on from hence in damar, 
which is brought from it all the way down the 
Euphrates, and over land to Bagdad; it is a bi- 
tumen much reſembling pitch, is uſed as ſuch 
by Aſiatics, and can hardly be diſtinguiſhed 
from it but by its ſmell, which more reſenibles 
ſulphur. 
Saturday, April 30. 

Oos horſes were ſwum acroſs the river, and 
our ſhaick had acquainted us that we mult re- 
linquiſh our intended plan of viſiting Palmyra 
and Damaſcus, he having gained intelligence 

of a banditu which intetted the roads between 


theſe two places, On hearing this we thought 
it moſt prudent to deſiſt from our firſt intention; 


but I have fince much. regretteꝗ that rimidity fo 


far over-powered us, as to prevent our vifiting 


Palmyra, the rendence of queen Xenubia, a 
place as well famous for the magnificence ef 
its architecture, as for the gallant defence which 
it made againſt the Romans, (but beuig at length 
taken, the unfortunate queen was led cautive 
through the ſtreets on Rott, to g ace the tri 
omph of her ap Rs ) for I may {aivly ven- 
ture to affect. from the accounts 1 have read of 
thoſe curious ruins; they are no where 10 he 
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equalled. In the afternoon we rode out to view 
the country, and then took the opportunity of 
ſurveying ſome of the ruins on the river, and 


found one of them made uſe of at preſent as a 


corn-mill : it confiſts of three wheels, made of 
crooked ticks tied together, to which are added 
ſome ſmall wings made of reeds, theſe by the 
force of the ſtream are turned round, and ſerve. 


to work the mills; a number of pots are like- 
wiſe affixed to the wheels, from which water 1s 


conveyed i into the gardens by pou p laced for 


that purpoſe. 


Ys, 7444 25, May 1 


Flap NG the weather to grow immederatel; 


hot, we determired to procure mahaffes, a kind 


of covered couch, two of which are fixed toge- 


ther by ropes, and hung on each fide of a camc! 


trained for that purpoſe, and are very convenien: 
for travellers, who, by fitting 1 in them, are pro- 
tected from the icorching rays of the fun, but 


being unacquainted with the price of them, we 


contracted with our guide, to abide by the deci- 


ſion of MeSrs. Abbott ad Smith ef Aleppo, 
and to pay whatever they tho! aght was equita- 
ble. With great d. Houlty, two wretched ones, 


almoſt broken to pieces, were procured, but a: 
| ng 


Col 


E 
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no others could be got here, we were glad to 
£ take them, and ſet about having them repaired. 
with all poſſible expedition. 


4g, Atay 3 
Tus day, and the day preceding, were ſpent 


in making the neceſſary preparations for our 
departure. The boy, who had the ſmall- pox, 
continuing very ill, had a common mahaffe pro- 
_ vided for him to defend him from the exceſſive 
heat ; we ſhould have left him behind, had we 
| any one to whom we could have entruſted the 
care of him. His maſter was further induced 
to take him with us, from ſeeing two or three 
ſlaves infected with the ſame diſorder in the ca- 
ravan, who were carried in the like manner, 
and ſeemed to ſupport the motion without any 
great INCONVENIENCE. | 
. 
| redneſaay, May 4. | 
_ HavinG put ourſelves 1 in a pretty good po- 
ſture for travelling, we ſet out from Heat, about 
ſeven o'clock in the morning. The wind, blow=! 6: 
ing hard from the Eaſtward, made it very diſa- 4 
greeable travelling to us, on account of the 
clouds of ſand rai! fea by the wind. At twelve 
0 clock we hated on. the banks of the river, 


Ea Which * 


1 


which afforded a oy pleaſing and proper me 


for our camp. 
ur ay, May 5. 
EARLY this morning we continued our jour- 
ney, sand travelled till about twelve o'clock, 


when we pitched our tents, This day was the 
molt ſultry of any we have yet experienced, we 
therefore found our mahaffes of the greateſt ſer- 
vice. About two o'clock this afternoon, our 
diſordered boy departed this life. I am appre- 


henſive that the violence of the heat overcame 


him, 'though his diſorder was of an exceeding 
bad kind, and had but an indifferent appearance 
from the beginning; we buried the poor boy, 
and made the grave of a conſiderable depth, to 

prevent, if poſſible, the wild beaſts from getting 
at the body. In the evening began a very hard 
rain, accompanied with a great deal of thunder 
and lightening, and the wind continuing very 
high, we were obliged to itrike our tents, and 


to ſhift in the beſt manner we could, by retiring 


to our mahaffes, where we were able to brave 


the weather, which, for the moſt part 1 the 


3 eig, continued very weine 


Friday, May 6. 


. By five o'clock this morning we departed, 
and travelled till about Half paſt three, in queſt 
| of 


WE 
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of a watering-place, when we found we had by 
ſome accident or other unfortunately taken the 
wrong road, and the day being far advanced, 
we were compelled to halt, which put us to 
» ſome inconvenience for want of water for our 
horſes. 


| Sat „May 7. 

Wx ſet off this morning about half paſt five, 
in ſearch of water ; after aſcending ſeveral high 
mountains, in about two hours we reached a 
very pleaſant valley, where we found ſome pools | 


of rain water, which, at this time, was a very 


valuable acquiſition to us, as our horſes and ca- 
mels were almoſt ſpent for want of it. Here 
we encamped and remained all day, and filled 
our veſſels with water, the ſhaick having told us 
it was probable we might not meet with any 


more for theſe four days to come. The hills 


hereabout contain quarries of hard white ſtone, 
vhich much reſembles marble, but is not of to 


fine a nature, 


Sumday, ar ay 8. er 

Wr ſet forward early this morning, and after 5 
two hours travelling, over hills, &c. we arrived 
in an extenſive plain, on a level with the hills 


we had paſſed; the circ umjacent country is ex- 


cecdingly mountainous, which, in ſome meaſure, 
| accounts 
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accounts for the ſurpriſing clearneſs of the air. 


The heats after ten o'clock are ſo intolerable, 
as to oblige us to retire into our mahaffes. By 
half paſt four we fortunately came to a fine pool 


of rain water, near. which we choſe for the place 


* 


of our encampment. 
Monday, May 9. 
FRoM this ſtation we ſet out. about five 


in the morning, and travelled till near four; we 
then halted for the night. The former part of 


this day being cloudy, attended with ſome little 
rain, it cooled the air, which made it much 
more agreeable. 
T. neſday, May 10. 
By five this morning we. again ſet forward, 


and travelling about three hours, we reached a 


valley, where we found a pool of water; here 


we halted till twelve, when we took ſome re- 
E  freſhment, repleniſhed our water-ſkins, and then 
Ez proceeded on till fix in the evening. We reſted | 
* this night in a place where we were induced to 


ſtay by auſe w ſhrubs, which ſerved our camels 
to browſe upon. | 
V. edneſaay, May 11. 2 


Wx reſumed our Journey early this morning, 


and continued moving forward till about "Hl 
in the afternoon, when we were tempted to pitc!. 


our 


„ = 

our tents and take up our lodgings for the 
night, by finding plenty of good graſs for our 
horſes. "$22 | 
A Thurſagy, May 12. 
Wi preceeded on our journey at our uſual 
Ame of ſetting off, and travelled till near. three 
o'clock, when we encamped on a plain where 
there had run a rivulet of water, but, to our 
great mortification, found it dried up, but on 
diſcovering that the watering-place of Juba 
Gannon, (a large well) was at the diſtance only 
of about four miles, we inſiſted on being con- 
ducted to it. 


any further. During this conference, a number 


of people called Syllabees, conſiſting of men, wo- . 


men, and children, came into the camp; they 
are a ſet of begging Arabs, who ſubſiſt chiefly 


on the deer they catch, and are clad in tze 
ſkins of thokganimals. With them came ſome 
people belonging to another caravan, and gave 


us information that they had travelled the high 
road, and were unable to procure any water 
but that they had met with ſome wounded peo- 
ple belonging to a tribe of Arabs, who were at 
war with another tribe, and that they had ac- 
- | quainted 


This occaſioned a long diſpute ' 
between our ſhaick and the man to whom the 
camels belonged, who abſolutely refuſed to go 
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quainted them, that a part of their enemies wert 
at Juba Gannon; as thoſe were alſo at enmity 


with our ſhaicks, they requeſted we might join 
_ caravans until we paſſed them, in order that we 
might be the better able to defend ourſelves, . 
ſhould they attack us. This was readily agreed 
to on our part. We found it neceſſary to keep 
a ſtrict look out after our property, the Syllabees 


being much addicted to pilfering, and, among 
Arabs, are held in the ſame eſtimation as 
Gypfics are in England. We this day procured 


ſome hares, which were very acceptable, as we 
had now ſubſiſted for . "ops on fait n 


ſions. 


58 


Friday, A 13. 
EaRIv this morning we decamped, in order 
to join the other caravan, and after croſſing the 


country for about ſix miles, we came up with it, 
and then halted for the day. We received in- 


telligence from them, that on the 11th a battle 
was fought, in the valley of Garer, between 


ſhaick Mawgamiſh, of the tribe of Shamer, and 


the Annazcen tribes of Fiddaun and Swalmec. 


The former vanquiſhed the latter, captured 


moſt of them, and plundered them of their 


camels and other effects; and that the _ 


bus ſhaick had marched to Juba Gannon, 
; | > A dg ; 
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tending to water his camels, &c. there, and af- 
ter wards to proceed farther into the country. 
Seven men much wounded, who had fled from 
the field of battle, got to this place yeſterday, 
and had given thoſe people this information, 
which determined the ſhaicks to take another 
road, and not proceed to the uſual watering- 
place of Juba Gannon, but fill our ſkins with 
water here, which we found both ab: ag? 
of a e taſte. 


| Saturday, Mey 14. 
We left our reſting- place by five o'clock in 
2 the morning, and travelled till near five in the 
alternoon, when we came to our ground for the 
night. During our perigrination this day, we 
were frequently alarmed by ſome ſcouting par- 
ties of the enemy coming in fight, they, how- 
ever, did not at all moleſt us. 


| 2 Sanaa, May Lge ng tel 

By ſun-riſe we ſer off, and had not proceed- 
ed above three hours, when we eſpied, on our 
right, a body of people, at the diſtance of about 
four miles advancing towards us. Our , guard, 
and thoſe of the other caravans in company ber 


ing commanded out, we were able to muſter ups» 
Wards 


{ 8} 
wards of fifty men, well armed. The Arabs, 


however, did not approach nearer us, and we 
afterwards learned they were friends, being An- 


nazeens, of Fiddaun. About four o'clock in 


- the afternoon we halted, and pitched our tents 
for che gh, | 


Aden May 16. 


Ar half paſt four we left our reſting: place, | 


1 about noon came in fight of the ruins of 


Kaſſar Luckween or the two brothers. I, in 


company with two gentlemen of the party, and 
our ſhaick, together with four Arabs, croſſed 
the country for the ſpice of five miles, on put- 
poſe to view them. They appeared to have 
been {urroundeg-by a canal of water for abont 


five miles; the outſide walls of the houſes are 


1 ill tolerably whole, each was built in form of a 


* 
wes 


ſquare, and had a round tower'on every angle, 


and others in the intervals, The cornices in 
the front are ornamented in a very elegant man- 
ner, one entire ' pillar of black marble is ſtil! 
flanding, as alſo one of oriental granite, the ca- 


= pital of which ſeems to be of the Corinthian 


order. In front of the ruins is a large ſquare 
tower, which I ſuppoſe. was uſed as a watch- 


Houle; we aſcended to the top of it by a flight 


75 OL ; 
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we 
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1 


of ſteps, from whence we had a view of both 


ruins; the rooms have been arched, but the 


roofs and floors being decayed, tis impoſſible 
to form any juſt idea of them. The tradition, 
as far- as we could diſcover from the Arabs, 

of ſo confuſed a nature as to render it difficult 
to form a perfect notion of it. Thus thoſe cu- 
rious relicts of ancient architectural grandeur, are 
hid in a veil of obſcurity, the reſult of modern 
Eaſtern ignorance; and want of literature ! The 
Arab account of it is as follows ; © That a pro- 
* pheteſs foretold to two Arab princes, who 
were brothers, that if they married two 


« ſiſters, whom ſhe deſcribed, and reſided toge- 
ther, harmony would ſubſiſt etween them; 


but if they neglected this, they would be di- 
** vided. In conſequence of this, they obeyed, 
as they imagined, the dictates of Heaven. 


and built theſe houſes contiguous to each 


* other, endeavouring, as far as their wealth 
and power enabled them, (by forming a ca- 
nal round, laying out the grounds in elegant 
© gardens, beautifying and ornamenting their 
* houſes, &c.) to make it as agreeable a place 
* of refidence as art could deviſe. But in pro- 
e ceſs of time, the women having quarrelled, 


* it cauſed differences between the hufbands, 


* which 
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« which occafioned a ſeparation, and, having 


« abandoned their delightful habitations, each 
* raiſed a body of men, and waged war on the 
& deſert.” What ſeems, in ſome meaſure, to 


_ corroborate this tradition, that the proprietors 


were Arabs, is an Arabic inſcription on one of 


the arches, containing a pious exhortation. 


About four ee we reached the ruins of 
ge about fix miles north-weſt of 


Tybe, a vil 
Kaſſar Luckween, where we halted, This place 
is very famous for its fine ſtream of water, and 
is the uſual watering-place of the caravans to 

and from Aleppo, from which it is diſtant about 


three days journey ; it was formerly a very po- 


pulous place, and was inhabited till within theſe 
few years paſt, but the inhabitants, by being 


_ © continually ſubject to the depredations of the 


wild Arabs, were forced to abandon this delight- 


ful village. In the ruins of the gateway is a 
| coptic inſcription, which ſeems to denote its be- 
> ing of great antiquity. A ſquare minaret is ſtill 


ſtanding; but che houſes are decayed.—In a- 
bout half an hour after our arrival here, a cara- 
van came in from Aleppo, on their way to Bag- 
dad; they had been four days on their journey 
hither, From them we learned that Mr. Bur- 


> ford arrived at Aleppo three weeks before, and 
"} | that 


that the gentlemen of that place began to expreſs 
great apprehenſions for our ſafety, in conſe- 
quence of his having informed them of the ſitu- 
ation he had left us in at Semowha, At the 
earneſt ſolicitations of our ſhaicks, we agreed to 
remain here for a day, to reſt the camels and 
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Sunday, May 17. 

Tuls morning four of the camels were found 
dead, occaſioned by the three laſt days fatigue. 
We ſpent many hours in making more accurate 
obſervations on the ruins of the village, which 
appears to have been very extenſive, and plea- 
fantly fituated, but, for the reaſons before related, 
it is now entirely deſerted. The aſcent to the 
minaret is by a flight of winding tone ſteps, 
which are yet fo perfect as to allow you to go 


CY 


ap to the top of them. In one of the windows 
of the minaret is an Arabic inſcription, which, 


tranſlated into Engliſh, is as follows :—* Hod- 


** zee Alli, a repenting ſinner, and a poor mug, 
has dedicated this to God, in token of his re- 


pentance. The minaret is built of-vgry ex- 


cellent ſquare, ſoft ſtones, and the mortar is ex- 


ceedingly hard.— Part of the place ſeems to 
Havs been fortified, as the remains of two. round 


(> towers 


+ 


EA * 
Let 
* 1 
* ov 
- q . 
1 
ii 
b 
3 8 N 
45 3 5 
. * 2 
1 
> 
we: 
*2 3 
I . mu 
I 
x 
3 
a 
3 17 
4 x 
1 
1 
4 £ 
N 
N 
JH 
BY 
* [ 
VB 
£ 2 
g 4 
- 14 
1 =: £7 
Wy 
N »4 
> {$7 
* 
.—_—_x 
1 8 
: *F55 
4 * 
2 
1 1 4 
% * 
. 
by 
; ny 
: * 
1 
wt. 
1 
£2 
8 
* 
7 * * 
· 
17 
Ti - 
"4 [1 * 
1 bf 
Sth [| 
© — 
SS + 
Mini 
1 
4 ny 
- 4 
7 Rh 
14 
. 
\ 
4 
24 3-3 
= 
$ 7 Tt 
* ;# 
=... 
x 14 
# 4 
£ L. N 
1 * 
3Y * 
4 2 7 14 
1 
” 10 
* ; * '% 
Bs, 179 
1 
in 
* 
9 
. ZE ” $ 
$2 
1 
4 * 
” #* $3 
i; 
TW 
* » 
. 7 
2 1 * 
RY 
ben 
a \ i 
7: 26 
1 
* rod 
: 9 
7 þ bd 
| 4x$ 
2 1 . 
7 75 
. 
2 
4 o 
15 
5 * 
FP - 
5 SONY 
ft 4.3 
* . 
A 5 
4 
. = 
1 
3 23 
=_ 
78 FN. 
1 
1 »- 
* 
.& 
_—- 
2. 
447 8 
Ty 42] 
* 1s; af 
Y »: = 
_ * 
1 6 
$ 4 
- 
- 
3F . 2 
4 4 
; 4 
1 x 
: 


J 


1 


towers are ſtill to be ſeen near the gate way.— 
To prove the fertility of the foil hereabouts, I 


need only mention, that among the reeds, in a 


pool of water, we diſcovered great quantities of 
fine wild celary, which plainly evinces what it 
would produce, was it properly cultivated; and, 
indeed, all the country within a day's journey 
from the rivers, appears to me the fineſt paſture 
land I ever beheld; in many parts we found 


ſpots over-run with wild corn of different kinds, 


which I preſume were places that caravans had 
| halted at, or where Arab encampments had 


been. The face of the country farther up was 


variable; ſome days we travelled over plains of 


and, without the leaſt verdure; at other times 


we found a fine green ſod, beautifully enamelled 
with wild flowers; then have paſſed ſtony and 
rocky mountains, ſo that the notion entertained 
of the Deſert of Arabia being an entire ſandy 
plain, is quite erroneous.— We here received 
information that De Bourg, the Frenchman, 
who came with us from India to Corna, had 
been robbed and ſtripped by” the hos an 
independent banditti. 
Monday, May 18. 


Ny five in the morning the Bagdad caravan 


geparted from hence, as did ours in about an 
5 hour 


0 [ P ] Pt” 

hour afterwards. We had not travelled n more 

than two hours, before we met another caravan, 

going from Aleppo to Muſſool, which had left 
the former place on Saturday laft. There was 
with them a meſſenger, returning to Baſſora 
with diſpatches from the conſul, to the reſident 
of that place; he had left Baſſora thirty days, 
having been taken priſoner by the Arabs, who 
after detaiging him fifteen days, and examining 
his diſpatches, ſuffered him to proceed. About 
twelve o'clock we were not a little ſurpriſed to 
find our caravan had halted, as the ſhaick had 
aſſured us at Tybe, we ſhould certainly travel 
ten hours every day. This breach of bis pro- 
miſe irritated us very much, and brought us to 
the determination of proteſting againſt him for 
not performing his contract. This reſolution 
 foon brought the gentleman to reaſon, and he 
entered into a written agreement to conduct us 
fafe to Aleppo in four days from our leaving 
Tybe.— I am now, from this circumſtance, 
convinced of what was before my opinion, that 
it is neceſſary to be reſolute, and by no means to 
ſuffer theſe fellows to relax from their duty, for 
if they find you once give up to them, they will 
ever after impoſe on you, which I have repeated- 
iy experienced, Letters were this day wrote to 


* " 


y mn 
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the Conſul, and Mr. Smith, of Aleppo, inform- 
ing them of our ſafe arrival thus far, and deli- 
vered to the ſhaick, who promiſed to diſpatch 
A meſſenger. with them early the next morning, 


2 3 Tueſday, 4 . 1 9. 


We continued our journey at à very early 
Ven this morning, and travelled till about 
twelve o'clock, when we reſted for about two 
hours, and then advanced forwards again, At 
five o'clock we choſe ground for our night's 
repoſe, —In the evening one of the Arabs was 
bit by a ſnake, (which are hereabouts reckoned 
very venous) in the toe. It cauſed his leg 
to ſwell prodigiouſly, and as the poiſon ſeemed 
to be mounting upwards a-pace, and the poot 
fellow being in great agony, the Arabs were ap- 
prehenſive it would be attended with fatal con- 
_ ſequences, but, luckily, one of our party having 
practiſed phyſic in India, had thepreſence of wed 
to heat an iron ramrod, (having no proper chi- 
rurgical inſtrument,) and therewith burnt the 
wounded toe quite to the bone, which prevented 
the direful effects of the poiſon, and in a ſhort 
time, with the aſſiſtance of medicine, brought | 


about a perfect cure. | 
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M edneſday, May 20. 
rx five o clock we ſet forward and proceeded 
un our journey till near two o'clock, when we 


| halted; The meſſenger we deſpatched yeſterday 


returned about three o'clock this afternoon, 
having loſt his way, which obliged us to pro- 


cure another man, better acquainted with the 


road, whom we ſent off immediately. F inding 
we were now within two days eaſy journey of 


Aleppo, and that we ſhould be much retarded 


1f we continued with the caravans, we with 


ſome difficulty prevailed on our ſhaick to per- 


mit us to ſeparate from them, and to depart 


from hence by the riſing of the moon, by 
which means we ſhould be enabled to reach 
che environs of Aleppo by to-morrow evening, 


at fartheſt. In the afternoon of this day the 
weather proved very hazy, and was attended 
with ſome ſmart ſhowers of rain, which, toge- 
ther with a very high wind, incommoded- us 


a great deal; towards night it cleared up, and 


by half paſt nine o'clock we ſet out, with our 


ſmall caravan, leaving the others behind : We 


travelled till near three o'clock in the morning, 


when we came to a plain encompatled with 


high hills, and the moon at this time going 
down, we here took a few hours — 


9 3 27 buſt, | 


* 
wy . £ 
«Ss , . R * 
* FFC a 
n 5 N Sixt NY Wee e 2 * 4 5 7 
— — TY n — 4 « gPy — — oe * — 
—V— rd er ———— ERS X — INEIISS . 
R54—K«ö—Ü1Üů⁊! — A — — — ad en — * 
. SBI ... i” 8 25 — n 


2 , ; 
= Y a tt] 2 " q wa - - ' 2 o " 1 1 
, 4 _ „ ir ea 
TITLE Os I 2 2 * Pr — 5 N 8 4 4 
* — — - ICE 22 — 1 N 8 
4 Dr — — 2. — N — * n 
5 — = 


*4 

4 dg — 

3 «DH 7 4 — 3 
reer 
1 r — 

e * " . — yy 
ny — 2 - 999 F 


+45 


3 


1 86 
＋ burſaay, May 21. 
Wx fet forward again by ſun-riſe, but "EY 


not gone many miles before it began to rain 


very heavily, accompanied with thunder and 


lightening; the rain made the ground fo ſlippery 


that the camels could hardly keep on their feet. 
About ten o'clock we came to a ſalt lake, which 


is reported to be fifteen miles in circumference. 


In about two hours afterwards we paſſed by a 


village called Hagla, and by four reached Spherry; 


2 village, where we ſtopped, in expectation of 


receiving an anſwer from the conſul and Mr. 


Smith, to the letters we had ſent them. About 
five we were agreeably ſurpriſed by the arrival 


| of Mr. Henry Shaw, ſent to us by the conſul, 
to conduct us to Aleppo, with a very polite and 


friendly invitation to his houſe. It being too 


late to proceed to Aleppo this evening, we were 


-accommodated with a very good houſe at the 


village. The houſes here are on a curious con- 


ſtruction, appearing outwardly like pyramids. 

During our journey this day we met with ſevere! 
parties of the Bedwins, a Turkiſh rabble, who 
never offered to moleſt us, though report ſays 
they often plunder caravans. 


Friday, May 49: 
Azour five in the. morning we ſet out for 


leppo | 
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hours, and were conducted to the conſulary 
| houſe, where we received a moſt friendly recep- 
tion from our worthy conſul John Abbot, Eſq. 
at whoſe houſe four of the party were accom- 


lived with Mr. Robert Abbot, the conſul's bro- 
ther, who, with ſeveral gentlemen of the place, 
had gone out to meet us, but we had not the 
pleaſure to fall in with any of them, except 
Mr. William Smith, nephew of Mr. Charles 
Smith, of this place. We were informed that 
yeſterday afternoon there fell in Aleppo a very 
ſevere hail ſtorm, which broke almoſt every 
window in the place, and did other confiderable 
damage, but did not extend ſo far as to Sperry, 
the village which we were at, about the diſtance 
of ſeyen nules from hence, 


Brok 


Aleppo, which place we reached in about four 


modated, the other gentleman unprovided for, 
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Brronr 1 finally take my leave of Arabia, 1 


dope the following account of the deſcent '- Wh 


the Arabs, (a people who are ſo frequently 
mentioned in the foregoing ſheets,) and the 


wo fjerful protection of Providence towards 
. "1 ORG from an Illuſtration of the 
.. Will not prove unacceptable to my 


Ade ts; or be deemed inconſiſtent with the 


gelign of this work : 


\OD knows all thinks; he tn: 
what they will be, long before they hap- 


pen; all the circumſtances of our lives, where 
on earth, and the baunds or 


we ſhall be placed 
our habitat ion, are known to him before we arc 


born. We hs here, and in the following 
chapters, the diſtinguiſhing particulars of „ 
MAEL, and of his deſcendants to this very day, af- 


ter the long ſpace of above three thouſand years; 
for it is to. be remarked, that, according to the 
language of ſcripture, what is ſpoken of the 
head or founder of any people, muſt be under- 
ſtood to be ſpoken of his deſcendants likewiſe, 


and to be their general character, as well as his 


in particular. 


It is in 8. xvi. 12. foretold, ou he would 


: ts a wild! man, or as the Hebrew 18, a man like 2 
Wil Id 


: 
* 


VV 


2 . 
wild aſs; and, therefore, to know what was to be 


the character and way of life of Iſhmael and 


his deſcendants, we muſt enquire what is the 
nature of the wild aſs, and this we may beft 
learn from the deſcription which God himſelf 


| hath given of if in the book of Job, ch. A. 5. 


&c. Who hath ſent ot the wild afs Jr ? or who 
hath looſed the bands of the wild aß? Wheje houſe 
T have made the lderneſs, and the 880 land 


tis eevellings. He ſcorneth the multitude of the 
rity, merther regardeth he the crying of the ariver. 


The range of the mountains is his paſture, and be 


ſeurcbetb after every green thing. It is plain, 


therefore, that by this expreſſion was meant, 
that Hhmael and his poſterity were to be wild, 


fierce, ſavage, ranging in the deſerts, and not 
_ eafily ſoftened and tained to fociety ; And who- 


ever hath read or known any thing of this peo- 
ple, knoweth this to be their true and genuine 


character. We find by Ger. xxi. 20. that Iſh- 


mael himſelf dwelt in the cc eldernefs, and becume 
an archer : And the ſame is no lets true of his 
deſcendants than of himſelf. He duet in the 
wilderneſs ; and his ſons ſtill inhabit the ſame 
wilderneſs, and many of them neither ſow nor 
plant, according to the beſt accounts ancient 
and modern. d he became an archer ; and 
„„ | ſuch 


GS. 
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ſuch were the Itureans, ſome of his deſcendants, 


whoſe bows and arrows are famous in all au- 
thors; ſuch were the mighty men of Kedar, 
others of his deſcendants, in Iſalah's time; 

(Ja. xxi. 7.) and ſuch the ARass, his deſcen- 
dants likewiſe, have been from the beginning, 
and are at this time. It was late before they 
admitted fire arms among them ; the greater 
part are ſtil] ſtrangers to them, and ſtill continue 


{kilful archers ; and, it is remarkable, that to 


this day the greateſt part of them are called the 
Wild Arabs, 


His hand will be againſ? every man, and every 
man's hand againſt him. The one is the natural, 


and almoſt neceſſary conſequence of the hen. 


Iſhmael lived by prey and rapine in the wilder- 
neſs ; and his poſterity have all along infeſted 


Arabia and the neighbouring countries with 


their robberies and incurſions. They live in a 
ſtate of continual war with the reſt of the world, 


and are both robbers by land, and pirates by ſea. 


And as they have beef ſuch enemies to man- 
kind, it is no wonder that mankind have been 


enemies to them again, that ſeveral attempts 


have been made to extirpate them; and even 
now as well as formerly travellers are forced to 
go with arms and in caravans or large compa- 

nles, 


1 911 
nies, and to march and keep watch and guard 
like a little army, to defend themſelves from the 
aſſaults of theſe freebooters, who run about in 

troops, and rob and plunder all whom they can 
by any means ſubdue. And theſe robberies 
they juſtify by alledging the hard uſage of 
* their father e 3 being turned out 
* of doors by Abraham, had the open plains 
© and deſerts given him by God for his patri- 
* mony, with permiſſion to take whatever he 
could find there, and on this account they 
* think they may, with a ſafe conſcience, in- 
1 demnify themſelves as well as they can, not 
:68 only on the 9 of LW but allo on 
every body elſe.” | 
And be ſhall dwell in the preſence f all his 5 
Iren; or ſhall tabernacle; for many of the A- 
rabs dwell in tents, and are thereſore called Sce- 
nites. This is very extraordinary, that his band 
ſhould be againſt every man, and every man's hand 
againſt him, and yet that he ſhould be able to 
dwell in the preſence of all bis brethren : But, ex- 
traordinary as it is, this alſo hath been fulfilled; 
both in the perſon of Iſhmael and his poſterity, 
As for Iſhmael himſelf, the ſacred hiſtorian after- 
wards relates, Gen. xxv. 17, 18. that tbe years 
* the life of Iſhmael were an hundred and thirty 


and 
W | 4 
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and ſeven years, and he died in the preſence of all 


his brethren. And as for his poſterity, they 
dwelt likewiſe in preſence of all their brethren, 
Abraham's ſons by Keturah, the Moabites and 
Ammonites deſcendants of Lot, the Iſraelites 
deſcendants of Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob, and 


the Edomites deſcendants of Abraham, Iaac, 
and Eſau. And they till ſubſiſt a diſtinet peo- 


ple, and inhabit the country of their progenitors, 
notwithftanding the perpetual enmity between 
them and the reſt of mankind. | 


— Gons word will always ſtand ; nothing can 
make it void; though part of the country poſ- 


ſeſſed by the deſcendants of Iſhmael has been fa- 
mous from all antiquity for the happineſs of its 
climate, its fertility, and ciches, ſo as to obtain the 
name of Arabia the happy; though befides this 
temptation, the plundering way of life of the 


Arabs, and the damage they did to others, has 


ſtirred up many great princes their neighbours, 
to extirpate them, n all attempts of this ſort 
have ever proved vain: All the great conquerors 
of antiquity, Cyrus and the Perſians, Alexander, 
and afterwards the Romans, who ſeem to have 
conquered and brought under their ſubjection 
moſt other parts of che world with great eafc, 
could by no means bring the Arabs under the! 


ſubjection. | 


— 
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ſubjection. Diodorus, a heathen writer, ſays 


of them, that neither the Aſſyrians, nor the 


kings of the Medes and Perſians, nor yet of the 


Macedonians, were able to ſubdue them; nay, 


though they led many and great forces againſt 
them, yet they could not accompliſh their at- 


tempts. And undoubted hiſtory informs us of 


ſuch remarkable interpoſitions of Providence to 


preſerve them when they have been upon the 
brink of ruin, that when we conſider them, we 
cannot help being {truck with admiration at the 
holy ſcriptures declaring the end from the begin- 
ning, and from ancient ti mes the things that are 
not yet done ; all the words of which, being by 
the inſpiration of God, ſtand faſt for ever, and 


will be accompliſhed, notwithſtanding all the 


obſtacles that men or any other beings may raiſe | 


do make them void. 


When Alexander the Great, 6 con- 
queſts aſtoniſhed the world) overturned the Per- 
ſian empire, and conquered all Aſia, the neigh- 
bouring princes ſent their ambaſſadors to make 
their ſubmiſſions. The Arabs (the deſcendants 


of Ithmael) alone diſdained to acknowledge the 
conqueror, and ſcorned to ſend any embaſſy, or 
take any notice of him. This flight proyoked 


bim to ſuch a a degree, that he meditated an ex- 
' pedition 


Fwy 
pedition againſt them ; and humanly ſpeaking, 
conſidering the vaſt army he had, the great aſ- 
fiftance he would have received from all the 


neighbouring princes, and his being in want of 
nothing that could contribute to his ſucceſs, we 


can ſcarcely ſuppoſe but he would have entirely 


_ deſtroyed them; but, whilſt he was thinking 


on theſe things, God took him away by th, 
and put an end to all that his reſentment had 


formed againſt them. 


When the Romans ſubdued the reſt of the 


| Eaſt, Arabia alone ſtood out; and when Lucul- 

jus, one of their generals had ſubdued ſome of 
| the Arabs, he was recalled, and Pompey ſent in 
his room; he, though he triumphed over three 
parts of the world, could not yet conquer Arabia; 
he was indeed in a fair way for it, having ob- 
tained ſome victories, and penetrated into the 
country ; but the word of God was againſt him, 


ſo that when ſucceſs ſeemed ready to crown 


him with an entire ſubjection of the country, 


other affairs obliged him to leave it, and by re- 


tiring he loſt all the advantages he had gained. 


Xlius Gallus, a Roman general, in the reign of 
Auguſtos, penetrated far into the country, but 


then a ſtrange diſtemper made terrible havock 


in his wm and, 12 two years ſpent, he 2 
| | E 


* 1 


glad to retire with a ſmall remainder of his forces. 


But the interpoſition of Providence to ſave them 
was ſtill more remarkable at the times they were 
attacked by the emperors Trajan and Severus, 
which is related by an heathen hiſtorian, (Dio.) 
When Trajan beſieged the city of the Haga- 
renes, who were deſcended and denominated 


from Hagar, Dio relates, that as often as his 
ſoldiers attacked the city, the whole heavens 


ſhook with thunder ; rainbows were ſeen in the 
ſky, (both conſidered as terrifying circumſtances 


by the Romans) violent ſtorms, hail, and thun- 


derbolts, fell upon them ; and that all "theſe 
were repeated as often as they returned to the 


aſſault of the city; and that as often as they fat 


down to refreſh themſelves at a repaſt, a num- 


ber of flies alighting on both their eatables and | 


liquor, made all that they eat or drank moſt 
nauſeous ; ſo that by theſe things the emperor 


was forced at laſt to raiſe the ſiege, and retire 


with diſgrace into his dominions, F 
And this muſt appear ſtill the more remarka- 


ble, from what an ingenivus and learned writer 


aſſerts, viz. That with great care he revolved all 
the accounts of Arabia, to ſee whether the things 
vhich Dio relates to have fo greatly diſtreſſed 
the Paman army were common to the country, 
| and 
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and that he could not find any inſtance of any 
one of them, except ſometimes ſtorms of wind; 
that even rain is very rarely ſeen there, and hai}, 


as far as he could find by all accounts, never. 


It may be further obſerved, that when they 
were attacked by Trajan, the power of the 
whole world was united into one empire, and 
the whole power of that empire in his hands; 
and that he was himſelf a man of as conſum- 
mate abilities as ever lived, remarkably beloved 
by his ſoldiers, indefatigable in the toils of war, 
greatly experienced 1 in all that belongs to it, fear- 
leſs of death in dangers; fo that if it were poſſi- 
ble that God's promiſe of ſubſiſtence to Iſhmael 
in freedom, though at enmity with the reſt of 
the world, could be defeated by human wiſdom, 
or mortal might, it muſt have been at this time 
But God had declared that Iſhmael, (which in- 


_ cluded his poſterity likewiſe) ſhould be free us 


the wild aſs, whoſe bands be has losfed, tho 


 ſeorneth the multitude of the city, neither regardeth 


be the crying of the driver: that though his 
Hand ſhould be againſt every man, and every 


man's hand againſt him; yet be ſbould dwell in 


the preſence of all his brethren, that is ſubſiſt 
. continually before their, faces, notwithſtanding 
* their endeavours ta extirpate him. 
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About eighty years after the emperor Severus 
beſieged the ſame city with a numerous army, 
and a formidable train of military engines, the 
moſt ſtupendous and moſt deſtructive that ever 
were deviſed; diſdaining that theſe Hagarenes 
ſhould ſtand out ſtill againſt the Romans, when 
all the reſt about them had yielded : But he 
met with no better ſucceſs than Trajan; «hd 


Dio, the hiſtorian, who gives an account of this 
expedition, as well as of that under Trajan. again 


remarks, that God preſerved the city ;” who, 


by the means of the emperor, called back the 


ſoldiers, when they could have entered it; and 
again reſtrained the emperor from taking it, 
when he was willing, by the ſoldiers, | 
And well might the hiſtorian make this re- 
mark, for it appears, that the emperor being at 
firſt repulſed by the loſs of men and munition, 
made great preparations for the ſecond aſſault, in 
which (after a great loſs of his ſoldiers) he over- 
threw part of the city wall, fo that an entrance 
lay open into the city; but juſt at that time 
the emperor cauſed a retreat to be ſounded, ima- 
gining the beſieged would come to entreat for 
peace; to obtain which, he thought they would 
diſcover where the vaſt treaſures, which were 
ſuppoſed to belong to their temp e of the ſun, 
H | were 
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were laid ; and which he thought might be loſt, 


if the city was ſacked, and the inhabitants de- 


ſtroydd. But the Hagarenes continued reſolute 
the whole day, giving no intimation of their de- 
fire of any treaty of peace. On the morrow 


following, when the emperor would have renew- 


ed the attack, the European ſoldiers, before moſt 
reſolute, would make no attempt to enter at the 


breach; and the Syrians, enforced to take the 
ſervice, had a moſt grievous repulſe: No per- 
ſuaſions, no promiſes, no threats could engage 
the Europeans to renew their attacks; ſo that 
though after the breach in the walls, the con- 


queſt in martial eſteem appeared fo eaſy, that 
one of Severus's captains confidently undertook 


to effect it, if he could have but five hundred 
and fifty European ſoldiers aſſigned to the at- 
rack, yet the emperor could do no more than 
reply in a diſtracted rage, Where ſhall I find ſo 
many ſoldiers? and ſo departed into Paleſtine, 


And yet this very 'emperor was beloved and re- 


 vered by his ſoldiers almoſt to adoration, and vas 
' fo ſevere in diſcipline, and fo high in authority, 


that he could, a little befor gh turn back his 
army at a word i in the midſt of flight and fear; 


but could not now influence them to aſſault the 
enemy, when they were almoſt at their mercy. 


5 act 
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A fact ſo extraordinary, that it appears to be 


| manifeſtly the interpoſition of that mighty Be- 


ing, who at his pleaſure poureth contempt upon 
princes, and bringeth the counſel of the heathen to 
nought. It may be added, that the Hagarenes 
ſtood ſingle in this extremity, againſt the whole 
Roman power; for Dio expreſsly ſays, that not 
one of their neighbours would aſſiſt them. And 
we may likewiſe obſerve, that the ſpirit of free- 
dom, which was the declared characteriſtic of 
Iſhmael before he was born, was extraordinarily 
remarkable at this time in theſe his deſcendants, 


ſince they ſeem to have been fully determined 


either to live ablolutely free, or to die ſo; diſ- 
daining to have any treaty, or make any terms, | 
even with the emperor of the world. 1 

We have already taken notice of the poſterity 


of Iſhmael anſwering to the character foretold of 


them, of being as a wild aſe, free, ranging at 
large, and independent; and that all attempts 
to bring them into ſubjection, though made by 


the moſt powerful empires in the world, always 


proved fruitleſs.— We ſhall now take notice of 
another particular foretold of Iſhmael, viz. That 
he ſhould become a great nation. This was in 
ſome meaſure verified by what is recorded in 


the ſcriptures concerning the Iſhmaelites, who 


IT 2 


are 
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| 1. ae ſpoken of as a conſiderable people; but this 
| was nothing to what they afterwards became 


in latter ages; for under Mahomet they laid the 
foundation of a moſt mighty empire, Their 


conqueſts then were amazingly rapid. In 2 
few years they over-run more countries and 
ſubdued more people, than the Romans did in 


centuries, and made themſelves maſters of the 


molt conſiderable parts of the earth. And ſo 


they continued for above three centuries, under 
the name of Saracens; and after their empire 
was diflolved, and they were reduced within the 
limits of their own country, they ſtill maintains 


ed their liberty, The Turks, who are lords 


of all the country round, are to this day obliged 
to pay them an annual tribute for the ſafe paſ- 
ſage of the pilgrims who go to Mecca. They 
ſtill retain many of the cuſtoms which the ſcrip- 
tures relate of them to this day. Two of our 
nation, Dr. Shaw and Dr. Pococke, have lately 


travelled among them, and confirm this ; and 


that they are, their religion excepted, the ſame 
people they were two or three thouſand years 
ago; and ſtill remain of the ſame character as 
was foretold of their father Iſhmael, fierce, ſa- 

vage, intractable, free, and independent, different 
from moft of the world beſides, 


We 


— 
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i. We cannot but conſider it as wonderful, that 
1 the ſame people ſhould retain the ſame diſpoſi- 
dhe | tions for ſo many ages, without cha "Ning thei 
— manners at all in fo long a courſe of years. 
5 Their continuance is Rill more aſtoniſhing : 
d The great empires around them have all in 
M their turns fallen to ruin, while they have con- 
- MM tinued the ſame from the beginning, and are 
« likely to continue the ſame to the end, And 
FE this in the natural courſe of human affairs was 
EE ſo highly improbable, if not altogether impoſſi- 
& ble, that as nothing but a Divine Preſcience 
” could have foreſeen it, ſo nothing but a Divine 
* Power could have accompliſhed it. 
4 We may with more confidence believe the 
2 particulars related of Abraham and Iſhmael, when 
y we ſee them verified in their poſterity at this day. 
p- This is having as it were ocular demonſtration 
ur por our faith. This is proving by plain matter 
5 of fact, that the Moſt High we 7 in the king- 
id doms of men, and that his truth/ as well as his 
e mercy endureth for ever. { 5 
* 5 | 
48 Having inſerted the foregoing account, as ne- 
"a  ceſlary to give my readers ſome knowledge 
WE of the deſcent of the Arabs ; I ſhall proceed 
hr on my journal, with a few obſervations on 
e © 1 0 ] 
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abler pens than mine, I ſhall, according to my 
uſual cuſtom, only trouble my readers with the 
few particulars which fell vader my own ob- 


ſervation, and which tranſpired during the time 
P tarried there: 


Tuis city, including the ſuburbs, ſtands on 
eight ſmall hills, on the higheſt of which the 


caſtle or citadel is erected : It appears to be of 
no great ſtrength; an old wall and a broad 
ditch, now in many places turned into gardens, 

ſurround the city, the circumference of which, 

together with the ſuburbs, is about ſeven miles. 
The houſes are large and commodious, having 

terraces on their tops, and in general fky-lights, 
in form of a dome, to let the light into the 
rooms, which from their loftineſs, the gilding on 
the window ſhutters, cupboard doors, &c. have 
at firſt entrance a very grand and agreeable ef- 
fect. The buzars, or market-places, are exten- 
five, and arched over, as at Bagdad, The ſtreets 
are rather narrow, but well paved with large 
ſquare ſtones, which are kept very clean. This 


city is ſupplied with excellent water from ſome | 


Og" 


* 


Deſcription of Aleppo, the metropolis of 
Syria, having been the ſubje& of many 


B 


E forings near the banks of the river Heylan, dſ- 


tant about four miles and a half, which if con- 
veyed from thence by an aqueduct, and deftri- 
buted to different parts of the town, through 
earthen pipes. The fuel uſed here is wood and 


charcoal. The air is uſually accounted healthy, 


and the ſeaſons in general regular. The inha- 


bitants of Aleppo, though of different religions, 


ſeem to live in amity with each other ; the city 
and ſuburbs contain about 23 5,000 ſouls, com- 
poſed of Turks, Jews, Chriſtians, &c. the lan- 
guage commonly ſpoken is vulgar Arabic. The 
people are of a middle ſtature, tolerably well 


_ proportioned, but they ſeem neither vigorous 


nor active; both ſexes are handſome when 
young, but the beard ſoon disfigures the men, 
and the women, as they come early to maturity, 
alſo fade very ſoon ; females are generally mar- 
ried from fourteen to eighteen years of age, 
and many under fourteen. The people of rank 
here are polite and affable, making allowances 
for that ſuperiority which the Mahometan reli- 
gion inſtructs its votaries to aſſume over all wo 
hold a different faith. The city is governed 
by a vizir baſhaw, who, - whilſt we ſtaid here, 
made his firſt entrance into the place, as the late 
baſhaw was depoſed and ſtrangled by order 5 
5 > $3.7 „ 
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the Porte, to whoſe command they pay 2 moſt 
abject ſubmiſſion ; and by no means act with 
that injuſtice as at Bagdad, 9 baſhaw of 
this place frequently ſucceeds to the grand vi- 
Zirſhip, he finds it neceſſary and politic, in or- 
der to advance his intereſt at the Porte, to en- 
deavour to render himſelf as popular as poſſible 
by his deportment in this government, which 
conduct ſeldom fails to anſwer his moſt ſanguine 
expectations. The late baſhaw, having been 
diſappointed in his hopes, had recourſe to tyran- 
ny and oppreſſion, which behaviour created 2 
rebellion. in the place, and on a proper repre- 
ſentation being made to the grand ſignior, or- 
ders were ſent from Conſtantinople immediately 
to depoſe the baſhaw ; which was accordingly 
done; and he was ſoon after ſtrangled, The 
' moſques here are numerous, and ſome of them 
exceedingly magnificent; before each is a kind 
of a ſquare court. yard, in the middle of which 
is a fountain for the appointed ablutions before 
prayers; and behind ſome of the large moſques 
are garens, There are alſo many large khans, 
or caravanſeras, conſiſting of an extenſive ſquare, 
on all ſides of which are built, on the ground 
flogr, a vumber of rooms, "uſed as warehouſes. 
Above ſtairs are many ' ſmall rooms, where. N 
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in merchants tranſact moſt of their buſi- 
| neſs. Their bread is chiefly of wheat flour, 
made into thin cakes, but very illy prepared, 


and is generally eaten as ſoon as it comes out of 


loaves of a finet flour, which Are well fermented 


the oven. The principal be have ſmall 


and baked, Beſides theſe, there are a variety 


of biſcuits, moſt of which ate ſtrewed on the top 
with ſome kind of ſeeds. The Europeans have 


very good bread, baked and prepared in the 
French manner. All the inhabitants, of both 
ſexes, ſmoke tobacco to great exceſs; even the 
very ſervants have almoſt conſtantly a pipe in 


their mouths. Coaches or carriages are not 


uſed here, therefore perſons of quality ride on 


horſeback in the city, with a number of _ 
walking before them, according to their? 


ladies of the firſt diſtinction are even compelled . 


to walk on foot in the city, or to any place at 


a moderate diſtance ; in longer journeys they - 


are carried by mules, in a kind of a couch, cloſe 
covered up. There are a number of public 


bagnios i in this city, which are uſed by. people 


of all ranks, except thoſe of the higheſt diſtinc- 


tion, who commonly have baths, and every 


cher conveniency, in their own houfts. 
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We continued at Aleppo for the ſpace of a 
mönb, during which time we experienced the 
moſt polite and friendly treatment imaginable, 
from our worthy conſul's family, his brother, 
and the reſt of our countrymen ; likewiſe from 
the family of the Dutch conſul, Mr. Van Maſ- 
yk; all of whom_endeavoured to render our 
reſidence here as agreeable as poſlible. 5 
On Monday the gth of June, two gentlemen 
of our party left this place for Latichea, One 
of them intended to embark for Cyprus, on his 
_ to Conſtantinople, the other to get a boat 
in readineſs for our immediate departure for 
Cyprus, on our arrival at Latichea. There we 
intended to procure, if poſhble, a paſſage on 
board of ſome neutral veſſel for Europe, Cyprus 
being the principal ſea port on this coaſt. 
On Tueſday the 1oth of June, between the 
hours of eleven and twelve at night, we were 
 alarryed by ſome ſmart ſhocks of an earthquake. 
! Wok hear of any other damage being done 
by it. than the throwing down of an anighabired 
| houſe.—On the Monday following the conſul 
got news of ſome gentlemen bound to the 
Eaſt Indies, having freighted a veſſel at Venice, 
and failed. from thence on the 11th of April, 
for Scanderoon, and as no information had been 
received 


a 4 1 


2 Bo, 


received reſpecting them ſince that time, it created 


uneaſineſs, for fear of their having met with 


ſome accident ; the common run at | this time of 


the year being from thirty to thirty-five days. 
On the ſucceeding Thurſday, we reccived advice 


of their ſafe arrival at Latichea, (they proving - 


to be Lieutenant Luke Pocock, and Mr. Mor- 
daunt, a gentleman in the civil ſervice at Ma- 
dras, with packets for India,) and that they 
would be in Aleppo on the Monday following, 


We had likewiſe the pleaſure of receiving a let- 


ter from our brother traveller Burford," dated 
Cyprus, June 5, making a propofal to freight a 
ſmall veſſel, as the only poſſible means we had 
of eſcaping the French, This offer we gladly 

embraced, and letters were diſpatched to the 
gentleman at Latichea, and Burford, requiring 


the former to join the latter immediately, and 
to ſubmit to his judgment to do the beſt he 


could for us; and we determined to ſet out as 
ſoon as poſſible for Latichea, on our way to 
Cyprus. 
Sunday, June 23. 
A LITTLE before ſun-ſet, having taken 


leave of our worthy countrymen and friends, at 
Aleppo, we departed from it, accompanied by 


our matt friend Robert "_ eſq. and' Mr. 
Henry 
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Henry Shaw, his clerk, who went with us as 

far as Cantamon, at which place we arrived a- 

bout half paſt ſeven o'clock... Cantamon is a 

pleaſant village, ſituated on the banks of a ſmall 

river. We put up, for this night, at the khan, 
2 large tone building. 


Monday, June 24. 
ABovuT three o'clock in the morning; having 
/ parted with Mr. Abbot, &c. we began dur jours 


bs, and about fix o'clock met with Meſſts, 
Pocock and Mordaunt. We halted with them 


pear an hour; they informed us they had pac- 
quets for Bengal and Madras, and that they left 


England on the 26th of March. The reaſon 


they gave for- having been ſo long on their paſ- 


ſage from Venice, was, that the veſſel they 


came in had been loaded with timber from 
Corfu, and that they were in conſequence obli- 
ged to to ich at that place, to deliver her cargo, 


which detained them upwards of a fortnight. 


We likewiſe learnt that captain Nowland, of 
the Bombay eſtabliſhment, had embarked at 


Venice, on board of another veſſel, for Alexan- 
dria, with a duplicate of their pacquet. Taking 


our leave of them, we proceeded on, and paſſed 
by two or three very neat villages, ſituated a- 
mong 


4 


e 
mong a number of well cultivated vine-yards | 
and corn fields, with ſome beautiful plantations 
of olive trees, which were the firſt we had ſeen 
ſince our leaving Cantamon, the roads from 
' thence to this place being quite a deſett. About 
nine o'clock we arrived at Beniſh, a very plea- 
fant village, where we halted to breakfaſt, and 
then continued our journey over ſome cultiva- 
ted plains, and reached Reah about three o'clock 
in the afternoon. Reah is a pretty town, fituate 
at the foot of a very high mountain, agreeably 
interſperſed with ſome beautiful hanging gar- 
dens, and plantations of mulberry, od - li 
fruit trees. The hedges of the gardens and 
other incloſures in this place and its environs, are 

of myrtle, which being at this ſeaſon in full 
bloom, afforded a moſt agreeable odor. We 
reſted this night at the khan, a very convenient 
building. The people were this day very buſy 
at getting in their harveſt, The lank appears 
very rich, and as far as I can judge, the occu- 
piers have a plentiful crop of corn. Their im- 
plements of agriculture are ſomewhat firnilar to 
thoſe uſed by Aftatics ; the plough ſeems to be 
the fame, and is not, much unlike that ofed in 
England: for tilling hilly lands. The plough- 
ſhares in thoſe parts of India which came under 


LI 
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„ 
my obſervation, are not made of i iron, but of a 
'very hard kind of wood, called the iron-tree, 
(with which that country, in many parts, a- 
bounds,) and the ſoil being of a dry, light na- 
ture, they anſwer the purpoſe very well; they 
are worked by oxen, and two mea are ſtationed 


to hold a plough. 


Tueſday, June 25. 
Wee left Reah about half paſt three o'clock 
in the morning, and proceeded a few miles over 
a level country ; about day-break we came to 
ſome high hills, which we croſſed, and continu- 
end travelling over high mountains, by very diſ- 
= agreeable roads. The valleys beneath, conſiſt- 
ing of corn fields, and plantations of mulberry 
trees, (for the uſe of the ſilk- worm, with which 
this country abounds) afforded a moſt beautiful 
landſcape; but, from the badneſs, of the road > 
we were travelling, perſonal fafety demanded 
fo much of our attention as deprived us of the - 
: pleaſure we ſhould otherwiſe have enjoyed from 
this delightful proſpect. On deſcending theſe 
mountains we came to a building, where we 
were ſtopped by ſome cophars, or cuſtom- peo- 
ple, and obliged to pay eight piaſtres and a balt, 


a nel on all perſons travelling this way. 
ih At 


* 


1 
At noon we came to a pretty town called dl 
pleaſantly ſituated at the foot of the mountains 


on the banks of the river Orontes, over which 


there 1s a neat {tone bridge. We halted in the 
environs about half an hour, furniſhed ourſelves 


with ſome excellent fruit, and then continued 
our journey on very dangerous roads, over hills 


and mountains, till four o'clock, at which time 


we paſſed a Greek village, called Ingozeek, built 
on the top of a high hill, which commands a 
fine proſpect ; but the place itſelf ſeems indiffe- 


rently built, and the inhabitants a poor and 


deſpicable people. From this, we aſcended a- 


nother mountain, and had) a very rugged road 
for about two hours, when we — at a plain 


planted entirely with mulberry trees for the uſe te 
of the filk worm. At this place we tarried far 


the night, at the honſe of the ilk manufacturer, 
but were fo terribly” tormented with fleas, that 
we could get no reſt.— During our Pane 


day, we have met with ſuch exceeding dange- 
Tous roads, that in many places it was with the 
greateſt difficulty our horſes paſſed without flip- 
ping down, the mountains, in which, cale, we. 


mult inevitably have been daſhed to pieces. 
Wed day, June 26. 
By two this morning we ſet out, and proſe- 


cuted our journey over hills and ſtony roads till 
. aboug 
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” 4 live o'clock, when we croſſed a very re- 


' markable run of water, cut through a rock, over 


which is a wooden bridge ; about an hour after 
this, we were ſtopped by ſome other Cophars,to 


whom we paid one piaſtre and a half, About 


nine o'clock we reſted for an hour, under the 


ſhade of ſeme trees, and took a little refreſh- 


ment. Our ſmall repaſt over, we began to aſ- 


cend the ſteepeſt mountain we had yet encoun- 


tered, the ſummit of which we gained about 


twelve o'clock, from whence we got ſight of 
the Mediterranean ſea, at the diſtance of ſixteen 
miles from us. We ſoon after halted under 
ſome trees; and, having dined, again moved 


forward till three, when we came to a large 


5 plantation of mulberry trees, at tha diſtance of 


four- miles from Latichea, where we ſtaid tilt 
the exceſſive heat was abated, and then ſet out 


again, ſtop Pers for a few minutes to view a 
uſe 


pleaſant ho longing to the Engliſh agent. 


We arrived about half paſt fix, at the houſe of 
| Mr. Sciperas, i in Latichea, who gave us a genteel 


reception, and informed us that our companion 
left this place only two days before we arrived, 


having been detained by contrary winds. 


LATICHEA is a ſmall, neat, ſea- port town, in 


Syria, and would be a flouriſhing place, but for 
the pager of its government, veſſels often com- 


ng 


E Þ : 
ing here from all parts of Europe to unload 
their cargoes for Aleppo, which are ſent fam 
this place to that on camels, —The town ſtands* 
on a flat, fruitful plain, in a very delightful 
country, and hath a capacious harbour. The 
adjacent country, and moſt of that through which 
we have paſſed on our journey from Aleppo 
| hither, hath formed ſome of the moſt romantic 


views that can poſſibly be deſcribed, conſiſting | 


in many places of high hills covered with myr- 


tle, ſteep precipices, natural caſcades, well cul- 


tivated vallies, crowned with the gifts of Ceres, 
beautiful fruit gardens, and plantations of mul - 


berry trees for the filk-worms, with villages 


ſcattered here and there, the whole ſo beautifully 
diſpoſed by Nature, as to preſent one of the 
moſt luxuriant viſtas which the warm imag 
nation of a writer of romance could draw; an 
what appears a fiction in ſome of thee writers 


no 


is here in many reſpects verified. From ſuch a _ 


deſcription this might well be ſuppoſed a deſi- 
rable place of refidence ; but, from the bad re- 
 eulation of its police, it is at preſent but thinly 


inhabited. This, however, is one of the moſt | 
conſiderable places on the coaſt for trade; it is 


ſubject to the juriſdiction of the baſhaw of Syria, 
who does not conſtantly reſide here, but gene 
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rally comes once a year to collect his revenues, 


at which time he is ſure to extort large ſums of 


money from the poor inhabitants ſubjects of the 
Porte; and as the Turk who governs in his 


abſence followys his example, they are generally 


in a miſerable ſituation. This baſhaw likewiſe 
commands the guards that attend the caravan 


of pilgrims yearly to Mecca, and by this amaſſes 


great wealth, from the preſents made him by 


the devotees who viſit the tomb of the prophet 


Mahomet. The number of European gentle- 
men reſiding here, do not exceed three, belong- 
ing to the different nations, of which Mr. Bod- 
dington, the Engliſh agent, is the principal; 


the agents or vice conſuls, for the other nations, 


excepting the French, are Greeks, and Mr. 


WO Sciperas is the factor for moſt of the European 


merchants, who live at Aleppo. 


" Pride, June 28. 
H AVING. procured a convenient boat to carry 
us over to Cyprus, we embarked this *evening, 


and on the morning of the 29th got under way, 


and failed out of the harbour; by noon we were 


in ght of the iſland of Cyprus, but the wind 


proving contrary, we were driven to the leeward 
EY it, which obliged us to . bealing to wind- 
| | ward 


3 


5 


act A . 


nos a 


1 
ward the whole day, during which time re 
veſſels paſſed us, bound for Latichea and che 
Syrian coaſt. 

Cyrus. Pane 30% 

Azour ſun- ſet we anchored off the town of 
Famaguſta, formerly the capital of this iſland, 
when the Venetians had the poſſeſſion of it, at 
which period it was a moſt beautiful flouriſhing 
city, and remarkable for its ſtately cathedral 
church, which at preſent is made uſe of 
as a Turkiſh moſque. The fortifications 


Were certainly very ſtrong and extenſive, and 
maintained a ſiege of ſix months before the 
town ſurrendered to the Turks, who although 


it capitulated with the honours of war, cruelly 
cauſed the governor to be flead alive, and put 
the reſt of the inhabitants to the ſword. 

| This beautiful place, once ſo much admired, 
is now entirely neglected ; its ſtately edifices 


are all in ruins, and inhabited by Greeks. The 
Turkiſh governor has his ſeat at the city of Ni- 
coſia, (now the metropolis) in the middle of 
the country. The European merchants who - 


reſide on this. iſland, live at Larnica, a town a- 

bout twenty miles diſtant from hence, which 

has a more convenient harbour, and | is conſe- 
quently better ſituated for traffic. 


12 Thurſday; | 


42 — + 2g 


we . 
Ra” 
* - 
. 
I'S? x 
» 
24 
£4 1 
L : 
"2: BY 
* * 
8 
3 
7 
as 
* 
Re” 1 
= 
- 
2 
. * > 
let 
1 
„ 
f * 
Wy © 
Ss 
"# Fo 
1 * 
WF] 
MM 
- 
i - 
1. 
£ 
-&£ 
$ oy 
N 
IT! 
N nM: 
8 1 
1 
x | 
pl. 
131 
* 
1 


& 
= — 8 reer veg Nn N 3 — 2 
O K a 1 — — — * „ 
a * s . * 
* en rio, * * « ah , K q 2D 
0 * BW SS n . * rn. 9 þ N 
n . 5 Pp 1 ” * 8 | 

— > p = 

* i 


FT. £16 } : 
© Thurſday, July 1. 
- In the evening we weighed anchor, and ſail- 


<a for Larnica, and arrived about noon of the 


ad at the Marine, a mile diſtant from the 
town ; we went immediately on ſhore, and be- 


Burford in a very indifferent ſtate of health, 


and likewiſe learned that the conſul Mr. "Ring | 
zin, had been ſeized that morning with a violent 


fever. He, however, ſoon came out to receive 


us, and gave us as kind and genteel a reception, 
as could be expected from a perſon in his ſitua- 


tion, and we were all accommodated with lodg- 
ings at his houſe. 1 

In the evening we paid a viſit to Mr. Rizzini, 
a merchant of this place, and brother to the Ve- 


netian conſul of Aleppo, and alſo to the lady of 


the Jatter, who lives at preſent at the houſe of 


2K her brother Mr. Capara the Venetian pro- con- 


ſul. We met with a very polite reception, and 
found the lady ſenſible and accompliſhed; ſhe 


was very agreeable in her perſon, but being an 
Italian, and of French education, ſhe was very 


| _ to their manners. 


Saturday, Fuly 3. 
Wr ſet a- part this day to view the town, 


which conſiſts at — ſtreets and fine houſes, 


belonging 


ing conducted to the conſular-houſe, found Mr. 


/ 


i 


belonging to the conſuls and merchants of diffe- 


rent nations, and to the principal Greeks. Few 


of the Turks live in the town. It is by no 
means healthily ſituated, being ſurrounded by 
low lands and falt murthed, which conſiderably 
infect the air ; theſe added to the heat of the 
climate, in the ſummer ſeaſon, ſubject the inha- 
bitants to continual fevers, that carry numbers 
of them off. Moſt part of the inhabitants of 
the iſland are Grecks, the lower claſs of whom 
ere generally employed in tilling land, and dreſ- 
fing the vine- yards. The land produces great 
quantities of grapes, from which excellent wine 


is made, and ſent to all parts of Europe. Great 


quantities of cotton are likewiſe cultivated here, 
which appears of a much finer quality than any 


T have ever ſeen in India. In ſhort, the foil is 


exceedingly luxuriant, and the farmers would 
be immenſely rich, but for the heavy taxes le- 
vied by the Porte, and the rapaciouſneſs of the 


Turkiſh governors, who are continually plun- 7 


dering them, till they have reduced them to a 
ſtate of wretched poverty. Our time, for about 
ten days, was ſpent in one continued ſcene of 


gaiety and amuſement, at the different villas of 


the European gentlemen ; but we now began to 


| find our healths much impaired by the un- 
1 _ whole» 


F 
. © wholeſomeneſs of the climate, and every one of 
us were ſeized with a violent fever, which had 

ſuch an effect on the head as to render us almoſt 

diſtracted. The doctors a adyifing a change of, 
air, we removed to a country houſe belonging 
to. the Venetian conſul, ten miles from Larnica, 
— we remained a few days, when, finding 
Surſelves getting worſe, we were obliged to re- 
turn to the town for afſiſtance.. Every medical 
attempt to eſtabliſh our health proving fruitleſs, 
it became neceſſary for us/to leave the iſland as 
faſt as poſſible, but a Frenkh frigate coming in- 
to the harbour, we were obliged to be very cau- 
tious about the mode of our ee for fear 
of being made priſoners. e agreed with the 
captain of a Sclavonian veſſel, bound to Venice, 
for the cabin of his ſhip, for which we were to 
pay ſixty pounds ſterling, which, though exor- 
bitant, we joyfully gave The French frigate 
failing the next day for Acria, we ſhipped on 
board a proper quantity of proviſions, and tak- 
ing leave of our good and generous friends, b 
had ſhewn us ſo much civility during our ſtay 
on the iſland, —on the 22d, in the evening, we 
embarked on board the veſſel, in very infirm 
ſtates of health, and early the next morning ſail- 
ed out of harbour. Our ſituation on board was 
truly 


. ins, 8 
truly deplorable; we found a very dirty veſſel, 
and ſo crouded with cotton bales upon deck, 
that we had not room to move ourſelves; and 
to compleat our misfortune the captain and 
crew ſpoke a language we did not underſtand. 


The iſland of Cyprus is ſituated on the moſt 
eaſterly part of the Mediterranean, ſixty miles : 


| ſouth of the coaſt of Caramania, and thirty weſt 
of Syria; and is ſuppoſed to have taken its name 
from the great number of Cyprus trees growing 
in the country. Its circumference is about 250 

miles. The air of this country is for the moſt 
part hot and there are but few ſprings or rivers 
in the iſland, fo that if the rains do not fall 
plentifully at the uſual ſeaſons, the inhabitants 
are much diſtreſſed by the ſcarcity of water. 
Ancient tradition ſays, the whole iſland was 


conſecrated to Venus, and ſhe is repreſented by 


the poets as taking a particular pleaſure in viſit- 
ing this country, and to have holden her court 
there. Be this as it may, very few of her re- 
preſentatives are there to be found at preſent. 


This iſland was conquered by Richard I. king 


of England, on his way to the Holy Land. 
The trade is conſiderable ; their chief commo- 
dities, beſides wine, are oil, cotton, ſalt, filk, 


and turpentine. For ſome ins paſt nothing 
„ 14 Particular 
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particular has tranſpired. On the 28th ws 


found we had compleatly weathered the iſland, 


and loft Fight ol land. 


Thurſday, Fuly 206. 
Wr made land, which is ſuppoſed to be the 


iſland of Rhodes. F ive veſſels in ſight. 


| Friday, July 30. 
A briſk breeze ſpringing up, whereby we 


ran about ten miles an hour, and had nearly 


weathered the land, when unfortunately about 
noon it fell calm. 


8 Rs Fuh 3 
Wr found this morning we were under a 
miſtake, as the land we made the 2gth was 


part of the coaſt of Caraminza, and not the iſland 
of Rhodes, as at firſt imagined.— Seven veſſels 
in ſight, the largeſt of which had the appearance 


of a French frigate, with her convoy, which 


"rather alarmed us, but as ſhe kept her courſe, 


and took no notice of us, it gave us reaſon to 


believe v were wrong in our firſt conjecture 
ofthem.—Becalmed moſt part of this day... 
About fun-ſer the iſland of Rhodes in fight. 


—M 3 : 


E 
Sunday, Auguſt 1. 
Bxcal xp all this day.—In fight the large 
ſhip and her convoy, which we now, ſuppoſed 
to be the Tartar privateer, capt. Smith, and 
her prize. —Our healths were ſtill much im- 
paired, owing as well to the difagreeable ſitua- 
tion of the ſhip as the want of exerciſe, 


| Monday, Auguf 23 5 
A LARGE ſhip paſſed us. Becalmed for be- 5 
veral hours this day. In tacking, this afternoon, 
we ſplit the fore-ſail, by which misfortune we 
made very little way. Got a ſquare rigged 


| fail to the maſt, 


al ji fo + 
"Ar four A. M. we anchored in the e 
of Rhodes, which we found full of ſhips; many 


of the French were laid up for fear of our wt 


privateers. Several of the grand ſignior's ſhips 
of war were in the harbour, and two large i 
on the ſtocks. R 

RRoprs, the chief town or city of the ſame 
name ſtands partly on the ſide of a hill, fronting 
the ſea, and is three miles in circumference. 
Fron the harbour, the town appears, to the 
greateſt advantage, being inter ſperſed with beau- 
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tifal gardens, minarets, churches, and towers. 
It was formerly ſubject to the knights of Malta, 
who maintained there a memorable ſiege againſt 
the Turks, to whom they were obliged at laſt 
to ſurrender it. The town is conſidered of very 
great note from its being the grand fignior's 


pt incipal arſenal for ſhipping. The inhabitants 


{properly ſo called) are only Turks and Jews, 
for as to the Chriſtians, though they are per- 
mitted to have ſhops within the walls, and to 
come thither and follow their buſineſſes, in the 
day time, they are compelled to retire every 


night to their reſpective habitations without the 
city. The inhabitants are cruelly uſed by the 
baſhaw, who plunders them of the beſt part of 


their property, and alſo obliges them to work 
on the ſhipping without pay, all their perquiſites 
being the few chips that are left, — The city 


is very large, and in the time of the Malteſe 


muſt have been very populous ; but it is now 
ſcarcely inhabited, owing to the impolitic and 
tyrannical government exerciſed over it. The 
fortifications at Rhodes have been very conſide- 
Table, it being defended by three walls and as 
many * ditches, and is eſteemed among the 
ſtrongeſt fortreſſes in the Turkiſh dominions ; 


there are now forme large cannon and mortars 


mounted 


1 423 J „ 
mounted upon the walls, but through the negli- 
gence and indolence of the Turks they are much 
decayed. The ſtreets are regular, ſtrait, and 
well paved, and in the 8 of the largeſt 
there is a pavement of white marble, which 
reacheth from one end of it to the other. In 
this ſtreet the knights of Malta are ſuppoſed to 
Have reſided ;- ſeveral of their coats of arms be- 
ing till viſible in the walls of the houſes, which 
are yet handſome buildings, though much de- 
clined from their ancient ſplendour, The pa- 
lace of the grand maſter is at the upper end of 
the ſtreet, now the reſidence of the baſhaw, 
The magnificent churches are now turned into 
moſques, At the mouth of the harbour, which 
is faid to be fifty fathoms over, was erected the . 
famous Colloſſus, or ſtatue of Apollo, reckoned 


one of the wonders of the world. It was ſe- 


venty cubits, or one hundred and five feet high, 
and between its legs ſhips under fail paſſed in 
and out of the harbour; this wondrous piece 
of art, in leſs than ſixty years after its comple- 
tion, was thrown down and demoliſhed: by an 
earthquake. The air of Rhodes is reckoned 
very healthful, and the country is exceedingly _ 
pleaſant, cloathed with trees and herbage almoſt 

continually green. The country affords every 

55 5 thing 
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| thing neceſſary for the ſupport of its inhabitants, 
and plenty of thoſe things which render life a- 


_  greeable, It is remarkable for the fertility of 
its ſoil, producing the beſt wines, and all forts 


of delicious fruits; very little corn is grown on 


this iſland. they being conveniently ſupplied 
therewith from the continent. Rhodes is one 
of the moſt conſiderable iſlands in the eaſtern 
part of the Mediterranean ; it is ſixty miles in 
length from North to South, and about thirty 
in breadth. The celebrated Rhodian laws, for 
the regulation of navigation and commerce, by 
which maritime cauſes were decided in all the 
provinces of the Roman empire, were firſt inſti- 
tuted at this place. Here we received the firſt 
intelligence of the war between England and 
Spain. I cannot omit relating q circumſtance 
that happened to part of the crew belonging to 
an Engliſh privatcer, who were ſent into this 
place with a prize. The French conſul cauſed 
it to be inſinuated to the baſhaw that they were 


Pirates, on which account the poor creatures 


were near being ordered to the gallies for life; 


but fortunately for them, the Venetian conſul, 


(we having none here) hearing of their diſtreſs, 
"1 received them into his protection, and fo effectu- 


| A exerted bimſelf! in their behalf, that the ba- 
. : bl ſhaw 
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Guy was at laſt convinces of their innocence, 
and that he had been egregiouſly duped and 
impoſed on. He therefore ordered them 
to be immediately ſet at liberty; and ſe- 
verely reprimanded the French conſul. The 
whole of this affair having been repreſented to 
the Engliſh ambaſlador at Conſtantinople, his 
excellency was plcaſed to return the Venetian 
_ Conſul his thanks for his ſpirited conduct; and 
| likewiſe promiſed to recommend him to the 
Turkey company, as worthy further marks of 
their favour. 


Fednejday; August 4. 

Ou veſſel failed out of the horbous of 
Rhodes. The 5th, 6th, and th inſtant the 
wind proving contrary, we were obliged to re- 
main at anchor under the 1 

S Auguf, 8. #1 

Tux wind ſhifting more favourably for us, E 
we weighed, and by noon made the iſland of #1 
Scarponto. On the gth we ſaw the iſtand of 
Candia, on our ſtarboard bow, On 1oth at 
day- light we perceived a fail, which ſtood to- 

_ wards us under French colours. This greatly 
alarmed us, as we taok her to be either a French 


privateer. - 
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privateer or frigate, if the former we were cer- 
tain of being plundered of every thing we had, 
beſides meeting with very indifferent treatment, 
We were, however, ſoon caſed of our appre- 
henſions, for coming within hail, ſhe ſtruck her 
French colours, hoiſted Engliſh ones, and: fired 

a gun to lee ward, proving to be the Tartar pri- 
vateer, captain Smith, from Liverpool, but laſt 

from Smyrna, where he had gained great ho- 
nour in an engagement with ſome French veſ- 
ſels. We ſent our boat on board, with the cap- 
tain's papers for examination. Captain Smith 

hearing from the boat's crew of our being on 
board the Venetian veſſel, came to viſit us, and 
informed us of the capture of an Engliſh frigate 
by two French 64 gun ſhips, off Gibraltar Gut. 

After paſſing mutual civilities, we took our leave, 

the Tartar proceeding on her cruize, and we on 
our voyage.— From this day to the 12th we 
kept beating to windward off the iſland of Can- 

dia, without the leaſt effect; finding the current 
ſet ſo ſtrong againſt us, as to oblige us to tack 
about, ſtand back again, and attempt to weather 
the other ſide of the iſland. On the 15th the 
wind proving fair for us, we made conſiderable 
way, and by noon compleatly weathered the 
585 point, —This land 3 is one of the largeſt in the 
Mediterranean, | 
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Mediterranean, was anciently called Crete, once 
famous for 3 cities, but is at preſent = 
a place of inconſiderable note: It lies on the 
coaſt of Greece; 1s ſeventy miles in extent; 
was formerly ſubject to the Venetians, who 
maintained a long ſiege, (and at laſt capitulks 


with all the honours of war) againſt the To | 


to whom it is now ſubject. Mount Ida, fo fa 


mous mongſt the poets of antiquity, is ſituated 
in e middle of this iſland. 


Thurſday, Auguſt 19. 
Ox this morning we found ourſelves off cape 
Meliche, which we paſſed ; and on the 20th, 


about one P. M. we ſaw the iſland of Sericote, - 


and by ſun-ſet that of Serigo ; both which 
iſlands belong to the republic of Venice, and 
are the extent of their territories in the Levant 
ſeas ; the former of them is made uſe of as a 
place of exile for offenders againſt the Republic, 
whoſe crimes are not of ſo attrocious a nature as 


to merit death ; the place being! little better than 


2 barren rock. The latter is about twenty miles 


in circumference, and 1s under the juriſdiction of 


a governor appointed from Venice, At theſe. 


ian is commenceth the quarantine Jaid on all 


thi „ coming from Turkey. 


gabe 
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Saturday, Auguſt 21, 
Ar ſun-riſe we ſaw the Morea, (or the con- 
tinent of Albany) ſubje& to the Grand Signior, 
but the inhabitants are a brave ſet of people, 


deſcended from the ancient Greeks, and do not 


tamely ſubmit to the Turkiſh yoke, but are in 


continual rebellion. This obliges the Porte to 


keep a formidable army in thoſe parts, under 
the command of a captain baſhaw. Three 


ſhips in fight, one of which ne us, and 
hoiſted Dutch colours. 


Sundey, Auguft 22. 
HavinG loſt fight of the iſland of Senigo, 


we were becalmed in a bay oppoſite to a num- 


ber of ſmall towns, built on the fide of a barren 
hill, belonging to the Greeks. The inhabitants 
of theſe towns are a very cruel and miſchievous. 


race, and are my at war, one with ano- 


ther. 

| Monday, Rey 23. 

XS paſſed by two large fortified towns be- 
longing to the Turks, which, we are informed, 


were taken by the Ruſſians in the late war, but 


were reſtored to the Porte, by the laſt treaty 


of peace with the Empreſs. They appear very 


populous, and to have Convenient harbours, as 
4 | _ 


3 
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we obſerved ſeveral ſhips of burthen lying at 
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anchor in the roads, from which I preſume a 
great trade is carried on.— This night attempt-=. 
ing to weather a ſmall iſland, we had nearly run 
-SIROIE.. 


Tueſday, Auguſt 24. 
Saw the iſland of Zante, on our larboard 
bow, but, owing to contrary winds, we were 
unable to make the harbour this day. 


Wedneſday, Aupuf? 25. 

Ar four A. M. we anchored in the roads of 
Zante, and found riding there the Venetian Ad- 
miral and his fleet, with other foreign veſſels. 
At ſun-riſe we faluted the Admiral with five 
guns, which he returned with three. F inding 

(owing to the cn r of the veſſel) our health 

very little better than while at Rhodes and one 
of the party being thought in danger of his life, 


it was reſolved to proceed no further in this 

veſſel, but to remain on the iſland, and perform 
part of our quarantine. TI accordingly ad- 
dreſſed the following letter to the Britiſh con- 
ſul, and ſent it by the captain, who was obli- 


ged to attend the health- office with our bills gf | 
bn - 
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SIR, | | 3 
I nave, with two Engliſh gentlemen from 


the Eaſt-Indies, but laſt from Cyprus, on our 
way to England, arrived in this port this morn- 


ing, on board a Sclavonian veſſel, named the 


Madonna del Roſſario, bound for Venice. Be- 


ing in a very poor ſtate of health, We have de- 


termined to perform part of our quarantine on 


your iſland, and then endeavopr to procure a 


poaſſage from hence in ſome veſſel to Ancona, 


or any part of Italy that may offer, and which 
may ſeem moſt convenient to us. What I 
have to beg of you, Sir, is to obtain ſuch or- 
ders as may appear to\you neceſſary for our re- 


ception into the Lazaretto; and as our letters of 


credit are on Venice, I have to requeſt of you, 


to procure me, for my bills on that place, ſuch 
caſh as I may have occaſion for. Proper vou- 
chers from Mr. Charles Smith, merchant, of 


A 


Aleppo, who has remitted our money to Signior 
Sebaſtian Battagia, of Venice, will be ready to 
be produced for your ſatisfaction whenever re- 
quired. Flattering myſelf you will PO the 


liberty I have taken, 


I beg leave to ſubſcribe myſelf, ” 
With great reſpect, Sir, 


 Fobm Sargint, E 4 nz Your's, &c. 


# 
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In about two hours the captain returned with 
an anſwer from the conſul much to our ſatis- 
faction. The conſul requeſting one of us to 
come on ſhore to adjuſt matters at the health- 
office, I immediately attended, and found the 
vice-conſul waiting to receive me. I made him 
acquainted with our ſituation, and our wiſh to 
perform part of our quarantine. He told me, 
that Mr. Peter Sargint, ſon to the conſul, would 4M 
preſently attend me; and likewiſe informed me, 1 
that a gentleman from India was at preſent on 7 
the iſland, he having arrived about a month 
before us, from Alexandria. This gentleman 
1 had a diſtant knowledge of ; he was laſt from 
Bengal, and had been very near as long as my- 
ſelf in coming over. From him I learned, to 
my great regret, the news of the failure of an 
expedition againſt the Marhattas, and the death 
of ſeveral officers with whom I was very inti- 
mate. a i 
Mr. Peter Sargint coming in, made me a 
polite apology for his father's not attending, on 
account of his advanced yeats. Every thing 
was ſoon ſettled for us to come on ſhore, and 
commence our quarantine that day. During 


the whole of our converſation, we were ſepa= ů 
rated from each other by a wooden bar, and ] © 
i 
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great care was taken by the guards belonging 
to the health-office, to prevent our touching 
each other. Taking my leave of the gentlemen, 
I returned on board, and acquainted my com- 
panions with the reſult of my converſation, &c. 
on ſhore. 9 
Having ſettled our accounts with the captain 
of our veſſel, we this afternoon, about four 
o'clock, left the ſhip, with our ſervants and bag- 
gage, and were received by Mr. Foreſti, the 
Engliſh vice-conſul, who conducted us to a very 
good houſe oppoſite to the health-office, which 
he had intereſt enough to obtain for us, to re- 
main in during our quarantine, the Lazaretto 
being very unhealthy, and in other reſpects un- 
fit for any gentleman to live in. Shortly after 
our arrival, we were viſited by the worthy old 
conſul, his two ſons, and the gentleman before- 
mentioned, All of whom offered us every 
ſervice in their power. The conſul now 
agreed to advance me whatever money I might 
have occaſion for, on my credit on Mr. Battagia, 
of Venice, at a diſcount of five per cent, This 
Lat firſt thought exorbitant, but when the un- 
ſettled ſituation of the times was conſidered, and 
the trouble he would have to inſure his money 
from Venice to aun. it may be reaſonable. 
7 enough 


1 
enough. The vice-conſul undertook to ſupply 
us with neceſſaries during our confinement; 
and we were likewiſe given to underſtand, that 
matters might be accommodated with the ma- 
giſtrates of the health-office, to hor ten very 
much the continuation of it. 

I now plainly perceived that the quarantine at 
this place is inſiſted on ſolely for ſiniſter views, 
and to put money into the pockets of indivi- 
duals ; for though! in public they keep up a ſhew 
of ſeverity, yet in private they make no cere- 
mony of mixing in company with you. 

On the 26th inſtant our veſſel failed for 
Venice, and I embraced the opportunity of 
writing by her to Mr, Battagia, acquainting him 
of our remaining here, and that I ſhould draw on 
him, 1 in favour of conſul Sargint, tor ſuch | mo- 
ney as occaſions might require. 

After having been ſome days here, I conſult- 
ed the vice-conſul reſpecting the proper means 
to be uſed for leſſening the time of our quaran- 
tine, which was fixed for twenty-eight days; I 
told him we were ready to make them any rea- 
ſonable recompence, but would by no means 
agree to extravagant terms. At firſt their de- 
mands were very high, no leſs a ſum than 
would amount to 50l. ſterling, which we refu-. 
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ing to give, and being determined to remain 


the whole time, rather than comp ply with their 
exorbitant demands, they thought proper to fall 
to about 16]. ſterling, excluſive of the expences 


of the guards and bills of health, (amounting 
to near five guineas more) which we agreed 
to give them; and, on the 6th of Septem- 
ber, we were conducted to the Lazaretto, in a 
boat, attended by our vice-conſul, and received 


a . by having it certified, on the oath 


of the keeper of the Lazaretto, that we had re- 


mained there twenty- eight days, in cloſe qua- 
rantine, and no ſymptoms of the plague having 


| 9 during that period, they had diſcharged 


This ceremony being performed, we were 


at Tabeny to walk about the town and iſland, 
though we had ſtaid in the houſe only eleven 

_ days, ——A little diſtance from the Lazaretto, 
we had an excceding good dinner provided for 
. us, at a convent of capachins, to whom it 
Vas neceſſary we ſhould preſent five ſequins, it 
being always cuſtomary on theſe days: On our 


return we were taken to the houſe of the vice- 


conſul, and were very politely received by his 


wife, an amiable Grecian lady, he being himſelf 


of Greek extraction. Here we were to remain 
during our refidence on the iſland. We then 
viſited the conſul, from whom we received a 


very 


1 
very hearty welcome, with repeated offers of 
ſervices. He is eſtabliſhed here as a merchant, 
in partnerſhip with his brother-in-law, the con- 
ſul for Holland, and I am informed they carry 
on a very extenſive trade, with moſt parts of 
Europe, eſpecially with Epgland, moſt of our 
ſhips being conſigned to their houſes. 

On the 8th of September the gentleman from 
India whom we found here, endet ked on board 
2 Dutch ſhip, bound for Holland intending to 
croſs over from thence to England. 

During my reſidence at this place, I have had 
repeated opportunities of viewing the town and 
iſland, which is certainly a delightful ſpot. The 
town is of a conſiderable length, built at the 
foot of a large hill cloſe to the water; the cita- 
del is erected on the top of this eminence, and 
has a ſurprifing command of the town and har- 
bour, but it is now little better than a heap of 
ruins; its extent may be about a mile; the ſitu- 
ation of it is ſo ſtrong by nature, that was it well 

defended, and in good repair, the taking « of it 
would be next to an impoſſibility ; it is plen- 15 
tifully ſupplied with excellent water within its 
walls. The palace of the providitore is in the 
caſtle, and was reparing for the reception of a 
new Sovernor, the old one having reſided in the 
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tn. Then enetians have a garriſon on the 
jlland of about 500 men, but their chief depen- 
gdgegnce is on their fleet, and the iſland of Corfu, 
bat ſhould the fleet and that iſland be once 
be 7 wercome, they would very ſoon loſe all their 
| poſſeſſions in the Levant. as 

From the fort you "tha a view for opwards 
of twenty miles, of one of the fineſt cultivated 
vallies I ever ſaw, moſt delightfully interſperſed 
with the country ſeats belonging to the different 
noblemen and gentlemen of the place. Though 
this iſland is but (ſmall, it produces every luxury 
of life, and fo great a trade is carried on in cur- 
rants, which is its principal commodity, that 
1 moſt of the countries in Europe are ſerved from 
& , Herice] The currants are cultivated in a large 
plain under the ſhelter of mountains, on the 
ſhore of the iſland, on which account the ſun 
has greater power on them, and brings them 
ſooner to nerfection ; great care 1s taken in dry- 
ing them to prevent their getting the leaſt wet, 
as ſhould that happen, the crop is faid to be en- 
vwrely {poiled, and unfit for market. This 
illand alſo produces the fineſt peaches in the 

world, aud gteat quantities of grapes, fram 
which woſt excellent wine is made, and tranſ- 
ported to different nations, In ſhort, Zante 

Aer 5 2 | would 
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would be a little Paradiſe, producing every thing 
wiſhed for, were not its inhabitants much in 
want of fuel, wood being a very ſcarce article, 
though the iſland is ſaid to have been formerly 
full of foreſts. In the town are ſeveral. very 
elegant Greek churches, in which are to be 
found ſome admirable paintings. The ſtreets 
are of tolerable length, exceedingly clean, and 
the houſes are. neatly built. The iſland con- 
tains upwards of 30,000 inhabitants, the moſt 
of whom are Greeks, (though the Venetians 
have endeavoured to introduce the rites of the 
Romiſh church) all ſubjects of the Serene Re- 
public of Venice. They are in general a 
friendly ſet of people, to ſtrangers. The ladies 
are remarkably handſome in their perſons, and 
very free of their favours, but, at the ſame time, 
prone to jealouſy and revenge, on which ac- 
count 'tis dangerous to have many amourous 
connections, it being no uncommon thing, 
on ſuch occaſions, to be beſet by aſſaſſins, who 
are hired on purpoſe by the offended party, and 
'tis very rarely you can eſcape, The lower 
claſs of people are induſtrious, - but through a 
neglect in the government, they are often hired 
on the occaſions mentioned above. On a mur 
der being committed, the affair is eaſily accom 
* een 


11 
modated by a preſent to the governor. What 
a reflection is this on aaivilized nation; to ſuffer 
ſuch horrid crimes to be committed with impu- 
nity under their juriſdiction! The governor, 
who is always a nobleman of Venice, holds 
this poſt for two years only. I cannot omit 
relating an anecdote of a former governor of 
this place, who was remarkable for the ſeverity 
of his puniſhments: © Two noblemen of Zante 
having a diſpute about a lady, one of them was 


5 inftigated by her to hire a man to aſſaſſinate the 
other, which being done, and the murderer 


taken, was (notwithſtanding every intereſt uſed 
in his behalf) ordered to be ſhot : The day 


previous to the ſentence being executed, his 


employer having with great difficulty obtained 
2 private audience with the governor, and find- 


ing him deaf to all his entreaties, he aſked him 
If the doge of Venice was to defire him to {pare 
the culprit s life, whether he would then do it? 
On receiving for anſwer, that the doge was his 
maſter, conſequently might command him ; the 
other immediately emptied a large purſe of ſe- 
quins on the table, (the Venetian ſequins being 
ſtruck with the doge's head) and addreſſed the 
governor in theſe words : Behold how many 
doges now ſupplicate you ; can you withſtand 


them e. 


| 
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them? The governor very readily admitted, 
that their influence overpowered the juſtice of 
the caſe; and inſtantly . the ma gene 3 
| 2 


* 


I had che curiofity to go twenty miles into the N 
country, to ſee two ſprings which iſſue from the 
earth, of a liquid matter much reſemblins tar ; 

the water is very cool, and well taſted, tho gh 
you continually fee the tar working up #46 
ſurface. I am convinced, were theſe hs 
properly worked, they would yield the rep 
an immenſe profit; and that they are we! 
thy a philoſophical enquiry.—The govern: 
of the iſland is immediately under the jure 
tion of the general of Corfu, to whom a all a. 
peals are made. 


Having remained here near a month, and the 
ſeaſon advancing a-pace, we began to think it 
high time to proceed on our voyage. One of 
our party took his paſſage on board of a 8 ged. 
bound to Hambourgh. I and my remathing 
companion, through the aſſiſtance of our good 4. 
friend the conſul, hired a ſmall boat to carry us 
from hence to Otranto, but firſt to ſtop at Cor ſu, 
to renew our bills of health, which 3s E 
neceſſary. 
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Tueſday, September 21. 3 
Havixo adjuſted our little concerns, and 
taken leave of friends, (ſome of whom I muſt 
confeſs I quitted with regret) we, at two o'clock 
this morning embarked, and proceeded on our 
voyage to Corfu. We paſſed the iſland of Ce- 
phalonia, which belongs to the Venetians ; but 
towards the evening, the wind being high, at- 
tended with rain, thunder, and lightening, we 
were obliged to tack, and put into the iſland of 
Itheca, or (as its now called) Little Cephalo- 


nia, where we were compelled to remain two 
days, the weather continuing very tempeſtuous. 


Our ſituation was very diſagreeable, being in an 
open boat, with nothing to defend us from the 


ſtorm but a woollen covering hung acroſs it, the 
people not ſuffering us to lie on ſhore, for fear 
of having their boat plundered, This ifland is 


reported to have been part of the kingdom of 


Ulyſſes, and the reſidence of Penelope; but, 
however this may have been, it is at preſent lit- 
tle better than a barren rock, and is inhabited 
only by a few Poor Grecks, who are employed 


in cultivating of vines. It is ſubordinate to the 


governor of C -epaalonia; and has a tolerable 


bay, well defended from the Mau which 


at particular ſeaſons of the year, Slow very 


| 7 ſevere 
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ſevere in thoſe parts, and make it very dange- 
rous for ſhips lying in the roads of Zante at 
thoſe Poon 


Thurſday, So ptember 23. 
Tae ſea being tolerably calm, we hoiſted ſail, 
and proceeding on, paſſed by ſome beautiful lit- 
lle iſlands inhabited by Gfeeks, we arrived about 
ſun-ſet at Santa Maura; an iſland likewiſe ſub- 
ject to the Venetians, who have ſome very con- 
ſiderable ſalt-pits there, with the produce of 
which they carry on a nu trade to the conti- 
nent of Albany. At this place ere under 
the neceſſity of producing our bil of health, 
Our boat being detained here all night, by order 
of the governor, J went on ſhore the next 
morning to know the reaſon of ſuch treatment ; 
when I was informed-we were to takę on board 
an officer belonging to the governor for Corfu. 
I inſtantly ſent to acquaint his excellency, that 
I and my companion were ſubjects of his Bri- 
tannick Majeſty; ; and that, as we had freighted 
the boat for our OWN convs niency, we would 
not ſuffer any one to come on board; alſo that 
I thould Eomplain to the general, on our arrival 
at Corſy, His excellency ſent me a polite apa» 
logy, with an invitation to his palace, informed 
me. 
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me he had been led into an error as to our 


freighting the boat, and immediately gave or- 
ders for our being ſuffered to depart, but at the 
ſame time intimated, that our receiving the 
officer on board would be an obligation confer- 


red on him. I told him that what I had re- 


fuſed as a command, I was now willing to grant 


as a requeſt, and that I had not the leaſt doubt 


but my companion would very willingly youu 
his concurrence. 

The town of Santa Maura has a mean ap- 
pearance, but ſeems to have a tolerable fort, 
and a very handſome bridge over two points of 
land that divide the channel from the main 
ocean. After breakfaſt I took leave of the gover- 
nor, and, accompanied by the Venetian officer, 
went on board the boat, which was got directly 
under fail, but we found the water in the chan- 


nel ſo ſhallow, that in ſeveral places we were 


obliged to ſhift all gur luggage into a ſmaller 
boat, notwithſtanding which it was forced, with 


great difficulty over the ſands. After about two 


hours trouble we made the ſtraits, and lucki- 
ly, a briſk breeſe ſpringing up, we croſſed 


it in about two hours more, and arrived at a 


pretty town called Pevereze, ſubject to the Ve- 


netians, built cloſe by me water ſide, on the 


main 
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main continent of Albany. We went on ſhore, 
and were conducted by the Venetian officer fo 
the houſe of one of his acquaintances, where 


we were civilly entertained. This town is un- | 
der the juriſdiction of Santa Maura. The Ve- 


netians have no fort here, the town being 


ſtockaded all round. Its inhabitants are moſtly 


Greeks, and the military force does not exceed 
one hundred. By contrary winds we were de- 
tained here all day. 


Saturday, September 22 | 
ABoUT one this morning the wind proving 
fair, we repaired on board our boat, got under 
fail, and proceeded on till about two o'clock in 
the afternoon, when we halted at a fort belong- 
ing to the Venotiang, called Parva, on the con- 
tinent of Albany, built on the ſummit of a very 
high hill, the aſcent to which is exceedingly 
troubleſome. Here we were very civilly treated 
by the governor, a nobleman of Corfu. We 
left this place in the middle of the night, and 
arrived at Corfu by noon of the 26th. 
| CorFu.—On ſending our bills of health to 
the magiſtrates of the health office, we were 
= permitted to land, and having preſented a letter 
of recommendation from our friend conſul Sar- 


Zint, 
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int, at Zante, to his vice-conſul at this place, 


we were, through his intereſt, accommodated. 


with a genteel lodging at a good coffee-houſe. 
Soon after our arrival we were waited on by a 
Venetian officer, to whom I had a letter from 
the vice-conſul of Zante ; by him we were 


conducted to view the fortifications, which are. 


undoubtedly very ſtrong and extenſive, but they 
do not appear to me ſufficiently garriſoned, their 
garriſon at preſent conſiſting of about 10,000 
men. A number of very excellent braſs and 


iron cannon are mounted on the different forts, 


which are fo divided, that it would take treble 
the number of their garriſon to defend them. 


However, the republick of Venice is generally 
at peace with the different European nations, 


and the ancient power of the Turks being 


much decayed, they have little to apprehend, 
though they were a good deal alarmed at the 


late appearance of the captain baſhaw in the 
Morea, with a conſiderable army; but it is to be 


ſuppoſed it was with no hoſtile intention againſt 


the Republic, the Porte having ſent that army 
merely with a view to reduce the rebellious 
Albaneſe to ſubjection, which the baſhaw in- a 
great meaſure accompliſhed, But to prevent 
aby ſudden . the Venetians keep a for- 
es midable 
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midable ſquadron in the harbour of Corfu, and 
a tolerable garriſon, The works have been 
much improved by Major General Paterſon. - 
In the late war they had with the Turks, this 
town was attacked by an army of 80, ooo men, 
and attempted to be ſtormed ſeveral times, by the 
enemy, but the garriſon, which conſiſted of 
12, 00 men, under the command of count 
Schulenburg, made ſo brave and gallant a de- 
fence, that they always repulſed them, and obli- 
ged them to raiſe the ſiege, aid abandon the 
place with conſiderable loſs. For this piece of 
ſervice the republic has cauſed a magnificent 
ſtatue to be erected in memory of the count, with 
anelegant Latin inſcription, ſetting forth the many 
eminent ſervices of his wilitary atchievements. 
The circumference of the city is about four 
miles; the number of inhabitants on the whole 
iſland are computed at about 50,000, the 
greateſt part of whom are Greeks. | 
"This ifland is the reſidence of the governor- 
general, whoſe Juriſdiction extends over all the 
| iſlands ſubject to the republic of Venice, in the 
Levant ſeas, and is conſidered as one of the 
greateſt honours they can confer on a ſubject. 
He is always a nobleman of the firſt rank, and 
_ his — for three years only, in 
. | which 


3 3 
which time he makes a 'tolerible addition to 
his fortune, and on his return to Venice, is ge- 
nerally advanced to the honours of the ſenate; 
In the city are many handſome Greek churches, 
the principal of which is that of St. Speridione, 
or the cathedral: It is embelliſhed with ſome 
excellent paintings, and moſt ſuperbly orna- 
mented. The body of the Saint from whom 
it was named, is preſerved entire in a rich ſhrine 
within the church. The Greeks are moſt of 
them ſach fanaticks as to be continually offer- 
ing their devotions at this ſhrine, believing that 
through the interceſſion of the Saint, they will 
obtain all their wants; and that by offerings of 
money their fins will be forgiven them, by 
which means the church has amaſſed an im- 
menſe treaſure ; but ſhould the republic of Ve- 
nice be ever engaged in a war, I preſume he'd 
will not heſitate at making uſe: fin.. ; 
| On the 2gth' we paid our reſets to the go- 
vernor- general, who received us in a very affa- 

ble manner, and ordered the neceſſary paſſports 
to be furniſhed us. The ſame day, titough tlie 


intereſt of our conſul, we obtained permiſſion 


from the Greek patriarch to view the relict of 
the Saint, Which is depoſited in a filver coffin, 
richly decorated with precious ſtones. It. is in 
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amazing ftate of preſervation ; he having : 
"Tied, on the, iſland of Cyprus, upwards of 709 | 
years ago, and after remaining 490 years there, / 
was tranſported to this. place. 

Beſides the grand fleet, the Venetians have 
another of gallics, that are mann'd by convicts, 
wh ſe crimes are not of ſuch a nature as to me- 
rit death. Thoſe poor wretched are all chained to 
2 reſpective oars, to the number of 100 in 

each veſſel, Theyjare a ſet of the moſt miſera- 
ble wretches I ever beheld, ſome of them are 
condemned to this puniſhment for life, others 
for a certain number of years, according to the 
magnitude of their crimes, Each galley 1 is com- | 
manded by a young nobleman, who in proce A 
of time is advanced hi gher, | 5 1 
The chief diverſions of this place in che win- Fi 
ter are operas, they have always a company of 
comedians for the ſeaſon from Naples. In the 
fummer they pals their time in walking upon the 
ramparts ; few except the governor and great 
officers of ſtate are permitted to keep carriages. 
The Corfu people perfectly reſemble the Zante- 
ots in their manners, though it muſt be obſeryed- 
in praiſe of the former, that aſſaſſinations are un- 
common among them, their laws being too ſe- 
vere to permut ſuch practices with impunity. 
„ — 
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: Having ſufficiently refreſhed -ourſelves, we, 


on Thurſday the zoth, in the morning, depart- 
ed for Otranto, but the wind proving; unfavou- 
rable, we were neceſſitated to come to anchor 


in a ſmall coe for the aun 

On Friday, 5 October 1, proceeded on again, 
but the wind (1 continting againſt us, attend- 
ed with rain, and every other ſymptom of an 
approaching ſtorm, our boatmen thought it 


prudent to put into a ſmall iſland, about twenty 


miles diſtant from Corfu, which they call'd Fan- 
nu. This little iſland is very mountainous, 
but there are ſome beautifully cultivated fpots 
on the tops of the hills; its inhabitants are all 
Greeks, ſubject to the republic of Venice. Here 
we were obliged to remain fix days, and had 


our boat drawn on ſhore; from an apprehenſion 
that the violence of the waves would have daſh- 
ed her to pieces againſt the rocks. The gene- 


rallity hof the few inhabitants of this iſland, ap- 


peared to be an honeſt induſtrious ſet of people. 
The weather clearing up on the morning of the 

6th, we ſet out for Otranto, and being favoured 
with a briſk breeze, we croſſed the channel in 
a few hours, and arrived about three in the af 


ternoon in * roads of Otranto. 
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OTRANTO: 
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Oux boats coming to anchor, information 
was immediately given to the deputies of the 
health office, who in about half an hour at- 
tended, with a doctor to examine us, and de- 
ſired us to come on ſhore, to the office, which 
ſtands cloſe to the beach. On our arrival, we 


were conducted into a room ſo full of ſmoak,. 
occaſioned by a fire made with /ſtraw, that we 


were almoſt ſuffocated, which we were inform- 
ed, was to take off any infectious ſmell that 
might iſſue either from our ial ar eloathes : 


„ N . to Ne our too 
approach. The bills of health and letters 
for chi place were then demanded of us, which 
ve placed at the end of a cleft ſtick; held by 
one of the deputies for that purpoſe, who con- 
veyed them by that means over the fire, wheie 
they were ſuſpended a conſiderable time, and 
aſterwards examined; they then interrogated 
the boatmen, as to the ports we had touched at 
laſt, ſwearing them to the truth on a ſtick made 


in the form of a croſs, the uſual way in thoſe 


places of adminiſtering an oath to a Greek, as 
they will not ſuffer them to touch a book, for 


fear of infection. I he next ceremony was the 
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doctor's examining the people, by ordering them 


to beat themſelves in different parts of the body, 


which being done, our parole of honour was 
demanded. to the following queries: 


Fſtly, Whether we had touched at ayy ports 


E in Turkey, ſince we left Cortu ? 


Secondly, Whether we Jaboured under any 


| peſtilentia diſorder? And, 


Thitdly, If we were in caſes health * 

Having anſwered theſe queſtions in the « no- 
ative, we were permitted to perform the ac- 
1 quarantine at this port, which we 
were told would be twenty-eight days. The 
fees of office were now demanded by the de- 
puties, which amounted. to five Venetian: ſe- 
quins; and, there being no Lazaretto here, a 
houſe was: ordered for us, at the diſtance. of a 
mile from the city, to which place we were con 
ducted by the deputies, attended by two men as 
guards, to prevent us from ſtirring out before 
the expiration of the quarantine, unleſs attended 
- by one of the deputies, which is a favour very 
ſeldom granted, without they are well paid 
fer it; but as we came prepared for every thing 
of this kind, we had not the leaſt doubt but we 
ſhould prevail on them to grant us every indul- 
. in . power; but 0 ſevere are their 

Des, laws 
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laws againſt a breach of the rules of quarantine, 
that any perſon o offending, is Hable to be put 
to death by the firſt perſon who meets him; 
and, indeed, this ſeverity is not to be wondered 
at, when it is conſidered how much Italy has 
ſuffered by that dreadful malady, the plague, 
The ſeveral letters of recommendation we had 
brought with us, to ſome of the principal inha- 
bitants, having been properly ſmoaked by the 
deputies and delivered, We were preſently wait 
ed on by the gentlemen to whom they were ad- 
dreſſed, who very civilly offered us their ſervices; 

and in Signor Fedelle Maſſari, a merchant, of 
this place, we found a friend, who kindly under- 
took to tranſact all our affairs, and to ſupply us 
with every neceſſary we might want during our 
confinement ; and, through this friend's intereſt 
with the governor, we were orderod to he re- 
moved to a larger houſe, which had a tolerable 
| garden, and was pleaſantly fitnated cloſe to the 
| ſea this undoubtedly rendered our fituation 
much more comfortable, particularly the having 
a place to walk about in. His excellency the 
arch-biſhop of Otranto, to whom we were well 
recommended, being abſent on a viſit at Lece, a 
city within his dioceſe, about thirty miles from 
| hence, we were the day after our arrival viſited 
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by his reverend vicar-general, who in his name, 
welcomed us to Otranto, and politely offered to 
ſupply us with. every thing from the palace of 


the arch-biſhop, to whom he had ſent the let- 
ters we brought. The ſame day we received a 


letter from his excellency, informing us of the 
receipt of ours; and expreſſing much concern at 
his abſence from Otranto; but hoped he ſhould 
be able to return by the expiration of our qua- 
rantine, that he might have the pleaſure of re- 


+: ceiving us at his palace; and in the mean time, 
deſired us to make no ceremony of ſending for 


every thing we might want from thence, he 


having ordered the ſteward of his houſhold to 


attend us daily to receive our orders. Such a 


piece of condeſcention from a man of his rank 


and quality, was of the moſt infinite ſervice to 
us, as it made the deputies, who were a needy 
marquis and a citizen of Otranto, and likewiſe 


the guards, pay no ſmall attention to our re- 


queſts, and in ſome meaſure prevented their ex- 


ne money from us for their indulgencies. 


A few days after our arrival, news being re- 


ceived of the plague having broke out in, Smyrna, 
occaſioned an order from Naples to advance 


our quarantine to forty days, whereupon we im- 
en applied ts to the Britiſh mini- 
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ter at that court, in hopes, on his application, to 


be excluded from the late order, but received} 
for anſwer, That every exertion had been made 


by his excellency on our behalf without the de- 


ſired effect, as the court of Naples was reſolved 
to — no indulgencies of the kind; and the 


only favour that could be obtained, was an or- 
der to the deputies to afford us every convenience 
the being in quarantine would admit of. 

Thus ſituated, we were obliged to ſubmit, 


and patiently wait the expiration of the forty 
days. If either of us had unfortunately fallen 
fick during that time, we muſt have remained 
eighty days longer.] cannot but acknowledge 
that our time paſſed much more agreeably than 


we at firſt expected, being continually viſited by 
the principal people, who were generally per- 
mitted to drink tea and coffee with us, one of 
the deputies being always preſent, to prevent. 
our approaching too cloſe. This behaviour of 


the deputies may appear ſtrange, but I believe 

| they held it as a maxim, that the plague could 
not affect money or drink, for I never found 
them backward in receiving either. With theſe 
parties, towards the concluſion of our quaran= 
tine, we were indulged with the liberty of walk- 
ing into the country, attended by one of the 


M ceputien 


and vicar- genetal, in the moſt friendly manner, 
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deputies, and the guards, to keep us at a proper 
diſtance, and to prevent the too near * 


of ſtrangers. 5 6; 


About a weck before the expiration of our 


quarantine, his excellency the arch-biſhop arri- 
ved from Lece, and the next. day honoured us 


with a viſit, and politely inſiſted on our taking 


up our reſidence at his palace, on being diſcharg- 
ed from our preſent ſituation, and preſied us to 
continue with him all the winter; but, as our 
wiſh was to get forward as faſt as poſſible for 
England, we declined his laſt hoſpitable offer. 


Durſclay, December 16. 
* Our quarantine this day ending, we were 
viſited early in the morning by the two depu- 


ties, and the doctor, who having examined us 


by feeling our pul ew; and under our arms, pro- 
nounced us free of all peſtilentious diſorders. 
They then informed us, we were at liberty to 


quit our preſent habitation, and remove into 


the city, after we had paid the uſual fees, a- 
6 0 les in the whole, to about gl. 18s. 6d. 
The archbiſhop's ſervants being ſent to te- 
move our baggage to the palace, we were con- 
ducted thither, and received by the arch- biſnop 


and 


E us, 
and led to appartments prepared for us. We 
remained with the archbiſhop a week, during 
which time we experienced every indulgence. 
It is far beyond my weak efforts to do juſtice 
to the many virtues which adorn the character of 
this amiable prelate ; ſuffice it therefore to ſay, 


that humanity, hoſpitality, and charity are a- 
mongſt them. 


Om the 23d of December, having with real 
gratitude thanked our friends at Otranto (the 
manners and cuſtoms of which have been too 
often wrote on to make a deſcription of them 
from me neceſlary,) for their many favours, and 
taken leave of all our acquaintances, we ſet out 
for Naples on our route to England; and arri- 
ved in our native country in the latter end of 
February, 1780; thankful to that kind Provi- 


dence which protected us through all our travels. "SF 
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